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SHORTER HOURS IF THE PUBS DO RE-OPEN

The Railway Bar closed since March 15th

If Ireland’s pubs are allowed to re-open on August 31st, they will be subject
to new operating hours, which will see them close nightly at 10.30pm
according to advice received by the Government from the National Public
Health Emergency Team, which ultimately led to the decision on Tuesday
last, not to go ahead with Phase 4 of the reopening roadmap.
In a letter to Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly from Acting Chief
Medical Officer Dr Ronan Glynn that was published on Wednesday, it is
stated that NPHET has "significant and growing concerns" about the
increasing number of cases being reported each day and recommended
that pubs should remain closed because they pose a particular risk to the
spread of Covid-19 as alcohol can make people less aware of social
distancing and hygiene behaviours, while loud atmospheres can increase
particles emitted and many pubs or bars are small with poor ventilation.
When pubs do re-open, the wearing of face coverings will be mandatory for
all members of staff, unless there is a partition between staff and
customers, seating should not be allowed at the bar and all premises will
have to close at 10.30pm.
Continued on page 3
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A Note from the Editor

Hello and welcome to another edition of
Ballybunion News.
It was an extremely busy August Bank Holiday
weekend in town and with good weather forecast
for this coming weekend, it is likely that the place
will be buzzing again.
My sincere condolences to Tom Houlihan and
family of Hillview Close, Church Road on the
death of his wife Mary (neé Walsh) on Tuesday.
May she Rest in Peace.
The big news and indeed the disappointing news
for many this week, is that the pubs are to remain
closed, and will not now re-open as planned on
Monday next. The situation will be reviewed
again in three weeks time with a view to possibly
opening on August 31st, but by then, the kids will
have gone back to school and the summer season
will be practically over.
Best wishes to Beale against Scartaglin in Duagh
on Saturday night and don’t forget to visit the
Community Market on Saturday morning.
Enjoy the weekend and Stay Safe
Ger
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Speaking to Ballybunion News about the
Government’s decision on Tuesday, John Dee of
the Railway Bar said : “ Firstly, the numbers of
new cases are rising and the pubs are closed, so
its the house parties in my opinion that are
causing a lot of the problem. I honestly think that
pubs should be allowed to open for restricted
hours maybe from 3.00pm until 10.00pm and this
would accommodate the people of my generation
and older, who are the ones that use the pubs
most. Youngsters are going to drink anyway,
regardless of whether the pubs are open or closed
but sadly, its the older generation who have no
place to go to socialise and meet their friends, so I
would be in favour of opening the pubs in a
controlled fashion and closing the off-licences
from 5.00pm which might stop some of these
house parties”.
Fellow Publican Conor Liston of Liston’s Bar,
said : “Its very disappointing that bars will not be
allowed to re-open on Monday next. I feel that the
publicans should have been given the opportunity
to prove that they can trade while adhering to
social distancing and health guidelines. Significant
grants and support need to be made available in
the coming weeks for the pubs that are currently
closed if they are to survive. It’s a huge blow for
the town but we are all in this together and
hopefully we will come through it”.
The vast majority of Ballybunion’s pubs have now
been closed for twenty weeks with the exception
of those serving food, and the very earliest they
can expect to re-open is Monday August 31st.
Children will have returned to school by then and
many are hopeful that once the schools have
re-opened, the pubs will follow.
However, there is no guarantee that this will be
the case and there are even those who are
speculating that the pubs may not re-open again
until a vaccine has been found.
Ballybunion’s publicans have already lost out on
five bank holiday weekends this year as well as
the whole summer season and the Listowel Race
Week meeting which is set to take place behind
closed doors in September.
Publicans don’t need reminding how quiet it is in
Ballybunion over the winter months and without
the money made during the summer season, this
winter will especially tough, so the government are
simply going to have to come up with a proper
compensation package or many will never re-open
their doors again, putting a further nail in the coffin
of rural Ireland.
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St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin
Anniversaries : Matt Gilmore, Timmy Sugrue,
Mary Keane-Tobin, Patrick & Hannah Diggin,
Joseph O’Boyle, John-Joe Nagle and Jerry
O’Sullivan (Church Road).
Masses this week :
Deceased members of the Woulfe family (Friday
10.00am), Kieran Briscoe (Month’s Mind), Patrick
& Hannah Diggin and the Diggin & O’Connor
families of Main Street (Saturday 7.00pm),
Brendan Murphy - Month’s Mind (Sunday
9.30am), Joseph O’Boyle-First Anniversary) &
John Joe Nagle (Sunday 11.30am), Timmy &
Michael Sugrue (Monday 10.00am), Phil Walsh of
Doon Road and Peter O’Donnell of Limerick
(Tuesday 7.00pm) and John J. O’Carroll
(Wednesday 10.00am).
Attending Mass : Numbers are limited to 50
people per mass, so if you would like to attend,
please telephone the dedicated number 0877121497 between 10.00am and 1.00pm each day
to book your seat. Places will be offered on a first
come basis, and people are asked to wear a mask,
but this is not mandatory. However, if you have any
underlying health issues, please pray at home until
it is safer to attend and remember that there is
currently no obligation to attend Mass.
Saint Thérése of Lisieux : A French Saint, also
known as St Thérése of the
Child Jesus and the Holy
Face but probably best known
as 'The little Flower of Jesus'
or simply 'The little Flower'.
Born on January 2nd 1873
she entered the
Carmelite convent in Lisieux
at age 15 to give her whole
life to God and lived a hidden,
simple life of prayer. She was
gifted with great intimacy with God and after a long
struggle with T. B. she died at the age of 24, on
September 30th 1897.
The world came to know her through her
autobiography 'Story of a Soul' in which she
described how she lived each day with an
unshakable confidence in God's love. “What
matters in life, she wrote, is not great deeds, but
great love.
She loved flowers and saw herself as the 'The little
Flower of Jesus' who gave glory to God by being
just her beautiful little self amongst all the other
flowers in God's garden.
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Cahill’s
Main Street Ballybunion
Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244
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BACK ISSUES NOW
AVAILABLE
A number of back issues of Ballybunion News are
now stored on our website and can be read if you
have missed any in recent weeks.
Simply visit www.ballybunionnews.com and go
to the page marked “Issues” where you can chose
which one to read by simply clicking on it.

