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SOME SORT OF NORMALITY RETURNS 

Its time to get the word out there, Ballybunion is open for business, well at 
least most of it anyway, with the exception of the pubs, who have to wait 
another three weeks before they can open their doors on July 20th.  

Monday last saw phase three of the Government’s road map to recovery 
implemented whereby Hotels, Accommodation providers,                          
Restaurants, Hairdressers/Beauty Salons and most importantly Mobile/
Caravan parks allowed to re-open after lockdown and with travel limitations 
no longer in place and people allowed to drive freely all over the country,  
Ballybunion is now well and truly open for business for the summer season. 

The Government are soon to publish a list of countries that Irish people can 
safely travel to on holidays and citizens of those countries can visit Ireland 
without having to quarantine, but Chief Medical Officer Dr Tony Holohan is 
totally against the idea, fearing a second wave of Corona Virus which could 
see the lockdown implemented once again, and its hard to argue with him. 
What’s wrong with holidaying in Ireland and helping the Irish economy 
which is being crippled by the Covid-19 Pandemic ? 
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Hello and welcome to another edition and may I 
extend a huge welcome back to Ballybunion to all 
of our summer regulars.  
 
We’ve come a long way since Lockdown was               
introduced on March 29th  and the Irish people 
have sacrificed a lot to contain the spread of the 
virus, so we are now in phase three of the road to 
recovery since Monday last and it is great to see 
the town buzzing again with people.  
 
Our hotels and restaurants  are now open again  
and Leisure centre is back also, so hopefully the 
town will  now enjoy a busy two months, and 
once the pubs open on July 20th, things will have 
more or less returned to normal. 
 
The GAA have announced dates for the return of 
the hurling and football championships at the 
back end of this year but for most of us, it                      
certainly wont be the same watching an                            
All-Ireland football final  under lights on the     
Saturday before Christmas !  
 
Enjoy the weekend and Stay Safe    

GerGerGerGer   
 
 

A Note from the Editor 
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JOGGING FOR AUTISM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballybunion man Shane Fogarty will be jogging 62 
miles during the month of July as part of a                      
campaign to raise funds for Autism Ireland. 
 

It is a charity that is very close to Shane’s heart as 
his six year-old son Darragh (pictured) was                       
diagnosed with autism at the age of three as 
Shane explains :  
“At the time his Mum Linda and I were floored, but 
its not about us, its about Darragh. Like all Mums 
and Dads, we fight tirelessly to makes the lives of 
our children as amazing as they can be, but as an 
autism Mum and Dad we must fight that bit                
harder”. 
 

The recent Lockdown hasn't been easy and 
played hell with their routine for Darragh as Shane 
continues :  
“Our lives are centred around a routine but when 
this routine is broken, things are turned upside 
down. Covid-19 has certainly turned our world         
upside down but we’re not the only autism family 
that has been affected by this. 
On the upside however, Darragh is now settling 
into a new routine and this world-changing event 
is the reason that I decided to do something to 
help raise awareness for Autism Ireland”. 
 

“Darragh might have autism but he also has a 
wonderful brain and he is a joker who makes me 
laugh every single day. He could tell you every 
road in Ireland and he has been singing and                   
writing the alphabet since before he was two years 
old. He is amazing, and I am doing this for him 
and all the other boys and girls that need help, so 
please donate what you can to help the lives of 
Autistic families”  he added. 
 

Here is a link to the page where you can donate to 
this very worthy cause : 
 

https://www.autismassistancedogsireland.ie/
fundraisers/shanefogarty/jog-62-miles-in-july-

challenge  
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Cahill’s  

 

 

Our prayers are asked for those whose anniversaries occur at this time  : Tess Stack, Michael   
McEllistrim, Mary Aherne, the Buckley Family of Beale Sandhills, Stevie Walsh, Rick, Tess and Michael 
Harty, Kitty Beades, William Sherlock, Olive Higginbotham, Catherine Deenihan; James, Paddy, Denis & 
Bridie Moran, Maureen Houlihan (1st Anniversary).  
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed Rest in Peace.  
 

