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BALLYBUNION WEATHERS THE STORM

Ballybunion has been in the news quite a bit this week, beginning on
Monday, after an individual posted a photograph of the packed beach on a
Twitter page, complaining about the crowds and the apparent lack of social
distancing, while another person tweeted : “I took a drive to Ballybunion
yesterday and the place was packed, no social distancing and very few
wearing masks”
In fairness, the beach does look like it is pretty packed in the picture but it
was taken from overhead on the cliffs and is very misleading, as most of
the groups are families, and are keeping their distance from other beach
users.
The picture and comment kicked off a lively social media debate, and
further comments were very fully supportive of Ballybunion, leaving the
person who posted the picture in no doubt that her actions were not
appreciated and that Ballybunion is indeed an extremely safe place to
holiday, with social distancing being practised everywhere within the town
and on the beaches. However, there is an actual problem here that badly
needs addressing by Kerry County Council.
Continued on page 3
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A Note from the Editor

Hello and welcome to another edition of
Ballybunion News.
We’ve had an extremely busy few days with lots
of sunshine and packed beaches as Irish
people are following Government guidelines and
staying at home for their holidays this year.
Sadly, the rain is back as I write this but there’s
more good weather on the way in the coming days
apparently.
You may notice that you have been directed this
week to my brand new website which is Smart
Phone friendly and where you can also read a
number of past issues.
You must appreciate however, that it is a work in
progress that I’m doing myself, and I’m no expert ,
so there may be a few hiccups along the way like a
current problem with our email which I am trying
to sort out.
Don’t forget to visit the Community Market on
Saturday morning, enjoy the weekend and Stay
Safe
Ger
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Continued from front page…..

Ballybunion has been enjoying an extremely busy
few weeks since the hotels and restaurants were
allowed to re-open on June 29th, but there is a
serious lack of basic facilities to deal with the high
volumes of visitors and that is totally down to
Kerry County Council.
I’m talking mainly about toilet and refuse facilities
which have been a major talking point since the
season got underway.
We have enjoyed a spell of good weather over the
past number of weekends but the toilet facilities at
the beaches are totally inadequate, resulting in
extremely long queues and in some cases people
have been seen relieving themselves behind the
toilet blocks in full view of those overhead.
The problem is that a number of the cubicles on
the Ladies beach are out of action having been
shut down because of Covid-19, with just two out
of the six in the ladies toilets operational, while the
urinal in the Men’s toilet is also out of action for
the same reason.
The newly-built toilets beside the shops close to
the Castle Green have yet to be opened, though
they have been completed, and we’re led to
believe that an electrical fault is causing the hold
up, so basically, we have little or no toilet facilities
for the thousands of visitors that are currently
passing through the town.

Rubbish and overflowing bins is another huge
problem of late. Restaurants have limited space
because of social distancing and with the pubs
closed, people are purchasing food from local
takeaways and eating in the streets. Sadly, they
are not disposing of their rubbish in a proper
manner and the street is constantly littered with
chip cartons and discarded pizza boxes.
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 3………

The number of rubbish bins about the place is
totally inadequate for this time of the year, but
Kerry County Council are refusing to supply any
extra, because people have been using them to
dispose of their household rubbish, while litter on
the beach is also a huge problem with glass beer
bottles in particular, a huge hazard.
Ballybunion is a tourist resort and a good one, in
fact, there’s none better in Kerry, and we’re
delighted to welcome the thousands of Irish people
that are being encouraged to holiday at home this
year (I hate that word staycation).
However, to deal with the influx of people in such
high volumes, we badly need some more basic
facilities such as toilets and proper rubbish
disposal, its not a lot to ask for, and it seems that
Kerry County Council can find money for
everything else, except basic human needs in a
busy seaside town.
Local shops and restaurants are able to monitor
large volumes of people with great success and
deal with issues like hand sanitising and social
distancing, yet there are no such facilities on our
beaches which are one of our main assets.
Chairman of the Community Forum Donal Liston
told Ballybunion News : “Ballybunion is currently a
very safe place to holiday, we welcome everyone
here, and I want that message to get out there, but
we are not living in normal times right now with the
pandemic.
I am not telling people to stay away, but currently
the town is unable to cope with the large numbers
of people who are visiting us because of the lack
of basic facilities, so what I am doing, is calling on
Kerry County Council to open up all of the toilets
on the ladies beach, sort out the electrical problem
to open up the new toilets, and please supply us
with some more rubbish bins”.
“I am also asking visitors to Ballybunion show a
little consideration, be socially conscious and
respect our town and our beaches” he added.
In the past week, I have dealt with several
complaints about the lack of toilet facilities, rubbish
bins over flowing, litter on the street, bottles on the
beach etc, and while I’m always glad to help out
where I can, and point people in the right direction
to solve a problem, Ballybunion News is not a
forum for handling complaints about rubbish and
toilets and these matters should be addressed to
Kerry County Council.
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Cahill’s
Main Street Ballybunion
Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244
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ON THE POSITIVE SIDE OF
THINGS

