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BANK SHUTS DOWN ATM 

Late on Thursday afternoon last, Bank of Ireland finally announced that 
their branch or sub-office in Ballybunion is to close down for good, but in a 
further blow to the town, they are closing the ATM machine also, claiming 
that it is now unsafe for staff to enter the building to service the machine. 
 

The town has been without banking services since mid-January when 
Storm Brendan caused damage to the office building and at the time the 
bank stated that it was  assessing  the damage and would provide further 
updates, but nobody in Ballybunion actually believed that it would ever 
open again and now in this latest statement, Bank of Ireland have finally 
admitted that they will not be renewing the lease on the office building and 
as a result, the ATM is to close on Monday next September 28th leaving 
the town with no banking facilities, no night safe facilities and no ATM                        
facilities between the hours of 8.00pm and 8.00am as the only other ATM 
in the town is located at Cahills Supervalu which is closed during these 
hours.                                                                            
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Hello and welcome to another edition of                         
Ballybunion News. 
 
Well, its Race Week but one like we’ve never 
known before and to be honest its no big deal. 
 
The races being run behind closed doors without 
spectators and the lockdown conditions in Dublin 
have had a serious detrimental effect on the week 
and North Kerry is certainly feeling the financial 
loss as its just like an ordinary week about the 
place instead of the usual boom with bars open 
and music and dancing going on till the early 
hours. 
 
Bank of Ireland’’s decision to close down the 
branch and the ATM permanently from Monday 
next is nothing short of a disgrace, but is there      
anything anybody can do to prevent it from               
happening ? Perhaps its time for our local TD’s to 
step up to the mark ! 
 
The pubs are open again after six months and 
hopefully they will stay open, but a lot of local 
pessimists are predicting another total lockdown 
which hopefully won’t happen. 
Enjoy the weekend and Stay Safe    

GerGerGerGer   

A Note from the Editor 



3 

3 

 OFFICE/STUDY SPACE TO 

LET 

 
Annie’s Tea Rooms on Main Street are currently                                
being converted into four pods which will be rented 
out over the coming months for Study or working 
from home. Each pod will come equipped with a 
desk, an office chair, multiple power points and high 
speed broad band. Tea & Coffee making, toilet                  
facilities and heating are also included.  
 

Telephone 068-27112 for further details. 

 
A GOOD NEWS STORY 

 
Its nice to be able to bring a good news story for a 
change. On Sunday afternoon, I received a private 
message to the Ballybunion News Facebook page 
from a lady who had found a sum of money in the 
town and she asked me to put a notice on the page 
in the hope that the money might be returned to its 
rightful owner.  
 

Social media is a very powerful tool and within ten 
minutes of the post going online, I had received a 
phone call from a local man who had lost a sizeable 
enough sum of money and he was pretty sue of the 
location also. I messaged the finder back asking her 
to telephone me which she did, and she was able to 
tell me that the sum of money which she had found 
matched the exact amount that the man had lost and 
in the same location also. 
 

I gave the man the finder’s phone number, they                   
arranged to meet and the money was returned. 
Its nice to know that there are still some honest              
people in the world and that social media was used 
for something positive also.  
 

SEA RESCUE CALL OUTS 
 

Ballybunion Sea & Cliff Rescue were called out on 
Sunday last to the Listowel area along with the                 
Gardai, Fire Brigade and Coast Guard when a young 
man was reported missing but thankfully, he was 
found some time later, safe and well. 
 

On the previous Tuesday the unit was also in action 
when a surfer got into difficulties but again he too 
was brought back to safety and his injuries were        
attended to by volunteers at the Unit headquarters 
until an ambulance arrived to take him to hospital 
where he wqs kept over night for observation and 
released the following morning. 
 

7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri 
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

Ballybunion News received the following by email 
from a disgruntled visitor to the town during the    
week. 
 

Dear Sir,  
I have been advised by a local person  that your                           
newsletter is the best place to highlight a problem 
that I encountered in Ballybunion this week. 
 

I am one of a group of four men who faithfully visit 
Ballybunion each year for Listowel Race Week,  
which we have done for the past twenty years or 
more, we always enjoy the craic around the town, 
the friendliness of the local people and great                          
entertainment that Ballybunion provides.  
 

We arrived on Sunday as usual and moved into 
our rented house before heading out to enjoy a 
few pints that night ,but on Monday morning we 
tried to find breakfast in the town and none was 
available. 
 

