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WE’RE UP AND RUNNING

The Ladies Beach on Monday last

Ballybunion’s summer season is up and running, if last weekend is
anything to go by, with the town packed like a Bank Holiday weekend
under normal circumstances. Hotels, restaurants and pubs serving food,
were all extremely busy, the mobile parks were all full, and it was
something like old times. The only strange thing was the sight of so many
pubs on the main street with their doors closed, however, it won’t be for too
long more, as they are set to re-open on Monday week, July 20th.
Thankfully, we didn't have any of that sort of behaviour that made the news
headlines in Dublin, as all of the local premises serving food and alcohol
adhered strictly to the recommended guidelines and in line with national
policy, the local Gardaí were conducting regular spot checks to make sure
that the rules were being applied.
Although we’re not fully out of the woods yet with the virus, the gloom
seems to have lifted somewhat, the ladies can visit the hairdressers again,
the men can get a pint (with food) and the dark dreary days of late March
and April somehow seem a distant memory. Now all we need is some
decent weather to make it a real Ballybunion Summer !
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A Note from the Editor

Hello and welcome to another edition and may I
extend a huge welcome back to Ballybunion to all
of our summer regulars.
Well, the hotels, restaurants and pubs that serve
food opened last weekend and I’m sure that like
me, most of you enjoyed your first pint in almost
four months. Non-drinkers probably won’t
understand, but words cannot describe how good
that first mouthful tasted.
Last weekend was extremely busy about the place
and with some lovely sunshine on Monday, the
beaches were packed. However, since then, we’ve
had miserable wet weather and it can’t be a lot of
fun for those on holiday here at present but Please
God , we might yet get some sunshine.
The Good News this week is the return of the
hugely popular Ballybunion Community Market
in the grounds of Kilcoolys on Saturday morning
between 10.00am and 1.00pm.
There will be a fabulous array of Baked Goods,
Crafts and locally-grown Vegetables available, so
please come along and support the local traders.
Enjoy the weekend and Stay Safe
Ger
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VISITORS CAN HELP TO
KEEP KERRY SAFE
Kerry Council is asking holidaymakers to follow
public health guidelines as the country continues
to reopen for business and tourism.
A huge increase in the numbers of visitors
coming to Kerry has been recorded in the past two
weeks and the Council are asking visitors to help
to ensure that they can play their part in keeping
Kerry safe and open for visitors by following public
health guidelines by :
♦

Carrying out regular handwashing

♦

Covering your mouth and nose when
sneezing

♦

Avoiding congregating in large groups

♦

Avoiding handshaking or hugging

♦

Wearing of facemasks where necessary

We have been most fortunate to have had
extremely low levels of COVID-19 cases, and as
restrictions have eased and we welcome
visitors to the county, we would ask them to help
us to keep it that way. Kerry and indeed
Ballybunion are among Ireland’s prime tourism
destinations and we want everyone to know that
we are open for business, but we are asking all
visitors for their help to ensure that our town and
our county continue to be a safe, welcoming
location for visitors.

