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PATTERN DAY RETURNS TO THE CASTLE GREEN

Pattern Day on the Castle Green in 1915

Ballybunion’s Pattern Day returns to its roots on Saturday next August 15th
when the celebration will be held on the Castle Green.
In olden times, it was a day when the farming communities of North Kerry,
West Limerick and North Cork left behind their crops and livestock to spend
a day at the seaside, which usually ended with dancing to the tunes of a
fiddler or a piper on the Castle Green. The pattern day is centuries old and
lasted right up to the 1970’s when the dancing of course took place in one
of the town’s three ballrooms at the time, to the sound of a showband.
Sadly, the tradition died out, but eight years ago, a group of local ladies led
by Maggie Rowan and including Anne-Marie Tydings and Bridie Chute,
revived it, and began to run an event at Ahafona Cross where a dancing
platform was set up, a group of traditional musicians and singers
performed for Crossroads Dancing, while a number of traders set up stalls
selling various items, and the event became a huge hit with locals and
visitors alike.
Continued on page 3
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A Note from the Editor

Hello and welcome to another edition of
Ballybunion News.
Another extremely busy weekend , probably busier
than the previous one , but traffic congestion was
a problem as people simply abandoned cars
anywhere they felt like it, particularly in the
Doon Road area, with no consideration for others
or the Emergency Services who thankfully didn't
have to access the beach on this occasion.
There would appear to be a second wave of Covid
particularly in the midlands and the east of the
country where numbers of new cases have been on
the rise in the past week, but thankfully, we
remain Covid-free in this neck of the woods in
spite of all the tourist traffic.
Well done to Ian Blake and his Beale team on
qualifying for the quarter-finals of the County
Club Championship.
Don’t forget the Pattern Day celebrations on
Saturday evening (6.15pm) and of course the
Community Market on Saturday morning
(10.00am)
Enjoy the weekend and Stay Safe
Ger
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Continued from front page…..

