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PUBS TO OPEN FOR RACE WEEK ?

Monday September 21st is the next possible date being looked at for the
re-opening of Ireland’s pubs but it may well be another false dawn, as they
have now been closed since March 15th. Initially they were supposed to
re-open on July 20th, then on August 10th and again on August 31st, but
have remained closed in accordance with regulations.
If indeed they do finally open on that date, it will coincide with the second
day of the seven day Listowel Racing festival and might offer a small crumb
of comfort to local publicans who have already missed out on five bank
holiday weekends and the busy summer months of July and August in
Ballybunion.
Listowel Races are being run this year behind closed doors with no
spectators, but some local accommodation providers are reporting full
occupancy for the week as trainers, owners, jockeys and others involved in
the racing industry will need some where to stay, which might yet prove a
small consolation for Ballybunion.
Continued on page 3
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A Note from the Editor

Hello and welcome to another edition of
Ballybunion News.
September is upon us and the weather is ever
changeable, varying between the four seasons on a
daily basis.
Both the primary and secondary schools have now
returned and please God both will remain virus
free and our students can settle down for the
school year ahead.
I’m sure you will all join me in sending best
wishes to the Dee and the Hellard families on the
re-opening of both the Railway Bar and the
Exchange Inn today. Its great to see two more
businesses re-opening on the main street and its
another step forward on the road back to
normality.
Finally, Id like to wish the best of luck to all of
our Leaving Cert students who will be getting
their results on Monday next and hopefully you
will all get your required courses for the college
year ahead.
Enjoy the weekend and Stay Safe
Ger
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Continued from front page……..

Naturally it wont be anything like what we’re used
to for race week with crowded pubs, music and
dancing till the small hours but a few dozen people
staying locally for six or seven nights can indeed
make a small difference to the economy and if the
pubs are allowed to open then possibly more
people will come.
A large volume of people who visit Ballybunion
annually for the race week never actually see the
track and simply spend their time between the
pubs and the betting office, so if the pubs are
open then I would expect to see at least some of
the regulars arriving.
Seven of the towns pubs, Mikey Joe’s, The Old
Attic, Conor Liston’s, the Feale Bar, Courtney’s,
the Railway and the Exchange Inn have been
closed now for six months as they do not serve
food, and were unable to open likes the others on
June 29th.
However, that is about to change today, as both
the Railway and the Exchange Inn will open their
doors this afternoon (Thursday) and punters will
be able to order pizzas to have with a drink.
The Exchange Inn have installed their very own
pizza ovens which will be manned by Loreto
Cretaro, formerly of Loreto’s Pizzeria, while
patrons at the Railway can choose from the menu
at Sizzle & Spice the pub’s onsite takeaway.
If the reaction to the opening of these pubs on
social media is anything to go by, then both should
be busy going forward and with most, if not all, of
the town’s mobile parks remaining open until at
least the end of September, having not been
permitted to operate until June 29th, many of our
regular summer residents will be about until then.
What the impending winter months will bring to
Ballybunion is anyone’s guess, but for the moment
most of the winter events like pub quizzes etc will
remain a distant memory because of social
distancing and crowd limitations but that too could
change if there's an improvement in things over
the coming weeks.
Little did we think back in March that the whole
season would be wiped out, but thankfully
Ballybunion and indeed Kerry has fared better
than most other places in terms of the numbers of
people with the virus, and this in spite of the huge
numbers of people visiting the area during the
summer months. Lets hope that this trend
continues and we’ll all stay safe over the winter.
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St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin
Anniversaries : Irene Dalton, Bridie Holly, Noreen
Liston, Tess & Bob Larkin, Mary & Robbie Francis,
James Shine, John Carroll & Seamus Kennelly.
This Week’s Masses :
Friday 10.00am : Mary Houlihan (Month’s Mind),
Saturday 7.00pm : Tess & Bob Larkin and Mary &
Robbie Francis,
Sunday 11.30am : James Shine and John Carroll
(Loyola),
Monday 10.00am : Special Intention,
Tuesday 7.00pm : Noranne Mulvihill,
Wednesday 10.00am : Irene Dalton (First
Anniversary).
Attending Mass : Numbers are limited to 50
people per mass, so if you would like to attend,
please telephone the dedicated number 0877121497 between 10.00am and 1.00pm each day
to book your seat.
Holy Communion 2021 : The following dates
have been allocated for First Holy Communion for
next year : Kilconly N.S. (Sat May 15th) and Scoil
Íosagain (Sat May 22nd).
Saint Anne : St Anne’s statue has a special place
of devotion in Ballybunion Church. Tradition tells
us that Anne and Joachim were the parents of
Mary, the
mother of
Jesus and it
also tells us
that Joachim
was not
permitted to
offer sacrifice
in the temple
because he
had produced
no child.
Anne and
Joachim
prayed for a
child which
Anne dedicates
to God's
service and it
was into this faith family that Mary the mother of
Jesus was born and grew up. Devotion to Anne
thrived as the Christian faith developed worldwide
because
Joachim and herself were the grandparents of
Jesus and they are also the patron saints of
Grandparents.
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Cahill’s
Main Street Ballybunion
Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244
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SEA RESCUE SEEKING
CADETS
Ballybunion Sea Rescue are shortly to commence
a Cadet program and are looking for teenagers in
the 14 to 16 age group, with the intention of
meeting once per month to teach various skills,
organise events & days out, and generally
encourage an interest in the group.
The aim is to promote teamwork, leadership,
general water safety awareness, and seamanship
skills. Things like first aid, knots, climbing, chart
reading, kayaking, cave exploration and possibly a
day trip to Valentia Coast Guard station, etc.
Interested parties should ask their parents to get in
touch with Ballybunion Sea Rescue through their
Facebook page (Ballybunion Rescue), or email
the PRO emmetlynch2@gmail.com.

