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TAOISEACH ENDORSES BALLYBUNION

Ireland’s Taoiseach Micheál Martin endorsed Ballybunion as a top holiday
destination last weekend when commenting on the need for Irish people to
holiday at home.
“Forget Bali, Go to Ballybunion instead” was the message from the
newly-elected Taoiseach who was pleading with the Irish public to avoid
non-essential travel abroad and to holiday at home in 2020.
Speaking on television, the Taoiseach said : “Staycations are the way to go
and I think Ballybunion in County Kerry would be an excellent location for a
holiday”. Holidaying at home is something that would boost our own
tourism industry and hospitality sector and Public Health advice has to be
supreme here. There’s no getting away from the fact that International
travel poses risks and while it’s a difficult time for the aviation industry,
those are the facts and we have to deal with them” .
A ringing endorsement indeed from the Corkman, and hopefully people will
take his advise and come to Ballybunion over the coming weeks and
months to enjoy all that we have to offer.
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A Note from the Editor

Hello and welcome to another edition of
Ballybunion News.
The town enjoyed another extremely busy weekend
with a little bit of sunshine on Friday and
Saturday, while the Restaurants and Bars serving
food were all extremely busy.
Sadly, the pubs will not now be allowed to open
on Monday next and with the expected opening
date now set for August 10th, the summer season
will be a complete “write off” for Ballybunion’s
publicans.
The Community Market got off to a great start on
Saturday last in the Garden of Kilcooly’s and
continues each Saturday for July and August
where there is a fabulous range of locally-grown
produce as well as items of photography and local
crafts.
The sun is back again as I write this on Thursday
and the forecast for the next few days looks pretty
okay, so it should be busy about the place.
Enjoy the weekend and Stay Safe
Ger
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KERRY BOYS
CHAMPIONSHIP
CANCELLED
Ballybunion Golf Club took the difficult
decision during the past week to cancel the
Kerry Boys Championship for this year
because of the ongoing situation with
Covid-19.
This hugely popular event on the Irish Junior
Golfing Calendar is usually played in the
second week of August each year since its
inception in 1972, and this will be the first
year that it will not take place, but it will
return again in 2021.