However, the event was hampered on a number
of occasions in the earlier years by bad weather
and so, the industrious ladies ran a series of
dances locally and raised the money to buy a
second-hand marquee which was used last year
for the first time, enabling the dancers were able
to strut their stuff, regardless of the weather.
This year the event switches to the Castle Green,
as August 15th falls on a Saturday, and the
approach roads in to and out of town at Ahafona
would be extremely busy at that time of the
evening. Of course, we are still in the throes of the
Covid-19 pandemic, so it will be a little
different than before, with strict social distancing in
observation as organiser Mags Rowan explains :
“This year we won’t have a dancing platform, a
Céilí band or a marquee, and the whole event will
take place in what’s known locally as the
bandstand. We will have several singers and
musicians making guest appearances and singing
a few songs, while we will also be playing
recorded dancing music also over the PA system.
Couples and people from the same household will
of course be allowed to dance together, while we
have purchased two-metre sticks for the rest of
those wanting to dance, and it should be hilarious
fun watching people jiving whilst trying to remain
two metres apart and hold on to a stick at the
same time”.
“There will also be a limited number of stall
holders setting up on the green itself, as we want
to keep the bandstand area free for the dancing.
Its been a terrible year for everyone and we’ve
really missed our social dancing and getting out to
see live music, so we're hoping that people will
turn up on Saturday evening for a bit of fun where
we can forget about what's going on in the world
for a while and enjoy ourselves” She added.
The whole event will be stewarded by a
number of volunteers who will be ensuring that
social distancing is properly maintained, hand
sanitising facilities will be provided and the
weather forecast is pretty good for Saturday
evening, so hopefully, the rain stays away and we
all can enjoy this great outdoor event in safety.
People have been starved of a bit of live
entertainment since last March and we’ve
practically gone through the summer now without
any outdoor events or music of any kind, so fair
play to Mags, Anne-Marie, Bridie and their
dedicated team of volunteers for organising the
“15th” and here’s wishing them the best of luck.
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St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin
Anniversaries : Tom Carroll of Main Street, Kevin
Kelly, Teresa & Maurice Clarke, Tom Loughlin,
Brendan & Chrissie Collins, Jimmy Lynch, Alison &
Joe O’Sullivan.
Masses this week :
People of the Parish (Friday 10.00am), Alison &
Joe O’Sullivan, Nora, Paud & Shiela O’Mahony,
Michael O’Connor, John & Nellie O’Connor and
Family members (Saturday 7.00pm), Jimmy
Lynch, Teresa & Maurice Clarke (Sunday
9.30am), Mary Young, Paddy Dalton, Kevin &
Sylvia Harty, Tony, Anne & Aidan McCarthy
Sunday 11.30am), Bill & Mary O’Hanlon (Monday
10.00am), Private Intention (Tuesday 7.00pm)
James Shine (Wednesday 10.00am).
Attending Mass : Numbers are limited to 50
people per mass, so if you would like to attend,
please telephone the dedicated number 0877121497 between 10.00am and 1.00pm each day
to book your seat. Places will be offered on a first
come basis, and people are asked to wear a mask,
but this is not mandatory. However, if you have any
underlying health issues, please pray at home until
it is safer to attend and remember that there is
currently no obligation to attend Mass.
Pope Francis: Pope
Francis Bishop of Rome
and first amongst all
Bishops of the world, is
known as Pope and has
a presence on Twitter @Pontifex.
His messages and
homilies which are
tweeted most days, are
reflective and will deepen
our relationship with
God, with others and the
world around us.
His latest tweet reminds us how God does not
choose us because of our 'goodness' but
precisely because we are and feel small.
Born Jorge Mario Bergoglio on December 17th
1936 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, he joined
the Society of Jesus, (Jesuits) and was ordained a
priest in 1969. He became Provincial Superior of
the Society in Argentina 1973-1979 before being
ordained as Bishop in 1992.
He was elected Pope on March 13th 2013 and is
the first Jesuit Pope and the first Pope from outside
of Europe, since Pope Gregory in the 8th century
who came from Syria.
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Cahill’s
Main Street Ballybunion
Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244
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BACK ISSUES NOW
AVAILABLE
A number of back issues of Ballybunion News are
now stored on our website and can be read if you
have missed any in recent weeks.
Simply visit www.ballybunionnews.com and go
to the page marked “Issues” where you can chose
which one to read by simply clicking on it.

MOBILE PHONE SERVICE
ISSUES
A number of people have been in touch during the
past week about interruptions to the mobile phone
service in the Ballybunion area.
Apparently, customers have been in touch with the
“3” network who are reporting a problem with their
mast in Listowel, while there are also issues in the
past number of days for customers using the Virgin
Mobile, Tesco Mobile, Lyra and Eir networks.
There have been no reported issues with the
Vodafone network in the area.

VINTAGE RUN
A group of locals are organising a Vintage Run
featuring Classic Cars & Tractors on Sunday
September 6th in aid of St Mary of the Angels
Special School in Beaufort.
The run will set off from Boyles Car Park on
Sandhill road at noon and there will be two
separate runs around North Kerry, one for cars
and one for tractors, with all vehicles returning to
Ballybunion around 2.00pm.
Cars and tractors from various Classic and Vintage
clubs will take part on the day, but John Hannan of
the organising committee is appealing for anyone
with a vintage/classic car or tractor to take part.
“There are dozens of people in the Ballybunion
and the North Kerry area who have vintage cars
and tractors, but are not necessarily members of a
vintage club and we are asking them especially to
take part on the day. It only costs €20 to take part
and its for a very good cause, so we’re hoping to
see as many vehicles as possible in Ballybunion
for the run” he said.
You don’t have to own a vintage car or tractor to
enjoy the event ,and the public are invited along to
view or even photograph the vehicles.
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KILCONLY FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SAT AUGUST 8th

Finn O’Sullivan with his sister Emer, brother Cian and
parents Ciaran & MaryJane. Pic by Marie Rohan

Jack O’Gorman with his sister Ellie and parents Liz &
John. Pic by Marie Rohan

Evie O’Connor with her brother Rory, Mom Mairead, Dad Ger and grandparents.