Ballybunion has received some negative publicity
this past week in the media but on the positive side
of things, there were also two very nice mentions
for the town in national newspapers.
On Saturday last, the Irish Independent had a Wild
Atlantic Way supplement which gave very
favourable comment to the fantastic Bromore Cliffs
(pictured) which are located just a mile or two north
of the town, and the owner of the cliffs, Mike
Flahive spoke to Ballybunion News :
“Things have really picked up this year and the
mentions we got in the Independent and on the
“Holidaying at Home” leaflets which were recently
distributed to households, have certainly helped.
We’ve been very busy of late and unlike other
years when Germans and Americans would make
up 60% of our visitors, this year its all Irish people
and we even had to open up a field to allow for
extra parking last weekend because we were so
busy”
On Monday, a fabulous
article in the Irish
Examiner by well-known
novelist Alice Taylor
(pictured) entitled “Mo
Laethanta Saoire” (My
Holidays in English), told
the story of how she
visited Ballybunion as a
young girl each year for
an annual holiday with her family.
The article went on to describe Ballybunion in the
1940’s, mentioning things like the visiting “Fit Up”
shows, boarding houses and even Cissy Mac’s
Shop which she called a “Treasure Trove of Nick
Knacks” and it would have certainly brought back
many memories for our older readers.
It was a Ballybunion that most of us have only
heard about from our parents and grandparents,
but Alice brought it to life with her wonderful
individual style of writing.
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St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin
Our prayers are asked for those whose anniversaries occur at this time : Margaret O’Connor,
Jeremiah (Jerome) King, Lumi Akintoye (Grandson of Carrie Williams), Seamus & Mary-Anne Treacy and
John & Elizabeth McCarthy
Anniversary Masses : Masses will be celebrated this week for :
♦

The People of the Parish (Fri),

♦

Margaret O’Connor-First Anniversary (Sat),

♦

Jeremiah (Jerome) King-Second Anniversary (Sun 9.30),

♦

Seamus & Mary-Anne Treacy and deceased members of the Healy & Treacy families, John &
Elizabeth McCarthy (Sun 11.30)

♦

Dick Barrett Tralee & Sean Magnier of Limerick (Mon),

♦

Esther Murphy late of Canada (Tue),

♦

Joe & Mai McCarthy, Charles McCarthy and Ellen Culloty (Wed) and Paddy, Peggy & Jerry
O’Donoghue (Fri).

Attending Mass : Masses are celebrated daily, on Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 10.00am, Tuesday,
& Saturday at 7.00pm and on Sunday at 9.30am and 11.30am but numbers are presently limited to 50
people per mass, in accordance with government regulations. So, in order to comply, if you would like to
attend one of the Masses, then please telephone the dedicated number 087 7121497 which is exclusively
for this purpose.
The phone will be answered between 10.00am and 1.00pm each day by a member of the Parish Pastoral
Council. Please indicate which mass you would like to attend when you call but remember that places will
be offered on a first come basis. If you have any health reasons that would be unsafe for you to attend,
please pray at home until it is safer to attend and please remember that because of Covid19 there is no
obligation to attend Mass. People are asked to wear a mask, but this is not mandatory.
Please Note : Because of reduced Church capacity constraints,
people are being asked to attend Mass on any day during the
week. While on Church grounds, social distance must always be
maintained and any person classified within the “at risk” group or
anybody displaying any of the COVID-19 symptoms or in close
contact with a person who has COVID-19, should please stay at
home. Thank you for your cooperation.
First Holy Communion : The First Holy Communion for the
Children of Ballybunion which was postponed in May, will now
take place on both Saturday August 1st and Saturday August 8th
and the good news is that the children will be able to receive
communion at every Mass they attend from then on. This is the
pinnacle for all Christians to gather, break and share the bread of
life. This is the great support, the food for life that Christians use
as we negotiate our way in life.