This Week’s Anniversary Masses : Anniversary masses this coming week are as follows : Saturday July 
4th (7.00pm) - the Buckley Family of Beale Sandhills, Stevie Walsh, Rick, Tess and Michael Harty,  & Kitty 
Beades, Sunday July 5th (9.30am) - Olive Higginbotham, William O’Carroll, John Higginbotham and the 
O’Carroll and Higginbotham family Members, Sunday July 5th (11.30am) - James, Paddy, Denis & Bridie 
Moran and Catherine Deenihan 

 

Next Week’s Masses : Will be celebrated on Monday at 10.00am (Special Intention), Tuesday at 7.00pm 
(the People of the Parish), Wednesday at 10.00am (People of the Parish), Thursday at 7.00pm (Paddy 
Kindelan), Friday at 10.00am (Irene O’Connor 1st Anniversary), Saturday at 7.00pm (Denis Paul Walsh, 
Hannah Hennessy, Maureen & Michael Kennelly) Sunday at 9.30am (Tom & Michael Gleeson and             
members of the Creed & Gleeson Families), Sunday at 11.30am (Myra Hourigan and Thomas & Hannah 
Hanrahan. 
 

Attending Mass : Since Monday last June 29th mass are celebrated daily, on Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday at 10.00am, Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday at 7.00pm and on Sunday at 9.30am and 11.30am but 
numbers are presently limited to 50 people per mass, in accordance with government regulations. So, in 
order to comply, if you would like to attend one of the Masses, then please telephone the dedicated                 
number  087 7121497 which is exclusively for this purpose.  
 

The phone will be answered between 10.00am and 1.00pm each day by a member of the Parish Pastoral 
Council. Please indicate which mass you would like to attend when you call but remember that places will 
be offered on a first come basis.  
If you have any health reasons that would be unsafe for you to attend, please pray at home until it is safer 
to attend and please remember that because of Covid19 there is no obligation to attend Mass. 
People are asked to wear a mask, but this is not mandatory.  
 

Please Note : Because of reduced Church capacity constraints, people are being asked to attend Mass 
on any day during the week and in line with government guidelines, face coverings should be worn also 
when attending mass. While on Church grounds, social distance must always be maintained and any             
person classified within the “at risk” group or anybody displaying any of the COVID-19 symptoms or in  
close contact with a person who has COVID-19, should please stay at home.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

The Pieta Statue : The Pieta is one of the most popular places of 
prayer in the church and for good reason.  
It means pity or compassion  and is a particular form of the                 
lamentations of Christ.  
 

It represents Mary sorrowfully contemplating the dead body of her son 
which she holds in her lap. The original is by Michelangelo -Pietá 1495
-1500 at St Peter's Rome.  
 

Michelangelo made marble look like flesh which can be seen in those 
complicated folds of drapery.  
 

He portrayed Mary as being very youthful to have been the mother of 
a 33 year old son as he maintained that Mary never lost her youthful 
looks. It is the only artwork bearing his name. 
 

 

 

St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin    
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Cahill’s  
Main Street Ballybunion 

Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs 
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244 
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 HOME THOUGHTS FROM 

ABROAD 

 
Fr Aidan Conroy is a catholic 
priest from Ballybunion has 
been living and working in 
China since 1962. 
He is an avid reader of                   
Ballybunion News since it 
was first published and is in 
regular correspondence with 
me by email. 
 

Some weeks ago I asked him to pen a little piece 
on his memories of growing up in Ballybunion and 
his vocation and life in China, so here it is in his 
own words. 
 

Well, I was born in Cork city (do not blame me, it 
was not my choice) and I was still a baby when we 
moved to Kerry, first to Listowel and then to                    
Ballybunion where I spent my Primary school 
years under the care of Miss Burns and Master 
Allen.  
 