SALON THIEVES
IDENTIFIED
Two women who stole goods Rose’s Hair Studio
on Saturday last, have been identified by the
Gardaí and a prosecution is imminent.
The opportunistic thieves entered the premises
through the main door of the building, and spotting
that staff were occupied in the salon, they headed
for the kitchen area undetected where they took
over two hundred euro worth of make up and a
denim jacket before making their escape back on
to the street once more.

NEW TOILETS OPENED
Ballybunion’s new public toilets beside the CastleGreen, were finally opened on Friday morning last
by Councillor Michael Foley, Cathaoirleach of
Listowel Municipal District.
Costing in excess of €400,000 and funded under
the 2017 Town & Village Renewal Scheme with
match funding from Kerry County Council, the
project is an example of ongoing investment in
Ballybunion and North Kerry Tourism
infrastructure, and follows on from the
refurbishment of the public toilets at Ladies’ Beach
in Ballybunion a number of years back.

FUNDING ANNOUNCED FOR
OUTDOOR GYM EQUIPMENT
Councillor Robert Beasley has informed
Ballybunion News that funding of €30,000 is now
available from Kerry County Council for the
purchase of outdoor gym equipment and a
further contribution of €5,000 will be added to this
by Ballybunion Development Company to help
develop an outdoor exercise area for adults beside
the Children’s Playground on the Cliff Road.
The equipment is currently being sourced and will
be fully in place for the beginning of the summer
season of 2021.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SATURDAY AUGUST 1ST

Seamus McAuliffe with his Mom Caroline, Dad Conor, sister Katie and his
grandparents. Pic by Marie Rohan