Pic by Marie Rohan
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A spectacular sunset behind the old course at Ballybunion Golf club with the second green in
the foreground and the twelfth green in the background. Pic by Caroline Horgan
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ASDEE IN SOCCER FINAL
Asdee Rovers take on Castlegregory in the final
of Division 1A of the Kerry District Soccer League
on Sunday next in Mounthawk Park, Tralee at
7.00pm.
Both sides have already been promoted to the
KDL Premier B Division with Castlegregory
topping the table and Asdee in second place, so
Sunday’s game will decide who will be crowned
champions.
There is a huge local interest in this game as a
number of players from Ballybunion are part of
the Asdee squad and the team are sponsored by
Mikey Joe’s Bar. The game is an all-ticket affair
and because of Covid, tickets are limited to just
72 per club including players, so it will be
streamed live on Facebook by Full Time
Productions.

KATIE HANNON TO
LAUNCH ASDEE
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
RTÉ’S Katie Hannon will launch the Asdee
Development plan this evening (Thursday) in the
grounds of the primary school at 7.00pm.
The launch of the Socio-Economic five-year plan
is the culmination of several months of work
during which the people in our neighbouring
village of Asdee came together to agree and
document a vision for their community.
This vision detailed in the plan envisages
growing the area’s population, improving quality
of life, investing in community facilities and
amenities and harnessing the area’s natural
resources, while it also outlines a number of
projects which locals would like to see rolled out
over the next five years including the complete
re-development of the community centre and the
provision of walkways to connect various
community and natural amenities.

7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun

Chairman of Asdee Community Development
Association John Kennedy paid tribute to the
people of Asdee saying :
“The plan is underpinned by a tremendous
community buy-in and we’ve had an
overwhelming response to our survey.
There are wonderful ideas and projects in this
plan, and we will all need to roll-up our sleeves
and secure the necessary funding to enable them
to come to fruition”.

12

13

Pattern Day August 15th 1960
Kitty Rowan, Breda Nagle Bridie Falvey & May Spade enjoying Sea Grass from Nagle’s Stall on Main
Street
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Beale GAA NEWS
SCARTAGLIN 2-07
BEALE 0-13
The honours were shared on Saturday evening last
at the Duagh when Beale and Scartaglin played out
an exciting draw in the final Group game of the
County Junior Club Championship.
Both teams gave their all in a game that had
everything including high fielding, superb long-range
points, a missed penalty and two red cards, while the
score was level on five occasions with never more
than three points between the teams at any stage.
Scartaglin pointed almost from the throw-in but Beale
were level within minutes from a free and went on to
have the better of the opening half with a 0-7 to 0-4
lead at the break but the sides could easily have
been level had Scartaglin not missed a penalty.
Beale conceded a goal in the opening minutes of the
second half but edged ahead once again by a threepoint margin but in a real ding-dong contest with
both defences giving nothing away, back came
Scartaglin to find the net a second time and draw
level.
It was becoming a real contest by now as Beale
replied with two more points but were again clawed
back to level and in a tense finish, both sides were
reduced to fourteen men as they sought to snatch
the elusive winning score.
Scartaglin really should have won it right at the final
whistle but send a free kick wide and it was a game
that either side could have won or lost, but a draw
was probably a fair outcome in what was a very
sporting contest.
As Valentia gave a walk-over to Cordal, it meant
that three teams finished on four points each, but
Beale with the superior points difference qualify for
the quarter-final against Knocknagoshel, while the
other two will have to play again, to decide who will
play Castlegregory in the quarter-finals which will be
at neutral grounds on dates yet to be decided.
Team : Seán Dee, Paul Collins, Seamie O’Sullivan,
Killian Walsh-O’Boyle, Fionnán Toomey, Jeremy
King, Diarmuid O’Mahony, Neilus Mulvihill, Philly
Blake, Conor Toomey, Ger O’Gorman, Ian Mannix,
Eric Daly, Cormac Linnane and Darragh Buckley.
Substitutes used : Johnny O’Sullivan for Eric Daly
(injured), Tom Joy for Conor Toomey and Dan Ellis
for Ian Mannix.
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Patsy Rose Byrne who made her First Holy Communion on Saturday last with her mom Trish, Dad Phil, Sister Millie
brother Philip and extended family. Pic by Marie Rohan
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Naomi Sexton, Billie Sexton Conor Liston & Nóirín Hitchen enjoying cocktails at
the Peacock Lounge in Kilcooly’s last weekend
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Accountants