Cahill’s

Like all gatherings in church, there will be restrictions as regards
numbers and the way we are seated. However, we can fulfill our
promise to the children that once we were back in church and
that it would be safe, that they can receive their communion.
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Deirdre Walsh with her daughter Olivia and mother Colette enjoying a night out at the Marine
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RECALLING A TRAGIC
EVENT FROM EIGHTY
YEARS AGO
Sunday last, saw the 80th
anniversary of a tragic
drowning on Ballybunion
beach which claimed the life
of a serving Garda who had
bravely saved the lives of two
others in the choppy waters
of the Atlantic.
It was the summer of 1940
and Ireland was in the midst
of the “Emergency” (as World
War Two was known here).
Late in the afternoon of Friday July 19th, John
O’Donnell (pictured) a Kanturk-based Garda, was
swimming off the Men’s beach when two local
sisters Vera and Patricia (Pat) O’Carroll got into
difficulties close by him, in what were described
at the time as rough seas.
The brave Garda managed to get the girls to the
safety of the Black Rocks, but was then
overcome by a huge wave after which a young
medical student Jack McGuire from Listowel,
bravely entered the water wearing a life-bouy to
prevent Garda O’Donnell from being dragged out
to sea.
A number of people helped to recover the
Garda’s body but despite the best efforts of those
present when he was brought ashore, the young
man lost his life.
Born in Burtonport County Donegal in 1905, he
joined the Garda Síochána in 1925, serving
firstly at Crusheen in Clare before
transferring to Glasson in Westmeath and then
on to Kanturk in Cork in 1934 where he was
remembered as a quiet individual who was very
helpful within the community.

7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun

In a tragic twist, he was on a caravan holiday in
Ballybunion with his wife and three young
children only because there was petrol rationing
at the time and he could not get enough go home
to Donegal for his summer holiday.
Garda O’Donnell was posthumously decorated
for bravery by the State and in several letters to
the Kerryman newspaper afterwards, local
people pleaded for a lifeguard and a rescue boat
for Ballybunion’s beaches.
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A fabulous aerial shot of sandhill road from 1951 with the old Protestant church, the Rectory,
the Stables and Clarke’s lodges
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Beale GAA NEWS with Bríd Griffin
Senior Football : Beale welcome Cordal to Páirc de
Staic on Saturday evening for Round One of the
Junior Club Championship with a 7.00pm throw-in.
Covid-19 restrictions have an impact on our games
and, as per Croke Park regulations, club
championship matches are All-Ticket games.
This allows for controlled arrival of supporters and
numbers' management. Currently, the maximum
capacity at a game (including players, mentors
children, stewards & officials) is 200 and we get less
than half of these !
All tickets for this Saturday’s game have already
been allocated and we regret that some people may
have been disappointed in not getting tickets, but
this is beyond our control, as we endeavour to
comply with Covid guidelines.
However, we live in hope that some more tickets
may become available, so keep an eye on the Kerry
GAA website as this will be only outlet, should tickets
be available. Names and contact details of everyone
attending the game are recorded for contact tracing
and your co-operation and understanding on this
matter is much appreciated.
COVID restrictions also mean that match
programmes will not be printed for games but
instead, will be available on the Kerry GAA website
on the morning of the game. Simply click the link to
the match programme which can be viewed on any
device - laptop, phone, iPad or tablet, etc, while you
can print off a copy at home to take to the game with
you but in the interest of health and safety, it is
advised not to share any printed programmes.
Minor County League : The minors played host to
Finuge in Páirc de Staic on Friday evening last in the
opening round of the County League, Group H.
Regrettably, because of an injury to a Finuge player,
the game ended with a few minutes left on the clock
when Beale had an eight-point advantage.
We are glad to report that the young player did not
sustain too serious an injury and our next game is on
August 15th when we play St Senans in Mountcoal.
The final round game will be against Emmetts at the
beginning of September.
Junior Football : Our Juniors contest Group L of the
County Junior League and their first game will be
against Moyvane on August 14th in Ballybunion.
The following Friday, we travel to Knocknagoshel,
while our final round game will be against Duagh on
September 11th.
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Setting up a Camp at the Bottom of the Strand Road on Friday night
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Rena Blake & Lisa Fingleton displaying the range of organic goods at the Community Market on
Saturday
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Ballybunion Community Market