A MESSAGE FROM
MCFADDENS FUNFAIR

This is usually the time of year we pay our annual
visit to Ballybunion and over the past month we
have received in excess of two hundred enquires
as to when we will be visiting with the Funfair.
However, after deliberations with Arthur Boyle and
Elizabeth Reilly, owners of the Sandhill Road site
where we usually set up, we have reluctantly
decided not to operate in Ballybunion this year.
Whilst our funfair is completely Covid-19
compliant, we are very conscious of the everchanging environment, and in the best interest of
our staff and the wider Ballybunion community,
who have supported us so well over the years, we
feel that we should focus on our 2021 season.
Our families have operated in Ballybunion since
the mid 1950s, and it is a place we have a strong
connection with, so we wish all the business
community the best of luck, and hope the families
and visitors to Ballybunion, enjoy what is left of the
summer.
We look forward to welcoming our thrill-seekers
from Ballybunion and the surrounds in 2021, so
until then stay safe.
Thelma Fox McFadden
Director & Events Manager
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St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin
Please pray for the soul of : Dr Kieran Briscoe of Gortnaskehy who died on Saturday last.
Our prayers are asked for those whose anniversaries occur at this time : Sr. Lelia Sheahan,
Madge Sheahan, Sheila Sheahan, Bro. Hugh Sheahan, Elizabeth McElligott, Mons. Edward Kissane,
Deceased members of Leahy and O’Sullivan Families, Nora and Madge McMahon, Peg Moran & Eamonn
O’Connor. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed Rest in Peace.
Anniversary Masses : Masses will be celebrated this week on Saturday at 7.00pm for Sr. Lelia
Sheahan, Madge Sheahan, Sheila Sheahan, Brother Hugh Sheahan, Elizabeth McElligott,, Mons.
Edward Kissane.
Sunday at 9.30am for Deceased Members of the O’Sullivan and Leahy families of
Doon Road, and on Sunday at 11.30am for Nora & Madge McMahon.
Monday 10.00am and Tuesday at 7.00pm for the people of the parish, and on Wednesday at 10.00am
for Eileen Hogan-Kiely.
Friday at 10.00am for the people of the parish, Saturday at 7.00pm for Margaret O’Connor
(First Anniversary).
Sunday at 9.30am for Jeremiah (Jerome) King (Second Anniversary) and on Sunday at 11.30am for Seamus & Mary-Anne Treacy and deceased members of the Healy & Treacy families, John & Elizabeth
McCarthy, and Alice, Jack Moran and Micheal Moran
Attending Mass : Masses are celebrated daily, on Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 10.00am, Tuesday,
Thursday & Saturday at 7.00pm and on Sunday at 9.30am and 11.30am but numbers are presently
limited to 50 people per mass, in accordance with government regulations.
So, in order to comply, if you would like to attend one of the Masses, then please telephone the dedicated
number 087 7121497 which is exclusively for this purpose.
The phone will be answered between 10.00am and 1.00pm each day by a member of the Parish Pastoral
Council. Please indicate which mass you would like to attend when you call but remember that places will
be offered on a first come basis. If you have any health reasons that would be unsafe for you to attend,
please pray at home until it is safer to attend and please remember that because of Covid19 there is no
obligation to attend Mass. People are asked to wear a mask, but this is not mandatory.
Please Note : Because of reduced Church capacity constraints, people are being asked to attend Mass
on any day during the week. While on Church grounds, social distance must always be maintained and
any person classified within the “at risk” group or anybody displaying any of the COVID-19 symptoms or in
close contact with a person who has COVID-19, should please stay at home.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Mary : Devotion to Mary is present in Christian tradition and practices since the early Christian times.
Mary the mother of Jesus is Mary the Mother of his body-the Church.
Christians have connected with Mary as intercessor, protector, Mother
and much more since the beginning of
Christianity.
Marian Devotion is present in every Catholic parish and most Christian
churches throughout the world. This statue of Mary is one of the most
popular statue for prayer in Ballybunion Church.

Cahill’s
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Cahill’s
Main Street Ballybunion
Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244
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CONDOLENCES
Ballybunion News Would like to extend sincere
condolences to the family of the late Dr Kieran
Briscoe of Gortnaskehy and to Marie Tackaberry
and family of Church Road on the death of her
sister Deirdre Laide (née O’Sullivan) who passed
away recently. May They Rest in Peace.

RENTAL ACCOMMODATION
Ballybunion News has received a number of
requests recently from people looking for rental
accommodation in the town for the remainder of
July and the month of August.
If you have a house, apartment or lodge available
for rent, please get in touch with us on 0876061822 or by email to
mail@ballybunionnews.com and we will pass
your details on to the interested parties.

COVID-19 IN IRELAND
THE FACTS & FIGURES
As of Wednesday evening, the total number of
people in the Republic of Ireland who tested
positive for the Covid-19 virus was 25,683 while
the number of deaths was 1,748.
The country’s population according to the last
census in 2016 was 4.9 million people which
means that just above one half of one percent of
the population have been infected.
However, of the 25,683 people who tested
positive in Ireland, the number who have died
(1,748) represents an usual high of 6.8%.
World-wide as of Wednesday evening, a total of
13,287,651 people had tested positive while
577,954 died from it giving a percentage of 4.3%.
Here in Kerry, there have been just 316 positive
cases since the outbreak began, which relates to
just 1.2%, while there have been 6 deaths which is
0.34% those who have died nationally.
Kerry didn't register a single positive result in
almost four weeks but there have been seven positive cases in the past fortnight.
Doubts remain as to the correct number of deaths
nationally but 90% of those whose deaths have
been registered as Covid-related, are people over
the age of 65, 57% females and 43% male.
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BEWARE OF THE COVID
APP SCAM

The current Covid-19 pandemic has given
criminals and scammers a new opportunity to
target those who have download the new HSE
Covid Tracker App.
Here’s how its works :
The phone rings and the voice at the other end
tells you that they are from the HSE and that
according to their system, you have been in close
proximity to someone who has tested positive for
Covid-19.
If you ask them how they know this, they will tell
you that you recently downloaded the Tracker
App and that is where they got their information.
(If you say that you haven't downloaded it, they
simply hang up).
They will go on to tell you that you must now selfisolate for fourteen days and will also need to be
tested. (If you ask who the person was that
tested positive, they will say its confidential)
The Scammer will then ask you for your address
and Eircode, so that they can send you a testing
Kit and they will also ask you for your Debit/
Credit Card details to take a one-off payment of
€50 for the Kit.