BACK TO BOXING
Boxing like all other sports, had to cease in late
March because of Covid-19, but the local Cashen
Vale Boxing Club are hoping to be back in action
once again by August 1st.
The club which is based at the Irish College on
Sandhill Road, will return to training again under
the Irish Athletic Boxing Association’s protocols,
with the help and guidance of Michael Ahern, the
club’s Covid Officer, as the club are currently
putting in place all the proper safety measures to
ensure a safe return to sport for their existing
members.
The Cashen Vale club are also seeking new
members and those interested in joining should
contact : Paddy Fitzmaurice on 087-7647461.
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St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin
Please pray for the souls of : Michael Collins of Trippol and Mary Ellen King (neé Walsh) of Guhard,
who died in Chicago
Our prayers are asked for those whose anniversaries occur at this time : Denis Paul Walsh,
Hannah Hennessy, Maureen & Michael Kennelly, Tom & Michael Gleeson, Myra Hourigan,
Tom & Hannah Hannon, Eamonn Walsh, Maura Murray, Christina, Dan Joe and Eamonn Leahy.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed Rest in Peace.
Anniversary Masses : Masses will be celebrated this week on Thursday (July 9th) at 7.00pm for Paddy
Kindelan, Friday at 10.00am for Irene O’Connor-1st Anniversary, Saturday at 7.00pm for Denis Paul
Walsh, Hannah Hennessy, Maureen & Michael Kennelly, Sunday at 9.30am for Tom & Michael Gleeson
and members of the Creed & Gleeson Families, Sunday at 11.30am for Myra Hourigan and Thomas &
Hannah Hanrahan, Monday at 10.00am for Maureen Houlihan-First Anniversary, Tuesday at 7.00pm &
Wednesday at 10.00am for the People of the Parish and on Thursday at 7.00pm for Denis Jones-Month’s
Mind.
Attending Mass : Masses are celebrated daily, on Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 10.00am, Tuesday,
Thursday & Saturday at 7.00pm and on Sunday at 9.30am and 11.30am but numbers are presently
limited to 50 people per mass, in accordance with government regulations.
So, in order to comply, if you would like to attend one of the Masses, then please telephone the dedicated
number 087 7121497 which is exclusively for this purpose.
The phone will be answered between 10.00am and 1.00pm each day by a member of the Parish Pastoral
Council. Please indicate which mass you would like to attend when you call but remember that places will
be offered on a first come basis. If you have any health reasons that would be unsafe for you to attend,
please pray at home until it is safer to attend and please remember that because of Covid19 there is no
obligation to attend Mass. People are asked to wear a mask, but this is not mandatory.
Please Note : Because of reduced Church capacity constraints, people are being asked to attend Mass
on any day during the week. While on Church grounds, social distance must always be maintained and
any person classified within the “at risk” group or anybody displaying any of the COVID-19 symptoms or in
close contact with a person who has COVID-19, should please stay at home.
Thank you for your cooperation.
The Sacred Heart : Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is
one of the most widely practised Catholic devotions as the
heart of Jesus is viewed as a symbol of 'God's boundless and
passionate love for all people'.
The devotion is concerned with the long suffering love and
compassion for the heart of Christ towards humanity and the
popularization of this devotion in its modern form, comes from
a French Nun, Sister Margaret Mary Alacoque, who said that
she learned the devotion from Jesus during a series of
apparitions to her between 1673-1675.
The image of the Sacred Heart is often depicted as a flaming
heart, shining with divine light, pierced by the lance-wound to
Jesus on the Cross, encircled by the crown of thorns
surmounted by a cross and bleeding.
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The wounds and crown of thorns allude to the manner of
Jesus' death, while the fire represents the transformative
power of divine love.
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Cahill’s
Main Street Ballybunion
Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244
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THE OPEN THAT NEARLY
WASN’T
Sunday last, was the 20th
anniversary of the final
round of the 2000
Murphy’s Irish Open played
at Ballybunion which was
won by Sweden’s Patrik
Sjoland (right).
In terms of commercial
success, it was probably
the greatest event that the
town of Ballybunion has
ever hosted, with every
available accommodation
within miles totally booked
out, while the shops,
restaurants, and pubs did a roaring trade.
I looked up the Kerryman archive and
under the heading “Ballybunion runs out of
Beer”, Journalist and Ballybunion native Deirdre
Walsh wrote on the Friday after the event :
“Bring back the Irish Open as soon as possible
was the unanimous verdict from the business
community of Ballybunion and its publicans in
particular, many of whom ran out of beer on
Saturday night last, as thousands of thirsty punters
thronged the North Kerry resort over the weekend.
Ballybunion’s debut as the host club for the 2000
Murphy’s Irish Open was largely regarded as a
resounding success with Murphy’s Managing
Director Padraic Liston declaring it as the best
ever”
The business people of the town declared that they
want the event back again but in response,
ex-officio captain of Ballybunion Golf Club Fintan
Scannell also speaking to the Kerryman said :
“The club must now assess what damage the
40,000 spectators did to the course before
exploring the possibility of hosting another”.
Local hotelier Kevin O’Callaghan was Chairman of
Ballybunion Development Company at the time
and Kevin said in an interview with Deirdre :
“Everybody associated with the running of this
event can take a bow, especially the Gardai, who
had an excellent traffic plan in place and
Ballybunion has now proven itself, so there’s no
reason why we couldn't host another major golf
event in the future”
Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 7

