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OLD COURSE AMONG MOST INCREDIBLE 20

Ballybunion’s famous old course is listed among the World’s 20 Most
Incredible Golf Courses in a recent online article.
Author Elliot Heath writes :
“One of the greatest things about golf is the way it is played across natural
landscapes, and there aren't many courses which use their landscapes
better than these 20. Ballybunion is considered by many to be the Republic
of Ireland’s number one golf course. Ireland is home to some of the finest
links land in the world and Ballybunion makes use of its natural
surroundings perfectly. Set on the Atlantic ocean in the south west of the
country, the 125 year-old Ballybunion club is actually home to 36 holes, but
it is the old course that keeps the visitors coming”.
High praise indeed for the course which is one of four Irish courses listed in
the 20 along with Old Head of Kinsale, Adare Manor Resort and Royal
County Down.
Continued on page 3
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A Note from the Editor

Hello and welcome to another edition of
Ballybunion News.
Its been another week of changeable weather and
the forecast for the coming weekend isn't too bad.
Best Wishes to all of our Leaving Cert students
who got their results on Monday last and
hopefully they will all get what they require when
the first round of college offers are published
tomorrow.
My sincere condolences to the Fitzmaurice family
on the death of DeLourdes in the past week.
May she rest in peace.
Beale begin their North Kerry Championship
campaign on Saturday at home to the holders St
Senans, but sadly, spectators are not allowed.
The game will however be streamed live and best
of luck to Ian Blake and his players.
The pubs are set to re-open on the Monday of
Listowel Race week but whether this will mean
that people will come for the races remains to be
seen.
Enjoy the weekend and Stay Safe
Ger
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Continued from front page……..

Ireland with four has the most inclusions along
with the USA which has Pine Valley, Pebble
Beach, Cypress Point and Augusta National, while
Scotland and South Africa have three each with St
Andrews, Loch Lomond and Shiskin on the Isle of
Arran from Scotland and Legends,
Fancourt
Links and Pinnacle Point from South
Africa included so Ballybunion is indeed mixing in
some impressive company.
Naturally, as a result of the world-wide pandemic,
the course has not had as much footfall as usual
in 2020, which has given the old girl a
deserved rest but it is great to see the Ballybunion
being mentioned in the same circles as Augusta
and Pebble Beach. Hopefully things will get back
to normal for 2021 when our great links can once
again play host to visitors from all over the world.

SEÁN HURLEY RIP
I was shocked and saddened to learn of the
sudden death of the
legendary Seán Hurley of
Radio Kerry on Tuesday
last.
I knew Seán (70) since
my early teens when he
had a two-piece band
(the Lamplighters) that
my late father hired on a
regular basis to play at
dances and functions in
the golf club.
Many years later when I joined Radio Kerry in the
1990’s, he was one of the first to welcome me
aboard and we used to reminisce about those
days in the golf club when he’d bring me up to
sing and how he showed me my first few chords
on the guitar.
Joining the staff over thirty years ago, Seán lived
and breathed Radio Kerry and was an outstanding
broadcaster who was adored by the listeners.
Locals in Ballybunion might recall him recording a
programme at the Community Centre for Radio
Kerry’s “Countrywide” a few years back, about the
Dancehalls of Ballybunion, while he also recorded
a programme at the Railway Bar about traditional
music, of which he was a great lover.
A gentleman to his fingers tips, he will be a huge
loss to local radio.
Sleep Well Sean, RIP my friend.
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DEFIBRILLATOR ON THE
BEACH
A defibrillator is now located at the beach in
Ballybunion thanks to the efforts of Kerry County
Council and a group of sea worshippers and water
safety instructors known as Kerry Surf & Lifesaving
who have been holding sessions every Sunday
morning on the Men’s Beach since 2014.
These sessions included land and water-based
activities, while also covering life saving techniques
and improving general fitness, while the group also
took part in the Munster Surf Lifesaving
competition at the end of every summer.
The group began fundraising for a defibrillator
some years ago and their efforts included
Barbeques, selling loom bracelets and charity
cycles.
This important life-saving equipment is now located
on the wall of the new toilet block between the
men's and ladies beaches with members of the
group and local councillor Robert Beasley in
attendance at the launch. A huge thank you to
everyone who made this possible.