7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun

If you question this and ask why the test is not
free, they will say that it is free, but could take
weeks for a free kit to arrive, but a payment will
speed it up, to put your mind at rest.
Any further questions from you and they will
either inform you that there are penalties for not
complying, or they will simply hang up, and move
on to the next person.
Scammers operate a numbers game, they phone
maybe twenty people to catch one, and there are
always vulnerable people who will fall for their
lies, so be careful and don’t get caught !
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Ballybunion Golf Club members Ed McMahon (left) and Paul Callaghan (right) bumped into Golf
Star Matt Kuchar at Winged Foot last week where he was getting some practice for the US
Open in September
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Beale GAA NEWS with Bríd Griffin
Back in Training : It’s great to see buzzing activity
at the pitch during the past week, with all players and
management teams back training and to ensure a
safe return to training and games, we have put key
control measures in place.
Access to the pitch is limited and sanitising stations
set up. A Covid supervisor has been assigned to
each team and is in attendance at every training
session. Adult players, parents & guardians of under
-age players and team personnel are required to
complete an online E-Learning module and health
questionnaire prior to their return.
Minor County League : While many teams have
organised challenge games, competitions start this
weekend when our minors welcome Finuge to Páirc
de Staic on Friday evening at 7 o’clock, in the
County League, Group H. Other teams in our group
include St Senans and Emmetts.
New Format : In light of COVID restrictions, formats
of the County League competitions have been
redrafted. For Minors and Juniors, groups of four
teams have been formed, with each team playing
three games. The relative strength of participating
teams and geographical considerations have been
taken into account when deciding groupings.
Currently, there are no plans to continue the Senior
County League, but this will be re-visited in August
or September.
Junior Championship : Beale Seniors will contest
this Junior Championship and again there are four
teams in our group, with the top two teams qualifying
for quarter final spots. Our first game will be the last
weekend of July, with games continuing the following
two weekends.
North Kerry Championship : This is provisionally
scheduled to kick off early September and we await
further details.
Volunteers : In recent months, Beale GAA members
have been very busy volunteering in the community
and providing non- emergency support but now that
most people have returned to work, this has been
scaled down.
Beale GAA wishes to express a huge thank you to
everyone who volunteered and helped out in any
way in our community effort.
Go raibh míle maith agaibh go léir!
For updates, follow us on Facebook
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Finalists in the Snooker Doubles Championship at Ballybunion Golf Club in 2003
Ger Walsh, Michael Shanahan (RIP), Donal Liston & John Stack with Referee Tommy Corridan at the back
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CLOSE THE AIRPORTS AND
OPEN THE PUBS
The Irish Government’s announcement on
Wednesday evening that pubs will remain shut, is
another hammer blow to the hospitality and
tourism industry and indeed to Ballybunion.
Having been closed since Sunday March 15th, a
total of 18 weeks, publicans were looking forward
to opening their doors again and welcoming back
customers having already missed out on three
Bank Holiday weekends and St Patrick’s Day,
when they would normally be extremely busy.
Now, they are set to miss out on another Bank
Holiday weekend in August and nothing can make
up for the thousands in lost earnings. In fact, the
closure has cost the pubs even more, because in
order to prepare for the planned re-opening, they
have all had to shell out for sanitising stations,
screens, signage and in some cases
refurbishment, to meet with the social distancing
requirements.
This is a shocking decision from the Government
who have opened up the airports and are currently
allowing up to three flights a day into the country
from the USA where the virus is still rampant.
Speaking to Ballybunion News John Dee from the
Railway Bar who has been in business for the past
35 years said : “This is devastating and very
disheartening because the 10th of August usually
sees the wind down of the season here in
Ballybunion. I just don’t understand it, if pubs are
following the social distancing guidelines and are
doing everything right, what’s the problem ?
The loss of earnings is a huge thing, but on top of
that, it is costing every one of us more money to
get our premises Covid compliant”
Apparently, the Government decision was taken
on the advice of the National Public Health
Emergency team as a result of the recent rise in
positive cases of Covid-19 particularly among
young people with house parties being blamed for
much of this.
Surely, keeping the pubs closed with a huge bank
holiday weekend coming up, is only asking for
more trouble, as people will turn again to house
parties if they cant go to the pub.
Many people believe that a second and more
serious wave of the virus is upon us and that may
well be the case, but I do believe the Government
would have been better off closing the airports and
opening the pubs to suppress the virus.
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FAI President Gerry McAnaney with LB Rovers members David Tyrell, Eoin O’Mahony
& Ignatius O’Brien at their Bucket Collection in Ballybunion last weekend
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Former BGC Head Professional Ted Higgins (centre) was back in Ballybunion for a visit on
Wednesday and is pictured here with his son Ted (right) and BGC Men’s Captain Sean Healy
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Accountants