Our present Garda Sergeant Mick McCarthy,
was in charge of policing the town that week and
Mick’s vivid memory is of the crowds :
“My memory is of the huge crowds and the happy
atmosphere that the whole event brought to the
place. There was a bounce about the town and I
remember seeing Harrington and Clarke with a
few of the Swedish lads mingling with the crowds
on the street at night and nobody bothered them.
The bars were thronged and there was a
carnival atmosphere, it was like Mardi Gras, but
from a policing point of view, there wasn't a
single incident to report because everyone was
just having fun and enjoying themselves. The
Sunday of the Open stands out in my memory as
well for the beautiful weather and the massive
crowds around the eighteenth green”.
Publican John Dee from the Railway Bar recalls
how busy the bar was :
“It was a mad week in the bar, on the Friday we
had our biggest day’s takings since we opened
fifteen years before and we doubled it on the
Saturday night. On Sunday morning I had to go
to Galvin’s in Listowel with a cow box (trailer) to
get more drink because there wasn't a drop of
beer or sprits of any kind, left in the bar after
Saturday night. It was the best thing that ever
happened to Ballybunion, we had never seen
anything like it before or since, and we could
certainly do with it again”
Local Fire Chief and Taxi Driver Billy Brosnan
recalls what he was doing that week :
“We (the fire brigade) were doing twelve hour
shifts on standby at the tented village in case
anything went wrong, but thankfully, there was
only one minor incident all week, which was a
small gas leak in one of the catering tents and it
amounted to nothing really. At night, the town
was crazy busy and trying to drive down through
the crowd on the street was extremely difficult,
but it was a great week for the town”.

7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun

Ballybunion almost didn't have the event because
of concerns among some members of the
committee who ran the golf club at the time, over
the possible damage to the course which could
impact on the club’s future revenue, and after
numerous discussions and debates, a vote was
taken at a meeting and the committee actually
voted against the hosting of the tournament by a
single vote.
Continued on page 11
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Eimear Moriarty & Derek Nagle displaying the fabulous array of Scones, Pastries, Muffins,
Breads and Coffee now available form the Marine Hotel each day from 9.00am.

10

11

Continued from page 9….

John & Marian Dee pictured with Bernhard Langer and
Kieran O’Sullivan from Murphy’s Brewery at the Irish
Open in 2000.

As a member of committee at the time, I recall
some of my fellow members getting serious abuse in
the days that followed because of turning down the
chance to host the event and even though the
minutes of the meeting and the details of the vote
were meant to be confidential, somehow, the dogs in
the street knew which way each one of the 19
committee members had voted !
The “No” vote wasn’t going down well locally (as you
can imagine) and within days, a group of twenty golf
club members had signed a petition calling an EGM
of the club, at which the majority of the membership
voted to over turn the committee’s decision and
so, Ballybunion became the host venue for the 2000
Irish Open.
The course was switched back to its original routing
with the present sixth hole becoming the first and the
present fifth becoming the eighteenth, and access to
the course was only from the town end, which
allowed spectators to walk to the event and totally
reduced traffic congestion on the Sandhill Road.
The tented village was located in what was formerly
known as “Joe’s Garden”, (the field in between the
Rhinn Bhuí caravan park and the present sixth hole),
while all of the catering, bar, and shopping facilities
at the event, were all within walking distance of the
town.
The clubhouse was closed to everyone except
players, tournament officials and committee, while a
massive Press Centre located inside the front gate
housed the media facilities and catering for the
hundreds of golfing press, television and radio
crews. I had a Press Pass and a Committee Pass
so I was fortunate to have access to all areas for the
week including the clubhouse but we were not
allowed to interview players in the bar or dining
room.
Continued on page 13
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The late Padraig Liston (left) MD of Murphy’s Brewery raises a glass to the winner of the
2000 Murphy’s Irish Open Patrik Sjoland with Minister for Sport Jim McDaid also in the picture
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Continued from page 11……….