MISSING GIRL
Gardaí are seeking the
public’s assistance in tracing
the whereabouts of 16 year
old Alex Sugrue who has
been missing from her home
since last weekend.
Alex was last seen at 9.00am
on Saturday morning last
when she left home.
She is described as being
approximately 5ft 1’’ in height,
of slim build, with green eyes
and blond (bleached)
shoulder length hair.
When last seen she was wearing a red, white and
navy jacket, army green pants and black Nike
runners.
Anyone who has seen her or who can assist in
locating her, is asked to contact Listowel Garda
Station on 068-50820, the Garda Confidential
Telephone Line 1800 666 111 or any Garda
Station.
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Cahill’s
Main Street Ballybunion
Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244
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St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin
Anniversaries : Jane Gilmore, John Creagh, Michael, Moll, Peter & Jerry McMahon, Seamus Enright,
Donal and Bridie Holly & Mary Holly-O’Shaughnessy.
Masses will be offered for the following :
Friday 10.00am : Joe Broderick
Saturday 7.00pm : Donal & Bridie Holly and Mary Holly-O’Shaughnessy, Seamus Enright, Elizabeth &
Bill Buckley and Rebecca McCarthy
Sunday 11.30am : John Creagh, Brendan Nagle, Michael, Moll, Peter & Gerry McMahon
Monday 10.00am : Station Mass for Kit Ahern Road, Upper Sandhill Road & Sandhill Park
Tuesday 7.00pm : Station Mass for Ballyeigh, Rathoona, Ahima & Scrahan
Wednesday 10.00am : Station Mass for Gortnaskehy, Ahafona, Commons, Barna & Kilmulhane
Friday 10.00am : Lower Sandhill Road, Marconi Ave, Pairc na d’Tur and Gleann na Mara
Saturday 7.00pm : Mary, Mike-Joe & Tom Ahern
Attending Mass : Numbers are limited to 50 people per mass, so if you would like to attend, please
telephone the dedicated number 087- 7121497 between 10.00am and 1.00pm each day to book your
seat.
Holy Communion 2021 : The following dates have been allocated for First Holy Communion for next
year : Kilconly N.S. (Sat May 15th) and Scoil Íosagain (Sat May 22nd).
Please pray for the soul of : DeLourdes Fitzmaurice late of Gortnaskehy who died during the week
St Philomena : There is a legend that Saint Philomena
was the daughter of a King of Greece who with his wife
converted to Christianity.
When the Emperor of Rome threatened to declare war
on Greece, the King with his family travelled to Rome to
sue for peace and the story goes that the King fell in love
with the young Philomena who refused his invitation to
become his wife.
In retaliation the Emperor subjected her to a number of
torments. He tried drowning her with an anchor tied
around her, when this failed he had arrows shot at her
which also failed and eventually he had her decapitated,
so for this reason, her Statue includes an anchor and an
arrow.
However, Philomena was never included in Roman
Martyr ology.
She was mentioned under the Feast Day for August 11th
in the Roman Calendar but from 1961 her name was
omitted by the Holy See's Liturgical Calendar, yet
devotion still is offered to her, including this statue in
Ballybunion Church, amongst some people all over the
world.
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The English Premiership football season gets
underway this weekend and it is of course a source
of great interest to many of our readers.
Once again, we have asked some well known
soccer enthusiasts from the local media
to predict their champions, top four and
relegated three, for the season ahead.
Here’s what they’ve come up with :
Dermot Crean
(Editor of Tralee Today)
Champions : Manchester City
Top Four : Chelsea, Liverpool & Man United
Relegated : Fulham, Brighton, & West Brom
Joe O’Mahony
(Head of Sport Radio Kerry)
Champions : Manchester City
Top Four : Liverpool, Chelsea & Man United
Relegated : West Brom, Brighton & West Ham.
Paul Brennan
(Sports Editor of the Kerryman)
Champions : Manchester City
Top Four : Liverpool, Man United & Chelsea
Relegated : Brighton, West Brom, & Aston Villa
Sylvester Hennessy
(Sports Editor of Kerry’s Eye)
Champions : Manchester City
Top Four : Chelsea, Man United & Liverpool,
Relegated : Crystal Palace, West Brom & Burnley
Ger Walsh
(Editor Ballybunion News)
Champions : Manchester City
Top Four : Liverpool, Chelsea & Arsenal
Relegated : Fulham, West Brom & Brighton
Interestingly, Dermot Crean, Paul Brennan & Joe
O’Mahony who are all Liverpool fans, have
forecast Man City to win the title as have Chelsea
fan Ger Walsh and Man Utd supporter Sylvester
Hennessy for the second year running, All five
have tipped newly-promoted West Brom to go
straight back down again while four of the five have
also tipped Brighton for relegation. We’ll see how it
pans out between now and next May.
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The Tree of Life, a commissioned piece of Sand Art for the midwives and nurses of the maternity ward of
Kerry University Hospital Tralee and created by Wild Atlantic Way Sand Art Events.
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NATIONAL EMERGENCY
SERVICES DAY