KEEPING THE OLD
TRADITIONS ALIVE
Local farmer Robert Stack was keeping the old
traditions alive this week whilst raising funds for
the Alzheimer Centre at Árd Cúram Listowel with a
collection bucket at an event on his land featuring
and old-fashioned Reaper & Binder Machine.
In olden times the machine would have been
pulled by a team of horses, but this time it was
pulled by a tractor driven by……...while Tom
McMahon operated the machine from behind,
cutting the barley and loosely tying it into sheaves
with twine.
The public were invited to attend and watch as the
sheaves were gathered up by a team of
neighbours and friends and they will be left to dry
for a week or two, before the Treashing Machine
arrives to complete the next stage.

NO SIGN OF MISSING
ANGLER
At the time of writing on Thursday morning there
was still no sign of the missing angler who was lost
after falling into the sea from some rocks at
Ballyheigue Bay on Wednesday evening last.
Ballybunion Sea & Cliff Rescue and Coast Guard
were among the emergency services involved in
the initial search along with Marine Divers and the
Coastguard Helicopter but now after seven days
the search is being scaled down.
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Ballybunion Castle in late evening
Pic by Kevin Herlihy
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The Beale GAA Ladies Senior Team who defeated Rathmore on Monday evening
in the County Championship

Daniel Hayes winner of the recent Ballybunion News-sponsored Seán Walsh
Memorial Tournament at Ballybunion Golf Club with Ger Walsh Sponsor
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Isla O’Connor (right) of Kilcooly’s Country House Hotel pictured with her friend Karen Matthews of Malin
Co Donegal. Both girls graduated on Wednesday from UCD with BSC (Hons) in Genetics.

7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun
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Ballybunion Drama Group in the 1950’s
Back Row L to R : Jim Murphy, Willie Browne, Jack Mulvihill, Jack Noonan, Dan Shanahan & Paddy O’Sullivan
Front L to R : : Maureen Mulvihill, Carrie Day, Vera McElligott, Josie O’Sullivan & Jerry O’Sullivan (Seated front)
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Beale GAA NEWS
BEALE DRAW ST SENANS AGAIN IN NORTH KERRY
North Kerry Championship : Beale have been
drawn against the holders St Senans in the
opening round of the McMunns-sponsored North
Kerry Senior Football Championship for the
second year in a row but this time will have home
advantage as the tie has been fixed for Pairc
deStaic on Saturday September 12th.
The Mountcoal-based club won their first-ever title
at this level in 2018, beating Ballydonoghue, who
were seeking three in a row, while last year they
successfully defended their title, beating Brosna in
the decider, so they are now seeking three in a
row themselves and the big question is can Ian
Blake’s men stop them ?
Since football returned after the lockdown a few
weeks back, Beale have drawn with both Cordal
and Scartaglin, whilst defeating Valentia in their
group of the County Club Junior championship to
finish top of the group and qualify for the quarterfinals, where they will face Knocknagoshel in a
few weeks time after the first round of the North
Kerry championship is completed.