I can’t why everywhere was closed ? Did                            
Ballybunion have such a great summer season 
that the local cafes and eateries can now afford to 
close on the Monday of what is usually your                      
busiest week of the year ? 

 

None of us want to be bothered with cooking when 
we go away for our week’s break and we always 
eat out for breakfast, lunch and dinner, but on 
Monday, we ended up having to buy breakfast 
rolls at the local supermarket which we had with 
tea from paper cups. 
 

I will add that we were able to get breakfast from 
Tuesday onwards but I just felt that it needed             
highlighting that everywhere was closed on                  
Monday and I wonder if that would have been the 
case if the races weren't being held behind closed 
doors because of Covid ?  
 

Paddy Smyth Co Meath 

 

Well, I don’t know what to say or how to answer 
that but I will say that local cafes, restaurants and 
pubs serving food have had an extremely busy 
time since June 29th and they are entitled to a day 
off now and then also.   
 

Perhaps the owner of one of these local                       
businesses might like to respond ? 



6 

6 

 

Cahill’s  
Main Street Ballybunion 

Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs 
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244 



7 

7 

RIBBON IS CUT ON PICNIC 

AREA 

The beautiful new picnic area located at the           
Children’s playground on Cliff Road was officially 
opened on Tuesday as our local Councillor Robert 
Beasley and Councillor Michael Foley Mayor of the 
Listowel Municipal District performed the opening 
ceremony by cutting the ceremonial ribbon. 
 

The event was attended by members of the             
Ballybunion Tidy Towns Group led by their           
Chairman Noel Nash who were the driving forces 
behind the project, and members of Ballybunion 
Community Forum and Development Company. 
 

Ballybunion Tidy Towns would like to acknowledge 
and thank the Kerry County Council for the funding 
to bring this large project to fruition with a series of 
Community Enhancement grants over the last 
number of years and it is now a fabulous feature 
within our town with its granite benches and tables 
featuring inlaid chessboards for people of all ages 
to enjoy. 
 

It is also wonderful so see an area of the park now 
dedicated to the memory of the late Rita Hawney 
who donated this land to the children of the town.  
Miss Hawney ran the former West End Hotel in 
Ballybunion for many years and a brass plaque 
mounted on a piece of Liscannor stone now 
acknowledges her kind deed. 
 

The new all-weather picnic area has wheel-chair 
access and we hope that those who use the area 
for a rest, to eat, or to enjoy the view will, also,               
respect the new planting and dispose of their                              
rubbish in the bin provided which will help to keep 
Ballybunion Town Park a tidy place to visit. 
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Anniversaries : Joan Connolly, Mary and john 
Stokes-O’Sullivan, Hannah Hannon & Bridget 
Downey 

 

Masses will be offered for the following :  
 

Friday 10.00am : Phil Clarke 

 

Saturday 7.00pm : Joan Connolly, Mary & John 
Stokes-O’Sullivan 

 

Sunday 11.30am : Thomas Moore (Month’s 
Mind)  
 

Monday 10.00am : Jim Walsh late of Ballyeigh 
who died in Australia and Deceased family             
members  
 

Wednesday 10.00am : Station Mass for Acres, 
Castlequarters, Beale, Beale/Hill, Tullamore and 
Bromore  
 

Friday  Oct 2nd 10.00am : Station Mass for  
Marian Crescent, Seafield Estate, Doon Road 
and Cliff Road 

 

Attending Mass : Numbers are limited, so if you 
would like to attend, please continue to telephone 
the dedicated number 087- 7121497  between 
10.00am and 1.00pm each day to book your seat. 
 

Streaming Mass : Masses are now streamed 
live on the St John’s Parish Facebook page 

 

Please sanitise your hands on entering and                  
exiting the Church and it would be a big help if 
you could  be in your seat five minutes before 
Mass time, which allows the ushers to find a safe 
place for everyone. 
 

When approaching the Altar for communion and 
returning to your seat please give space to those 
in front of you and we thank you for your                       
co-operation in keeping Mass safe for everyone 
attending. 
 

The dispensation from attending Mass on                     
Sundays and Holydays of obligation remains in 
place and in line with this, and in order to manage 
the reduced Church capacity constraints, people 
are encouraged to attend Mass on Weekdays 
instead of Vigil Saturday and Sunday Morning 
Mass. 
 

Weekdays Mass will be celebrated on Monday, 
Wednesday and Fridays at 10am. 

St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin    
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Greg Ryan (left) and Donal Liston (right) enjoying a game of chess at the official opening on Tuesday of 
the new picnic tables in the Children’s Playground watched by members of Ballybunion Tidy Towns. 