There were only six of us in our class: Sean J.D. 
O’Mahony (my best pal), Tim Hannon, Danny            
Shanahan, Sean Walsh of Ahafona, Rudolf Wald, 
(a war refugee under the care of the McElligotts) 
and Patrick Buckley who moved to Listowel, but as 
far as I know, Sean and I are the only survivors. 
 

We had a great time growing up, but nobody had 
any money and we were happy to get the                    
fourpence for the matinee on Sunday. We all had 
chores to do but had loads of time to run wild.                      

I spent a lot of time on the Harty’s farm. Paddy 
used to deliver the milk to us, and on Saturdays 
and nearly every day in summer, I went back with 
him to the farm. I suppose I was more a nuisance 
than anything but I had a great time. I learnt to milk 
the cows, but was never any good at it, witnessed 
the killing of a pig, got chased by ganders and rode 
horses bareback --- hanging on to the collar and 
hames for dear life, but proud of myself !  

Of course, I went home on the milk cart again as 
they used to deliver the milk morning and evening 
in those days and in the evenings, we got to play 
football in Carroll’s Field, now Rinn Bhuí Caravan 
Park. The golf club at that time was just a                       
galvanized shed between the old eighteenth  green 
and first tee and Tom Allen the manager used to                      
encourage us to ride the donkeys that roamed the 
course to take them off it.                                           

                                                      Continued on page 9 
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Continued from page 7 ………. 

As I lived on Sandhill Road, I spent a lot of time 
on the links, not paying golf, just running up and 
down the Sandhills and jumping off them with the  
Shell Valley a particular favourite jumping spot . 

As for my vocation, it all started from very false 
reasons ! On my way home from school most 
afternoons, I saw priests playing golf and I began 
to think I might be a priest too, so I could play 
golf every day ! I did not realise that they were 
always different priests who got together on their 
afternoon off to play a round and have dinner.  

There were four priests in the town and each one 
had a car which they needed as Ballybunion was 
a widespread parish back then, so if I became a 
priest, I could have a car, all very materialistic !  

As well as that, my elder brother Finbarr was 
studying to be a priest (he did not continue to the 
priesthood) and he was a talented, stylish                   
footballer. I had aims at being a good footballer 
too like him, so I would take the priesthood too !  

However, it was my mother who really inspired 
me when she caught me out in a lie and I have 
never forgotten her words: “You bold boy and 
you were inside God’s holy altar rails this                    
morning!” . The way she said it made me think 
that was a privilege to serve mass and it gave me 
a great reverence for the Mass and the                            
Eucharist. From then on, I knew that I really 
wanted to be a priest and was encouraged by 
both her and my dad to follow my vocation.   

In 1952, I went to the Salesian College in                       
Pallaskenry, County Limerick. It had been my                    
intention to be a diocesan priest, but I liked the 
school, and the Salesian staff, so it seemed only                  
natural to apply to become a Salesian myself  
after I finished there. 

I entered the novitiate in Burwash, East Sussex, 
in southern England for my year of novitiate in 
1957 along with thirteen others and of the               
fourteen, seven of us were later ordained as 
priests.  

After the novitiate, I spent two years                    
studying philosophy and other subjects and                 
another two years of practical training before           
being sent to Hong Kong in 1962, having                  
volunteered to do so during my novitiate year.  

I arrived in Tang King Po School on a Friday in 
September and found myself teaching English on 
the following Monday morning.                  

Continued on page 11 

7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri 
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun 
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The Gym at the Ballybunion Health & Leisure centre with the equipment re-arranged to comply 
with Social Distancing guidelines 
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 Continued from page 9……. 
 

In those days, there was no time given to getting 
acclimatized or learning the language, and I was 
told to pick up the language from the students, so 
one had to get stuck in right away, but happily, one 
member of the community there was Peter Coffey 
from Offaly, who had been a classmate of mine in 
Pallaskenry and had come out two years earlier.  

I spent the next seven years there teaching                    
English and classes always had forty five students 
or more, while one year I had fifty three in the one 
class. As a boarding school with over four hundred 
boarders, we also had to look after the students  
when class ended and several groups of the             
students I had back in those years, still come to 
visit me here in Macau. 