Catríona Buckley & Billy Jo O’Connor

Orla Cusack-Walsh with her fabulous range of Confectionary
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Accountants

Dog Grooming

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road
Tel : 068-27428

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Bars

Electricians

Courtney’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-28038

Donal Moriarty, Sandhill Road
Tel : 087-9699572

The Exchange Inn, Main Street
Tel : 068-27123

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton
Tel : 087-8382166

Liston’s Bar, Main Street
Tel : 087-2265932

Financial Advice & Services
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston Financial
Tel : 087-1341500

Mikey Joe’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-27288
The Railway, Main Street
Tel : 068-27303

Filling Station & Convenience
Store

B & B / Guesthouses

Buckley’s, East End
Tel : 083-3921792

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 068-27592

Garden, House & Mobile Home
Maintenance

Cashen Course House,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 087-2898453

John Long
Long & Short Cuts
Tel : 087– 2205111

Courtney’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 068-28949

Hair & Beauty
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End
Tel : 083-3523278

Liston’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 087-0962387

Magic Scissors, East End
Tel : 068-27568

The Tides Guesthouse
Listowel Road
Tel : 086-6000665

Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street
Tel : 068-28898

Building & Carpentry Services

Hotels

N & C Courtney, Main Street
Tel : 087-2471670

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main Street
Tel : 068-27112

James Fogarty, Doon Road
Tel : 087-9154265

The Marine, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27139

Credit Union

McMunn’s, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-28845

Listowel Credit Union, (Ballybunion)
Main Street
Tel : 068-27685

Wilde, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27942
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Ballybunion Community Market

Podge Rowan, Maura Quille & Danny Scanlon with their range of Produce

The Community Market stalls at Kilcooly’s Country House Hotel
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Padraig Hanrahan
July 21st

Jacqueline Crowe
July 26th

Jennifer Brosnan
July 23rd

Patie O’Mahony
July 27th
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Carol-Ann Daly
July 25th

Packie Allen
July 25th

Chloe Walsh
July 29th

Ed McMahon Jnr
July 30th
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Ballybunion Community Market

Emily Devine-O’Brien with her daughter Balvenie displaying their range
of preserves

Chef Colm O’Halloran with his range of Breads, Pestos & Sauces
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Music & Disco

Taxis/Hackney

Ger Walsh
Tel : 087-6061822

Billy Brosnan, East End
Tel : 087-2577737

Painting & Decorating

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh
Tel : 087-2604113

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor
Tel : 087-2924214

Veterinary Surgeons

Pharmacy

Joe O’Connor,
Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Ballybunion Pharmacy
Supervalu Complex, Main Street,
Tel : 068– 27437

Upholstery Services
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road
Tel : 086-8240457

Photographers
Ballybunion Prints Beach
Tel : 087-6120391
Francis Bennett, Ahafona
Tel : 087-2460491
John Kelleher Photography
Tel : 087-6428411
Marie Rohan, Lisselton
Tel : 086-3681022
John Stack, Listowel
Tel : 087-6020990

Physical Therapy Clinic
Deirdre Mulvihill, East End,
Tel : 087–4683588
Manual Solutions
Sandhill Road
Tel 087-9271996

Satellite Television Installation
D-Vision, Ballybunion
Tel : 087-7558037

Sports & Recreation
Ballybunion Health & Leisure,
Tel : 068-28111
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