The Star Attraction of the event for most, was the
legendary Spaniard Seve Ballesteros but rounds of
75 & 74 saw the five-time major winner miss the
half-way cut by some six shots.
However, he wasn't the only “Big Name” who had
the weekend off as he was joined by the likes of
Justin Rose, Sam Torrance, Sandy Lyle, Ian
Poulter and Miguel Angel Jiminez.
Rather than pack his bags and depart likes the
others, Seve elected to stay around and spend the
Saturday and Sunday on the driving range working
on his game with his brother and coach Manuel.
As I mentioned earlier, I was working for Radio
Kerry that week and was assigned a female
broadcast assistant who knew absolutely nothing
about golf. I had spoken to Seve and arranged a
time for an interview but she begged me to let her
do it and after hours of constant nagging,
I relented, and wrote out a few suitable questions
for her.
Thankfully, it wasn't live on air and we headed for
the range with our recording equipment, me doing
her job and she doing mine. However, when it
came to the big moment, she totally fell to pieces
when Seve kissed her on the cheek after being
introduced and I had to step in and conduct the
interview.
Seve was an absolute gentleman, a dream to
interview, and he couldn't have been nicer or more
complimentary about the course and it is
something that I will forever cherish.
Although I still have a recording of the interview on
a mini disc somewhere in my archives, I sadly
never managed to get a photo with him as none of
us had a camera at the time and camera phones
hadn't been invented back then.
I have many fond memories of the 2000 Murphys
Irish Open but that is my outstanding one and I
hope our readers enjoyed our look back at it.
Will Ballybunion host an Irish Open again ?
Its highly unlikely for several reasons, but mainly
because these days, the host club are required to
pay a huge sum towards the cost of having the
event and I don’t honestly see Ballybunion Golf
club going down that road.
The town and the course proved that they were
both up to the task of hosting such an event and
you should never, say never, as things may
change in the coming years, but let’s just say not
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A deserted Men’s Beach in late evening captured by Mike Enright
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Sisters Ruth & Grace McCarthy celebrating their birthdays at McMunns on
Saturday night
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Accountants

Dog Grooming

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road
Tel : 068-27428

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Bars

Electricians

Courtney’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-28038

Donal Moriarty, Sandhill Road
Tel : 087-9699572

The Exchange Inn, Main Street
Tel : 068-27123

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton
Tel : 087-8382166

Liston’s Bar, Main Street
Tel : 087-2265932

Financial Advice & Services
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston Financial
Tel : 087-1341500

Mikey Joe’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-27288
The Railway, Main Street
Tel : 068-27303

Filling Station & Convenience
Store

B & B / Guesthouses

Buckley’s, East End
Tel : 083-3921792

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 068-27592

Garden, House & Mobile Home
Maintenance

Cashen Course House,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 087-2898453

John Long
Long & Short Cuts
Tel : 087– 2205111

Courtney’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 068-28949

Hair & Beauty
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End
Tel : 083-3523278