APPRECIATION NOTE
Árd Chúram would like to express appreciation
and gratitude to Robert Stack and his extended
family for organizing and facilitating a collection at
both the cutting and threshing of corn events at
their farm in Ballybunion, in support of the new Alzheimer's Centre in the Hospital Grounds,
Listowel which raised €2,045.87. MÍle BuÍochas.

Members of the Fire Service, Ballybunion Sea &
Cliff Rescue, Ballybunion Coastguard, the National
Ambulance Service and the Red Cross Ambulance
Service were all out in force in Ballybunion on
Saturday last to take in a parade to mark national
emergency services day which falls on the first Saturday of September every year.

BALLYBUNION LOVES
PIZZA

This is the first time that our volunteers have
marked the day locally, as they usually travel to
Dublin for a national parade which didn't happen
this year because of the pandemic.

The Railway Bar and the Exchange Inn both
opened their doors on Thursday last for the first
time since March 14th, serving pizzas, with locals
and visitors alike flocking to both premises over
the weekend.

The town came to a standstill as the volunteers in
their emergency vehicles paraded through the
streets receiving a loud and enthusiastic applause
from everyone in appreciation of the work they do
and the risks they take to save people’s lives and to
help people who are in trouble.
We have a very proud tradition in emergency
services here at Ballybunion going back many years
to the foundation of the Sea & Cliff Rescue which
was founded in 1986.

It was great to be able to get back into a pub
atmosphere again after such a long time and of
course the good news is that from Monday
September 21st all of the pubs can re-open again
without the need to serve food, but sadly with
restrictions in place, live music is not allowed.

Emergency Services Volunteers and Vehicles gathering
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for the parade on Saturday last
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Members of Kerry Surf & Lifesaving and Councillor Robert Beasley pictured at
the launch of the new defibrillator

Former Kerry footballers Colm Cooper, Kieran Donaghy & Joe Shannon playing
as Guests in the Captains Prize at Ballybunion GC on Saturday last.
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John Dee (Railway Bar), Stephen Galvin (Mikey Joe’s) & Conor Liston (Liston’s Bar) protesting at the Dáil
as part of the Kerry Publicans delegation on Wednesday
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Beale GAA NEWS
BEALE TAKE ON ST SENANS ON SATURDAY
North Kerry Championship : Beale play host to
the holders St Senans in the opening round of the
McMunns-sponsored North Kerry Senior Football
Championship on Saturday next at Pairc de Staic
at 4.00pm.
Unfortunately, because of restrictions, no
spectators allowed but the game will be streamed
live via a link on the North Kerry Board Facebook
page for a viewing fee of €5 and a match
programme will also be available for download
prior to the game.
These measures are to safeguard everyone’s
health and wellbeing during the current situation
and to ensure that GAA action can continue in a
safe manner and the Beale club are appealing to
the general public to comply fully with the Public
Health advice currently in place and look forward
to welcoming everyone back to Páirc de Staic in
the near future, but for now, stay safe and enjoy
the live streamed game from the comfort of your
own home.

Junior Football : Beale’s game against
Knocknagoshel in Group L of the County Junior
League did not take place as Knocknagoshel were
unable to field a team and sadly, this is also the
case with the final game against Duagh which will
not now take place either.
Minor football : Beale went down to Listowel
Emmets on Tuesday evening last. Stretched for
numbers, both sides were forced to play 13-a-side
without any substitutes and in spite of being
well-beaten, the Beale lads tried hard and played
with a true spirit, never giving up.
County Junior Club Championship : Beale are
into the last eight and take on Knocknagoshel in the
quarter-final on Saturday September 19th at 4.00pm
at a venue yet to be decided.
In the other quarter-finals, Annascaul play Duagh,
Renard play Tarbert and Castlegregory await the
winners of the game between Cordal and
Scartaglin.