Darragh Julian with his sister Aimee, Mom Eilish, Dad Philip, and his grand
parents. Pic by Marie Rohan
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Four Cousins : Filip & Jakub Lipski, Zuzanna Gorska and Allan Bielecki-Stepien, who celebrated their First
Holy Communions together on Saturday all pictured with their parents. Pic by Marie Rohan
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THE NINE DAUGHTERS
HOLE
The following is the
story of the Nine
Daughter’s Hole, a
deep chasm
located on the cliff
walk as told
recently by
Rachael
O’Connor in the
Irish Post :
When I was
growing up, we’d
often take trips to Ballybunion beach and as we
walked along the cliffs, we’d beg our dad to tell
the tale of the Nine Daughter’s Hole, he would
always oblige and we were always left terrified.
The story starts over a millennium ago when
Ireland was being subjected to Viking attacks and
a local Chieftain by the name of O'Connor, had
seen his army crumble under the strength of the
Vikings, and he panicked as he realised there
was no stopping them, the area would be taken
and the people would be at their mercy.
He was the father of nine beautiful daughters,
and some versions of the story tell that his wife
had already been abducted by the invaders, so
not wanting his daughters to suffer the same fate,
he brought them up, one by one, to the wild and
windy cliffs which towered above the sea and
once there, the Chieftain walked with his
daughters to where a massive hole in the ground
had opened up leaving a 100-foot drop to the
thrashing, frothy sea below and he pushed his
daughters in.

7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun

These days, Ballybunion is a thriving tourist hub
perfectly situated on the Wild Atlantic Way.
The cliffs are a popular walking spot, and the
Nine Daughters’ Hole is still there, now fenced off
to prevent others from sharing their fate with the
wind howling constantly through the gap in the
cliffs, along with screaming gulls and crashing
waves, people often say that if you listen
carefully enough, you can still hear the shrieks of
the nine sisters echoing from centuries past.
Do you believe ? Would you tempt fate and stand
at the edge? You just might feel the ghostly hand
of the Chieftain, forcing you to join his daughters
in their watery grave.
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Francis Bennett, Tony Bennett, Danny O’Sullivan & John Lyons on a night out
in Ballybunion in 1980
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Beale GAA NEWS
VALENTIA 2-09 BEALE 4 -10
Penalties and goals were in abundance at
Valentia on Sunday, with six goals and three
penalties in the game between the home side and
Beale, in Round Two of the County Junior
Championship Group stages.
In ideal playing conditions, Beale were first off the
mark with a pointed free in the opening minute and a
Daragh Buckley penalty in the seventh minute saw
the visitors lead by 1-02 to 0-01.
Both sides exchanged points as Beale’s lead
stretched to five points (1-05 to 0-03) before the
home side found the net with a penalty, to reduce
the deficit to two, but Beale began to dominate
midfield and young wing forwards Conor Toomey
and Johnny O’Sullivan, both found the net in the
second quarter to see Beale lead by 3-08 to 1-07 at
the interval, however, for all their possession, Beale
should have been further ahead.
Valentia upped a gear after the break but didn't
manage to reflect this on the scoreboard, as the
second half was shared with both sides scoring 1-02
a-piece, and Beale’s fourth goal coming from
another Daragh Buckley penalty, to leave the final
score at 4-10 to 2-09 in Beale’s favour.
Team : Seán Dee, Jeremy King, John Griffin, Killian
Walsh-O’Boyle, Seamie O’Sullivan, Diarmuid
O’Mahony, Fionnán Toomey, Neilus Mulvihill, Phillie
Blake, Johnny O’Sullivan, Ger O’Gorman, Conor
Toomey, Eric Daly, Cormac Linnane and Darragh
Buckley.
Substitutes used : Tom Joy for Eric Daly
(injured), Ian Mannix for Johnny O’Sullivan, Paul
Collins for John Griffin, Barry O’Neill for Ger
O’Gorman, Bernard O’Callaghan for Seamie
O’Sullivan (injured).
So, it’s all to play for on Saturday evening next when
Beale and Scartaglin face off in Duagh at 7.00pm.
Both sides currently share the top of the table with 3
points a-piece with Cordal third with 2 points, but a
win for Cordal over Valentia would see them
overtake the losers of Saturday’s game, as the top
two sides qualify for the quarter-finals.
Again, because of Covid-19 restrictions, Beale have
just 40 supporter’s tickets for Saturday’s game and
these have already been allocated to members.
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Isabella Falvey who celebrated her First Holy Communion on Saturday pictured with her mom
Tina, Dad John, sister Rebecca and brothers Dylan, Sean and Cillian. Pic by Marie Rohan
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Jack Blake (centre) celebrating his First Holy Communion on Saturday last with his
brothers Éanna (left) and Óisín (right).
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Accountants