Liston’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 087-0962387

Magic Scissors, East End
Tel : 068-27568

The Tides Guesthouse
Listowel Road
Tel : 086-6000665

Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street
Tel : 068-28898

Building & Carpentry Services

Hotels

N & C Courtney, Main Street
Tel : 087-2471670

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main Street
Tel : 068-27112

James Fogarty, Doon Road
Tel : 087-9154265

The Marine, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27139

Credit Union

McMunn’s, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-28845

Listowel Credit Union, (Ballybunion)
Main Street
Tel : 068-27685

Wilde, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27942
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LIVING WITH LEVIATHAN - COVID-19
By Psychotherapist Tom Griffin
Yesterday a friend of mine likened the coronavirus to the sea monster Leviathan, we do not see him, but
he could be lurking around underwater, ready to surface anytime and if this is so, it will shape the way we
live for the rest of our lives.
Put simply, our lives are shaped by how we see ourselves, others, the world, life and God. During this
time of crisis, and that is how this pandemic presents, we have all adapted or did not as the case may be,
to what suddenly came to our doorstep.
Whether you see the government regulations as the big bad wolf leading to a New World Order or just
take them at face value as mere safety measures, one thing is for sure…that is, it has impacted the life of
every person on the planet.
So how have we, or you, been impacted by the presence of coronavirus and its subsequent lockdown,
social distancing and cocooning measures ? Some have pulled themselves up by the bootstraps and just
got on with it, while others have found it extremely difficult to cope, whether because of the death of a
loved one, fear of dying, being alone, financial loss or missing contact.
Now that we are re-emerging, how are we different ? how do I relate differently? Typically, people become
more conservative, compliant, individualistic and less sociable. For some, old patterns of inwardly closing
down has become the norm. Hopelessness, anxiety and depression are on the increase.
However, this has not been the case for all. Others have valued the extra time for reflection, appreciating
nature, doing something creative, or for having more time with close family and for most, it has been a
combination of both the positive and the negative aspects.
Coming out of this season may be unexpectedly challenging or different. Someone mentioned to me that
in visiting a city recently they felt the buildings were closing in on them. A normal response coming from a
place of lockdown.
An essential ingredient in moving forward is not to steam ahead but to intentionally look at the process of
how this curveball has impacted you and how you see yourself, others and life differently.
Perhaps you fear the re-surfacing of your personal leviathans ? Having the space to look at such
questions may prove to be a valuable resource. To this effect, a deliberate space is being accommodated
and facilitated by True Colours Psychotherapy this summer, on Wednesday July 15th.
For further information or to book a place on “The Challenges of Covid-19”, details can be found at
www.truecolourspsychotherapy.com or by contacting me by email : tomgriffinfaha@gmail.com

GRAVEYARD MASS
The Annual Mass will take place at Kilconly Graveyard on Friday July 31st at 7.30pm.
Due to the current pandemic and to adhere to Government guidelines, attendees are politely requested to
remain by your family plot and to please observe social distancing.

CONDOLENCES
Sincere condolences are expressed to Brian, Kelly & Emma O’Neill of Tullamore, Ballybunion on the
recent and sudden death of Brian’s brother Mike of Ballymackessy, Ballylongford.
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IT WON’T BE LONG
Several of Ballybunion’s Bars are making changes to ensure that social distancing guidelines can be
adhered to when they re-open for business on Monday July 20th. Next week, I will be visiting a few and
speaking to publicans about what safety measures they have taken.
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Donal Walsh
July 9th

Patrick Fogarty
July 12th

Ann-Marie Fogarty
July 9th

Joan O’Connor
July 11th

Phillip Julian
July 13th

Michael Daffy
July 14th
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Deirdre Mulvihill
July 11th

Mossie Brosnan
July 15th
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Music & Disco

Taxis/Hackney

Ger Walsh
Tel : 087-6061822

Billy Brosnan, East End
Tel : 087-2577737

Painting & Decorating

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh
Tel : 087-2604113

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor
Tel : 087-2924214

Veterinary Surgeons

Pharmacy

Joe O’Connor,
Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Ballybunion Pharmacy
Supervalu Complex, Main Street,
Tel : 068– 27437

Upholstery Services
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road
Tel : 086-8240457

Photographers
Ballybunion Prints Beach
Tel : 087-6120391
Francis Bennett, Ahafona
Tel : 087-2460491
John Kelleher Photography
Tel : 087-6428411
Marie Rohan, Lisselton
Tel : 086-3681022
John Stack, Listowel
Tel : 087-6020990

Physical Therapy Clinic
Deirdre Mulvihill, East End,
Tel : 087–4683588
Manual Solutions
Sandhill Road
Tel 087-9271996

Satellite Television Installation
D-Vision, Ballybunion
Tel : 087-7558037

Sports & Recreation
Ballybunion Health & Leisure,
Tel : 068-28111
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