15

16

16

17

A photograph featured in Golf Illustrated Magazine of October 1984
L to R : Elaine Connolly, Caroline Connolly, Margaret Ryan & Eleanor Allen on caddying duty at Ballybunion.
Notice the old wooden clubs.
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LATEST TEXT SCAM
On Tuesday afternoon,
I almost became the
victim of a clever text
scam that is rampant
about the place at the
moment with the
perpetrators attempting it
on several other local
people also.
Just after 4.30pm, I
received a text message
(right) supposedly from my
bank (Bank of Ireland)
telling me that there was
some suspicious activity
involving my debit card
and asking me to take
immediate
action by clicking on a
link that was included.
At the outset, I believed it to be genuine, and so I
clicked on the link which led me to what looked very
like the Bank of Ireland’s 365 online website and
there, I was asked to key in my six digit PIN number
for my debit card.
I did this and was then asked to key in my Bank
Account number which immediately aroused my suspicion, so I didn't give it and I closed off the page
before ringing the bank’s cards services department
at head office in Dublin where I was told that it was a
fraud.
The operator asked me to change my PIN number
which I did, and so my account was made safe again
(not that there was much to steal anyway).
I posted a screen capture of the text on social media
and immediately learnt that several others locally,
had received the same text also, including one girl
who doesn't even have an account with Bank of
Ireland, while a number of other people informed me
that they received similar texts supposedly from AIB
Bank and Ulster Bank also
If you don’t already know, Banks NEVER ask
customers for their account details by email or by
text message, so don’t be fooled into forwarding this
information.
Scammers operate a “numbers” game whereby they
will attempt to fool possibly fifty people to catch one,
which they always do, as people can be fooled by
what looks like a genuine story. Please Be Careful.
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7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun
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Stephen Galvin and Michael Healy-Rae deep in conversation outside the Dáil during the publicans
protest on Wednesday
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The Threshing at Robert Stack’s in aid of the Alzheimer's Centre in Listowel. Pic by Gráinne Toomey
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Accountants

Credit Union

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road
Tel : 068-27428

Listowel Credit Union,
(Ballybunion)
Main Street
Tel : 068-27685

Bars

Dog Grooming

Courtney’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-28038

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

The Exchange Inn, Main Street
Tel : 068-27123

Electricians

Liston’s Bar, Main Street
Tel : 087-2265932

Donal Moriarty, Sandhill Road
Tel : 087-9699572

Mikey Joe’s, Main Street
Tel : 068-27288

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton
Tel : 087-8382166

The Railway, Main Street
Tel : 068-27303

Financial Advice & Services
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston
Financial
Tel : 087-1341500

B & B / Guesthouses
Beasley’s 19th Lodge,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 068-27592

Filling Station & Convenience
Store

Cashen Course House,
Golf Links Road
Tel : 087-2898453

Buckley’s, East End
Tel : 083-3921792

Hair & Beauty

Courtney’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 068-28949

Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End
Tel : 083-3523278

Liston’s Bar
Main Street
Tel : 087-0962387

Magic Scissors, East End
Tel : 068-27568

Building & Carpentry Services

Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street
Tel : 068-28898

N & C Courtney, Main Street
Tel : 087-2471670

Hotels

James Fogarty, Doon Road
Tel : 087-9154265

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main
Street
Tel : 068-27112
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Donnacha, Denis, Áine, Finbarr & Daniel Breen enjoying the Treshing at Robert
Stack's in Doon on Sunday. Pic by Joanne Stack.
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Hotels

Physical Therapy Clinic

The Marine, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27139

Deirdre Mulvihill, East End,
Tel : 087–4683588

McMunn’s, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-28845

Manual Solutions
Sandhill Road
Tel 087-9271996

Wilde, Sandhill Road
Tel : 068-27942

Sports & Recreation

Music & Disco

Ballybunion Health & Leisure,
Tel : 068-28111

Ger Walsh
Tel : 087-6061822

Taxis/Hackney

Painting & Decorating

Billy Brosnan, East End
Tel : 087-2577737

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor
Tel : 087-2924214

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh
Tel : 087-2604113

Pharmacy
Veterinary Surgeons
Ballybunion Pharmacy
Supervalu Complex, Main Street,
Joe O’Connor,
Tel : 068– 27437
Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel
Tel : 068-22040

Photographers
Upholstery Services
Ballybunion Prints Beach
Tel : 087-6120391

Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road
Tel : 086-8240457

Francis Bennett, Ahafona
Tel : 087-2460491
John Kelleher Photography
Tel : 087-6428411
Marie Rohan, Lisselton
Tel : 086-3681022
John Stack, Listowel
Tel : 087-6020990
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