After six years there which included a refresher 
year in Philosophy, I then returned to Ireland for 
theology studies in Maynooth and I was ordained 
in Ballybunion on December 17th 1972.                    
Bishop Eamonn Casey was supposed to ordain 
me, but he was called to Rome for his alumina               
visit and it was Bishop Henry Murphy of Limerick 
who ordained me instead.  

I finished up in Maynooth the following summer 
and arrived back in Hong Kong at the beginning of 
September 1973 where I spent two years teaching 
before moving to Macau where I’ve been ever 
since and I have thoroughly enjoyed my life.   

Basically, I have been teaching English in the 
same school and we presently have over 1,600 
students between primary and secondary, most of 
whom go on to university while the numbers in 
class these days, are around thirty. 

I have great admiration for Chinese people who 
are tremendously hard workers and appreciate any 
little effort you make on their behalf. They are                
almost too polite and considerate to the point that I  
hate to get on a bus now because as I am old, and 
several people, often old themselves, will stand up 
to offer me their seat, so if the bus is rather full, I 
now tend wait for another !  
Generosity is another great Chinese trait and I do 
not remember when I last bought clothes for                        
myself as I get so many gifts that I have to pass 
most of them on to others after the donors have 
first seen me wearing them !  

Aside from teaching, I am also a priest and I have 
been celebrating Mass every Saturday evening in 
the same chapel since I came to Macau, and every 
morning for the Good Shepherd Sisters.               

                                                    Continued on page 13 
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Two Great Ballybunion Men who spent many years in the UK 
Both sadly no longer with us. Mickey O’Sullivan & Pat Hartnett 
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 Continued from page 11……. 
 

I am chaplain to five communities of the Sisters of 
charity of St. Ann, I am also chaplain to a girl’s 
school and one of the chaplains to the                    
Philippino community in Macau.  

I used to give religious instruction to people                  
desiring to be baptized, but now I am not so             
occupied with baptisms, weddings, house                 
blessings and funerals, as there are a lot more 
priests from abroad working in Macau now who 
can communicate in English.  

When I came here first, there were twenty two of 
us Salesians, but now there’s just four, and back 
then there were only three Irish people in Macau, 
but I believe there are now over fifty, mostly                
connected with hotels and casinos.  

I hope I have not bored you, and a last word,                  
I must thank my sisters Eileen and Cora, and their                  
families in Ireland for the welcome I receive from 
them on my visits home. They spoil me, and I love 
it !                                                                   Aidan 

CONDOLENCES 

Sincere condolences are expressed to the family 
of Brendan Murphy of Lahardane, Ballybunion who 
passed away on Saturday last and also to the 
Hanrahan and Burke families on the death of                 
Breda Patterson (neé Hanrahan) of Kilcullen, Co 
Kildare who passed away on Sunday last.  

LESIURE CENTRE                         

RE-OPENS 

Ballybunion Health & Leisure Centre re-opens its 
doors today (Thursday) for the first time in over 
sixteen weeks. 

The centre will be open daily to the public between 
the hours of 10.00am and 6.00pm until further               
notice and depending on the volume of usage, 
these hours may be extended or shortened, it will 
be open from 8.00am to 10.00am each day also 
for swimming lessons and spinning classes which 
must be pre-booked from 068-2811. 

The pool and gym are in use with of course                
covid-19 restrictions in place and numbers                   
confined to ten people in the gym at any one time 
and thirty seven in the pool but the Sauna, Steam 
Room and Jacuzzi, these will remain closed for the 
moment.  