St Senans on the other hand, beat Skellig Rangers
lost to Ballydonoghue and drew with Listowel
Emmets but failed to qualify from their group.
Junior Football : Beale went down to Moyvane in
Ballybunion in the opening game of Group L of the
County Junior League on Friday last. After a pretty
evenly-contested first half, Moyvane emerged
victorious with three points to spare. Beale have
upcoming games in this competition against Duagh
and Knocknagoshel.
Minor football : A much-weakened Beale side
came out second-best against St Senans in the
opening round of the County Minor League Group H
recently and will take on Listowel Emmets in their
next game in early September.
Shannon Rangers : The divisional side went down
to Kenmare Shamrocks in the opening round of the
Kerry senior Football Championship on Sunday last
by 0-13 to 0-09. Cormac Linnane was the only
Beale player in the starting line-up, lining out at left
corner forward.
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The old-fashioned Reaper & Binder in action at Robert Stack’s in Doon on
Monday last. Pic by Ger Walsh

A group of locals watching the Corn Cutting on Robert Stack’s land in Doon on
Monday. Pic by Maura Enright
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David Walsh
September 1st

Norma Browne
September 4th

Donna Murphy
September 4th

Sarah Kissane
September 4th

Lyndsay O’Connor
September 6th

Ciara O’Mahony
September 6th
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Ivan Pennington
September 4th

Helen O’Hara
September 6th
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Loreto Cretaro at the new Pizza ovens in the Exchange Inn

20

21

The old-fashioned Reaper- & Binder in action at Robert Stack’s in Doon on
Monday last. Pic by Ger Walsh

Robert Stack, Michael Fitzmaurice, Tom McMahon & Mike Flahive taking a
break from the Corn Cutting. Pic by Maura Enright
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Accountants

Credit Union

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road
Tel : 068-27428

Listowel Credit Union,
(Ballybunion)
Main Street
Tel : 068-27685

Bars

Dog Grooming

Courtney’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-28038

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

The Exchange Inn, Main Street
Tel : 068-27123

Electricians

Liston’s Bar, Main Street
Tel : 087-2265932

Donal Moriarty, Sandhill Road
Tel : 087-9699572

Mikey Joe’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-27288

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton
Tel : 087-8382166

The Railway, Main Street
Tel : 068-27303

Financial Advice & Services
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston
Financial
Tel : 087-1341500

B & B / Guesthouses
Beasley’s 19th Lodge,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 068-27592

Filling Station & Convenience
Store

Cashen Course House,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 087-2898453

Buckley’s, East End
Tel : 083-3921792

Hair & Beauty

Courtney’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 068-28949

Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End
Tel : 083-3523278

Liston’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 087-0962387

Magic Scissors, East End
Tel : 068-27568

Building & Carpentry Services

Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street
Tel : 068-28898

N & C Courtney, Main Street
Tel : 087-2471670

Hotels

James Fogarty, Doon Road
Tel : 087-9154265

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main
Street
Tel : 068-27112
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Back to School
Abby Nolan, 1st class Scoil Iosagain, Liam Nolan first day in Tir na Nog, Junior Pre-school & Freya Nolan, 2nd class
Scoil Iosagain, Ballybunion.
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Hotels

Physical Therapy Clinic

The Marine, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27139

Deirdre Mulvihill, East End,
Tel : 087–4683588

McMunn’s, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-28845

Manual Solutions
Sandhill Road
Tel 087-9271996

Wilde, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27942

Sports & Recreation

Music & Disco

Ballybunion Health & Leisure,
Tel : 068-28111

Ger Walsh
Tel : 087-6061822

Taxis/Hackney

Painting & Decorating

Billy Brosnan, East End
Tel : 087-2577737

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor
Tel : 087-2924214

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh
Tel : 087-2604113

Pharmacy
Veterinary Surgeons
Ballybunion Pharmacy
Supervalu Complex, Main Street,
Joe O’Connor,
Tel : 068– 27437
Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Photographers
Upholstery Services
Ballybunion Prints Beach
Tel : 087-6120391

Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road
Tel : 086-8240457

Francis Bennett, Ahafona
Tel : 087-2460491
John Kelleher Photography
Tel : 087-6428411
Marie Rohan, Lisselton
Tel : 086-3681022
John Stack, Listowel
Tel : 087-6020990
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