The spectacular “Devils Chair” at Bromore Cliffs, bathed in sunshine on Wednesday  
afternoon. Pic by Holly Walsh 
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Back in Business 
Noel & Ellen Courtney along with Katie Rowan behind the counter at Courtney’s 

Bar which re-opened after six months on Monday  
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Beale GAA NEWS Beale GAA NEWS Beale GAA NEWS Beale GAA NEWS     

SEMI-FINAL SPOT FOR 

BEALE  

 
Beale clinched a semi-final spot in the County 
Junior championship on Saturday afternoon with 
an emphatic 12-point win over Knocknagoshel in 
Finuge. Played in beautiful sunshine on a superb 
surface, the high-scoring game was pretty evenly 
matched in the opening 30 minutes with Beale 
holding a two-point lead at half time (0-9 to 0-07). 
 

Knocknagoshel started the second half the better 
and were soon level, but some wasteful shooting 
from their forwards prevented them from pulling 
away.  
 

However, the turning point of the game came                
mid-way through the second half when Barry 
O’Neill found the net for Beale and from the                      
resulting kick out Beale got possession and 
knocked over a point to lead by four. 
 

Knocknagoshel reduced it to three at the second 
half water break (1-12 to 0-12) but further Beale 
goals from Eric Daly and Johnny O’Sullivan put 
them out of reach and they went on to win by 3-17 
to 0-14. 
 

The Beale management and selectors will have 
reason to be pleased with their players and in                 
particular Barry O’Neill and Eric Daly who were 
outstanding up front along with Cormac Linnane 
and Ger O’Gorman who contributed 10 points                       
between them, while Neilus Mulvihill was very  
solid at midfield and Conor Toomey who was 
sprung from the bench, also impressed. 
 

Team : Seán Dee, Paul Collins, Jeremy King,        
John Griffin, Fionnán Toomey, Seamie                   
O’Sullivan, Killian Walsh-O’Boyle, Phillie Blake, 
Neilus Mulvihill, Barry O’Neill, Ger Gorman,              
Johnny O’Sullivan, Cormac Linnane, Ian Mannix 
(Capt), and Eric Daly.   

Substitutes used: Conor Toomey for Ian Mannix 
(Injured), Diarmuid O’Mahony for Paul Collins,     
Cillian Courtney for Ger Gorman, Daniel Hayes for 
Johnny O’Sullivan and Bernard O’Callaghan for 
and Barry O’Neill.  

Beale play Castlegregory in the semi-final on       
Sunday October 4th at a venue yet to be                       
confirmed, while on Saturday September 26th 
next they take on Knocknagoshel once again in  
the quarter-final of the North Kerry Championship 
in Duagh at 4.00pm. 
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Bart the horse posing for the camera at Bromore Cliffs on Wednesday afternoon.  
Pic by Holly Walsh 

Notices on the door and walls of the Bank of Ireland Ballybunion Branch announcing 
its permanent closure  



16 

16 

TOMMY CONNOLLY RIP 

Ballybunion News was 
very saddened to learn 
of the death in London 
of Tommy “Toots”          
Connolly on                    
Saturday morning last 
after a brief illness. 

One of four brothers 
born to Tom and Lizzie              
Connolly of East End, 
Tommy followed in the                 
family tradition and 
trained as an electrician 
after leaving school before heading to London as a 
young man in the early 1950’s where he worked 
for the same company for 35 years. 

By night Tom played in the Irish Dancehalls and 
Ballrooms of London as a drummer with                  
several well-known bands including the Caravelles 
with whom he spent many years. 

He also played with the house band at the                      
Hibernian Ballroom in Fulham who were at the 
time fronted by another young Irishman Seán                       
Dunphy, who returned to Ireland some time later to 
join the Hoedowners Showband before going on to 
represent Ireland at the 1967 Eurovision Song 
Contest in Vienna. 

Tommy continued to play the drums long after he 
had retired from his day job as he simply loved        
music and I can fondly recall many conversations 
with him about the music industry and his time in 
London, when we would meet up on one of his                 
annual summer trips back to his holiday home in 
Ballybunion at East End.  

In fact, I remember on one such occasion, him              
telling me that during the 1960’s there were 32 
Irish Dancehalls in the greater London area, “one 
for each county” as he put it, but sadly there isn't 
even one left now and the Irish music & cabaret 
scene is nothing like what it was when Tommy was                    
performing. 