Patrons are kindly asked to adhere strictly to the 
safety guidelines in place and to Social Distance. 
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The new reception area of the Ballybunion Health & Leisure Centre with Hand Sanitisers and 
Protective Screen in line with the Covid-19 safety measures 
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Staff at the Ballybunion Health & Leisure Centre in training to learn the Covid-19 safety 
measures in preparation for re-opening today (Thursday) 
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AccountantsAccountantsAccountantsAccountants    
  

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road 
Tel : 068-27428 

  

Bars Bars Bars Bars     
        

Courtney’s, Main Street 
Tel : 068-28038 

  
The Exchange Inn, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27123 
 

Liston’s Bar, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2265932 

 
Mikey Joe’s, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27288 
  

The Railway, Main Street 
Tel : 068-27303 

  

B & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / Guesthouses    
  

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,                       
Golf Links Road 
Tel : 068-27592 

  
Cashen Course House,                       

Golf Links Road 
Tel : 087-2898453 

 
Courtney’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 068-28949 
 

Liston’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 087-0962387 
 

The Tides Guesthouse 
Listowel Road 

Tel : 086-6000665 
  
 

Building & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry Services    
  

N & C Courtney, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2471670 

  
James Fogarty, Doon Road 

Tel : 087-9154265 
 

Credit UnionCredit UnionCredit UnionCredit Union    
    

Listowel Credit Union, (Ballybunion)  
Main Street 

Tel : 068-27685 

    

Dog GroomingDog GroomingDog GroomingDog Grooming    
  

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel 
Tel : 068-22040 

  
Electricians Electricians Electricians Electricians     

  
Donal Moriarty, Sandhill Road 

Tel : 087-9699572 
  

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton 
Tel : 087-8382166 

 

Financial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & Services    
    

Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston Financial 
Tel : 087-1341500 

 

Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience 
StoreStoreStoreStore    

  
Buckley’s, East End 
Tel : 083-3921792 

  

 Garden, House & Mobile Home Garden, House & Mobile Home Garden, House & Mobile Home Garden, House & Mobile Home 
Maintenance Maintenance Maintenance Maintenance     

    
John Long  

Long & Short Cuts 

Tel : 087––––    2205111 
    

Hair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & Beauty    
 

Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End 
Tel : 083-3523278 

 
Magic Scissors, East End 

Tel : 068-27568 
  

Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street 
Tel : 068-28898 

    
HotelsHotelsHotelsHotels    

  
Kilcooly’s Country House, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27112 
  

The Marine, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27139 

 
McMunn’s, Sandhill Road 

Tel : 068-28845 
 

Wilde, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27942 
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            Jolene Templeton         Rebecca Farrell                    Jenny Pye        Mikey Pa O’Sullivan     
          July 7th                              July 7th                            July 7th                       July 8th 

      Denise O’Connor          James O’Callaghan         Jack Enright              Donal Liston      
              July 2nd                            July 3rd                        July 6th                       July 6th  
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Music & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & Disco    
    

Ger Walsh 
Tel : 087-6061822 

     
Painting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating    

    
Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor 

Tel : 087-2924214 

    
PharmacyPharmacyPharmacyPharmacy    

        
Ballybunion Pharmacy 

Supervalu Complex, Main Street, 
Tel : 068– 27437 

        
PhotographersPhotographersPhotographersPhotographers    

        
Ballybunion Prints Beach 

Tel : 087-6120391 
  

Francis Bennett, Ahafona 
Tel : 087-2460491 

 
John Kelleher Photography 

Tel : 087-6428411 
  

Marie Rohan, Lisselton 
Tel : 086-3681022 

 
John Stack, Listowel 
Tel : 087-6020990 

 

Physical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy Clinic    
        

Deirdre Mulvihill, East End, 
Tel : 087–4683588 

 
Manual Solutions 
Sandhill Road 

Tel 087-9271996 

    
Satellite Television InstallationSatellite Television InstallationSatellite Television InstallationSatellite Television Installation    

    
D-Vision, Ballybunion 
Tel : 087-7558037 

 

Sports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & Recreation    
  

Ballybunion Health & Leisure,  
Tel : 068-28111 

    
 

Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney     
        

Billy Brosnan, East End 
Tel : 087-2577737 

  
Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh 

Tel : 087-2604113 
        

Veterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary Surgeons    
        

Joe O’Connor,  
Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel            

Tel : 068-22040 
 

Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services     
        

Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road 
Tel : 086-8240457 

 
  
  