Dog Grooming

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road
Tel : 068-27428

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Bars

Electricians

Courtney’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-28038

Donal Moriarty, Sandhill Road
Tel : 087-9699572

The Exchange Inn, Main Street
Tel : 068-27123

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton
Tel : 087-8382166

Liston’s Bar, Main Street
Tel : 087-2265932

Financial Advice & Services
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston Financial
Tel : 087-1341500

Mikey Joe’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-27288
The Railway, Main Street
Tel : 068-27303

Filling Station & Convenience
Store

B & B / Guesthouses

Buckley’s, East End
Tel : 083-3921792

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 068-27592

Garden, House & Mobile Home
Maintenance

Cashen Course House,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 087-2898453

John Long
Long & Short Cuts
Tel : 087– 2205111

Courtney’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 068-28949

Hair & Beauty
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End
Tel : 083-3523278

Liston’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 087-0962387

Magic Scissors, East End
Tel : 068-27568

The Tides Guesthouse
Listowel Road
Tel : 086-6000665

Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street
Tel : 068-28898

Building & Carpentry Services

Hotels

N & C Courtney, Main Street
Tel : 087-2471670

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main Street
Tel : 068-27112

James Fogarty, Doon Road
Tel : 087-9154265

The Marine, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27139

Credit Union

McMunn’s, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-28845

Listowel Credit Union, (Ballybunion)
Main Street
Tel : 068-27685

Wilde, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27942
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SATURDAY AUGUST 1ST

Darragh Julian

Tallulah Scratchley-O’Connor

Pic by Marie Rohan

Pic by Phillip Julian

Cathal Dowling-Ryan

Kayleigh Parrish with her Great-Grandmothers
Mary Martin & Mary O’Connor

Pic by Marie Rohan

Pic by Marie Rohan
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Raeleen Bell
August 4th

Lorraine Halpin
Aug 7th

Jack Hennessy
August 6th

Geraldine Clancy
August 6th

Patsy Connolly
Aug 8th

Sue Templeton
Aug 11th
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Dan Blake
Aug 7th

Shane Walsh
Aug 11th
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Music & Disco

Taxis/Hackney

Ger Walsh
Tel : 087-6061822

Billy Brosnan, East End
Tel : 087-2577737

Painting & Decorating

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh
Tel : 087-2604113

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor
Tel : 087-2924214

Veterinary Surgeons

Pharmacy

Joe O’Connor,
Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Ballybunion Pharmacy
Supervalu Complex, Main Street,
Tel : 068– 27437

Upholstery Services
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road
Tel : 086-8240457

Photographers
Ballybunion Prints Beach
Tel : 087-6120391
Francis Bennett, Ahafona
Tel : 087-2460491
John Kelleher Photography
Tel : 087-6428411
Marie Rohan, Lisselton
Tel : 086-3681022
John Stack, Listowel
Tel : 087-6020990

Physical Therapy Clinic
Deirdre Mulvihill, East End,
Tel : 087–4683588
Manual Solutions
Sandhill Road
Tel 087-9271996

Satellite Television Installation
D-Vision, Ballybunion
Tel : 087-7558037

Sports & Recreation
Ballybunion Health & Leisure,
Tel : 068-28111
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