Dog Grooming

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road
Tel : 068-27428

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Bars

Electricians

Courtney’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-28038

Donal Moriarty, Sandhill Road
Tel : 087-9699572

The Exchange Inn, Main Street
Tel : 068-27123

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton
Tel : 087-8382166

Liston’s Bar, Main Street
Tel : 087-2265932

Financial Advice & Services
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston Financial
Tel : 087-1341500

Mikey Joe’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-27288
The Railway, Main Street
Tel : 068-27303

Filling Station & Convenience
Store

B & B / Guesthouses

Buckley’s, East End
Tel : 083-3921792

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 068-27592

Garden, House & Mobile Home
Maintenance

Cashen Course House,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 087-2898453

John Long
Long & Short Cuts
Tel : 087– 2205111

Courtney’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 068-28949

Hair & Beauty
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End
Tel : 083-3523278

Liston’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 087-0962387

Magic Scissors, East End
Tel : 068-27568

The Tides Guesthouse
Listowel Road
Tel : 086-6000665

Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street
Tel : 068-28898

Building & Carpentry Services

Hotels

N & C Courtney, Main Street
Tel : 087-2471670

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main Street
Tel : 068-27112

James Fogarty, Doon Road
Tel : 087-9154265

The Marine, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27139

Credit Union

McMunn’s, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-28845

Listowel Credit Union, (Ballybunion)
Main Street
Tel : 068-27685

Wilde, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27942
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KILCONLY FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SAT AUGUST 8TH

Michelle Ahern and her brother
Thomas. Pic by Marie Rohan

Cillian Flahive with his sister Cianna and
parents Thomas & Joanne. Pic by Marie Rohan

Finn Byrne with his sister Zoe, brother Morgan and parents Niall & Denise

Pic by Marie Rohan
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Sarah Buckley
August 11th

Jennifer Walsh
Aug 16th

Tommy Heaphy
August 12th

Mark Pye
August 13th

Laura Crowley
Aug 16th

Winnie Fitzgerald
Aug 16th
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Catherina Walsh
Aug 16th

Mary Quaid
Aug 20th
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Music & Disco

Taxis/Hackney

Ger Walsh
Tel : 087-6061822

Billy Brosnan, East End
Tel : 087-2577737

Painting & Decorating

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh
Tel : 087-2604113

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor
Tel : 087-2924214

Veterinary Surgeons

Pharmacy

Joe O’Connor,
Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Ballybunion Pharmacy
Supervalu Complex, Main Street,
Tel : 068– 27437

Upholstery Services
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road
Tel : 086-8240457

Photographers
Ballybunion Prints Beach
Tel : 087-6120391
Francis Bennett, Ahafona
Tel : 087-2460491
John Kelleher Photography
Tel : 087-6428411
Marie Rohan, Lisselton
Tel : 086-3681022
John Stack, Listowel
Tel : 087-6020990

Physical Therapy Clinic
Deirdre Mulvihill, East End,
Tel : 087–4683588
Manual Solutions
Sandhill Road
Tel 087-9271996

Satellite Television Installation
D-Vision, Ballybunion
Tel : 087-7558037

Sports & Recreation
Ballybunion Health & Leisure,
Tel : 068-28111
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