Dog Grooming

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road
Tel : 068-27428

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Bars

Electricians

Courtney’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-28038

Donal Moriarty, Sandhill Road
Tel : 087-9699572

The Exchange Inn, Main Street
Tel : 068-27123

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton
Tel : 087-8382166

Liston’s Bar, Main Street
Tel : 087-2265932

Financial Advice & Services
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston Financial
Tel : 087-1341500

Mikey Joe’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-27288
The Railway, Main Street
Tel : 068-27303

Filling Station & Convenience
Store

B & B / Guesthouses

Buckley’s, East End
Tel : 083-3921792

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 068-27592

Garden, House & Mobile Home
Maintenance

Cashen Course House,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 087-2898453

John Long
Long & Short Cuts
Tel : 087– 2205111

Courtney’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 068-28949

Hair & Beauty
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End
Tel : 083-3523278

Liston’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 087-0962387

Magic Scissors, East End
Tel : 068-27568

The Tides Guesthouse
Listowel Road
Tel : 086-6000665

Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street
Tel : 068-28898

Building & Carpentry Services

Hotels

N & C Courtney, Main Street
Tel : 087-2471670

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main Street
Tel : 068-27112

James Fogarty, Doon Road
Tel : 087-9154265

The Marine, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27139

Credit Union

McMunn’s, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-28845

Listowel Credit Union, (Ballybunion)
Main Street
Tel : 068-27685

Wilde, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27942
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Eleanor O’Sullivan
July 15th

James Kelly
July 17th

Bridgene Sheehan
July 15th

Dave McMunn
July 17th

Fiona Costello
July 18th

Darren Williams
July 20th
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Estella Perez
July 17th

Paul Sauser
July 20th
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Music & Disco

Taxis/Hackney

Ger Walsh
Tel : 087-6061822

Billy Brosnan, East End
Tel : 087-2577737

Painting & Decorating

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh
Tel : 087-2604113

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor
Tel : 087-2924214

Veterinary Surgeons

Pharmacy

Joe O’Connor,
Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Ballybunion Pharmacy
Supervalu Complex, Main Street,
Tel : 068– 27437

Upholstery Services
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road
Tel : 086-8240457

Photographers
Ballybunion Prints Beach
Tel : 087-6120391
Francis Bennett, Ahafona
Tel : 087-2460491
John Kelleher Photography
Tel : 087-6428411
Marie Rohan, Lisselton
Tel : 086-3681022
John Stack, Listowel
Tel : 087-6020990

Physical Therapy Clinic
Deirdre Mulvihill, East End,
Tel : 087–4683588
Manual Solutions
Sandhill Road
Tel 087-9271996

Satellite Television Installation
D-Vision, Ballybunion
Tel : 087-7558037

Sports & Recreation
Ballybunion Health & Leisure,
Tel : 068-28111
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