Predeceased by his wife Anne and his brother 
Mickey, Tommy is survived by his brothers Patsy 
(Doon Road) & Jackie (Listowel), his daughters 
Lizzie and Michelle, his son Thomas, five                     
grandchildren, nieces and nephews, relatives and 
a large circle of friends.  

May his gentle soul Rest in Peace. 
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Brendan Keane and Michael Moss Beasley painting the Cinema back in the early 
1960’s 
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        Lennie Ward              Diane Houlihan               P.J. O’Gorman              Maurice King                            
      September 26th             September 27th               September 29th             September 29th 

     Maura Hanrahan            Noreen Nolan                Laura Rohan                Olive O’Driscoll                  
       September 26th            September 26th             September 26th             September 26th 
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Carmel Nash (left) and Kathleen Collins (right) enjoying a game of chess at the official opening on Tuesday 
of the new picnic tables in the Children’s Playground watched by members of Ballybunion Tidy Towns 
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AccountantsAccountantsAccountantsAccountants    
  

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road 
Tel : 068-27428 

  
Bars Bars Bars Bars     
        

Courtney’s, Main Street 
Tel : 068-28038 

  
The Exchange Inn, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27123 
 

Liston’s Bar, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2265932 

 
Mikey Joe’s, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27288 
  

The Railway, Main Street 
Tel : 068-27303 

  
B & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / Guesthouses    

  
Beasley’s 19th Lodge,                       

Golf Links Road 
Tel : 068-27592 

  
Cashen Course House,                       

Golf Links Road 
Tel : 087-2898453 

 
Courtney’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 068-28949 
 

Liston’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 087-0962387 
 

Building & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry Services    
  

N & C Courtney, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2471670 

  
James Fogarty, Doon Road 

Tel : 087-9154265 
 

Credit UnionCredit UnionCredit UnionCredit Union    
        

Listowel Credit Union, 
(Ballybunion)  
Main Street 

Tel : 068-27685 
  

Dog GroomingDog GroomingDog GroomingDog Grooming    
  

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel 
Tel : 068-22040 

  
Electricians Electricians Electricians Electricians     

  
Donal Moriarty, Sandhill Road 

Tel : 087-9699572 
  

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton 
Tel : 087-8382166 

 
Financial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & Services    

    
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston            

Financial 
Tel : 087-1341500 

 
Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience 

StoreStoreStoreStore    
  

Buckley’s, East End 
Tel : 083-3921792 

  
 Hair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & Beauty    

 
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End 

Tel : 083-3523278 
 

Magic Scissors, East End 
Tel : 068-27568 

  
Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street 

Tel : 068-28898 
 

HotelsHotelsHotelsHotels    
  

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main 
Street 

Tel : 068-27112 
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        Concerned locals Greg Ryan, Councillor Robert Beasley, John Dee & Padraig Hanrahan at the 
Bank of Ireland ATM Machine which is to be removed from the town on Monday next. 
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HotelsHotelsHotelsHotels    
 

The Marine, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27139 

  
 McMunn’s, Sandhill Road 

Tel : 068-28845 
 

Wilde, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27942 

 
Music & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & Disco    

    
Ger Walsh 

Tel : 087-6061822 
     

Painting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating    
    

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor 
Tel : 087-2924214 

    
PharmacyPharmacyPharmacyPharmacy    

        
Ballybunion Pharmacy 

Supervalu Complex, Main Street, 
Tel : 068– 27437 

        
PhotographersPhotographersPhotographersPhotographers    

        
Ballybunion Prints Beach 

Tel : 087-6120391 
  

Francis Bennett, Ahafona 
Tel : 087-2460491 

 
John Kelleher Photography 

Tel : 087-6428411 
  

Marie Rohan, Lisselton 
Tel : 086-3681022 

 
John Stack, Listowel 
Tel : 087-6020990 

 
 
    
 

Physical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy Clinic    
        

Deirdre Mulvihill, East End, 
Tel : 087–4683588 

  
Manual Solutions 
Sandhill Road 

Tel 087-9271996 
        

 Sports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & Recreation    
  

Ballybunion Health & Leisure,  
Tel : 068-28111 

 
Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney     

        
Billy Brosnan, East End 

Tel : 087-2577737 
  

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh 
Tel : 087-2604113 

        
Veterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary Surgeons    

        
Joe O’Connor,  

Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel            
Tel : 068-22040 

 
Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services     

        
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road 

Tel : 086-8240457 


