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LOCALS DELIGHTED AT BIDEN WIN 

The people of Ballybunion were very enthusiastic at the prospect of a new 
American President following the victory of Democrat Joe Biden over sitting 
President Donald Trump last weekend. 
 

Many locals, spent days glued to their televisions until the early hours, 
awaiting the results of the election which took much longer than usual, 
amid several controversaries and legal challenges from the Trump camp. 
 

Shortly after it was announced that Mr Biden had indeed won the required 
number of votes to clinch victory,  the statue of his fellow democrat                    
President Bill Clinton, was adorned with US Flags and a sign                                                  
congratulating the new President-elect. 
 

Apparently, plans are already afoot to invite Mr Biden to Ballybunion for a 
round of golf when he will inevitably visit his ancestral home in Mayo at 
some future date.                                                                                

 Jackie Hourigan & Joan O’Connor celebrate the 
election of the new President 
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Hello and welcome to another edition of                         
Ballybunion News. 
 
The poor weather continues, mixed with the odd 
fine day but at least people are out and about  
walking the beaches and the cliff paths.  
 
We’re all still in a state of shell-shock over Kerry’s 
last minute defeat by Cork on Sunday but the only 
thing on the plus side, is that because of           
lockdown, we don’t have to suffer  some of the 
gloating Cork supporters who spend their                       
weekends and holidays here. 
 
Its great news that the town will have its usual 
Christmas decorations with lights and a tree again 
this year ,although we don’t know yet what                
restrictions will be in place for the festive season. 
 
My sincere condolences to the families of Fr Jerry 
Carroll , Neville Asregadoo and Con O’Gorman 
who passed away recently. May They Rest in 
Peace. 
 
For those of you with an interest in golf, enjoy the 
Masters over the next few days and Stay Safe 
Everybody,    

GerGerGerGer   

A Note from the Editor 



3 

3 

COUNCILLOR CALLS FOR 
WATSON TO BE HONOURED 

 
Local councillor Robert Beasley called on fellow 
councillors at last Monday’s meeting of the Listowel 
Electoral Area to honour legendary American golfer 
Tom Watson for helping to put Ballybunion on the 
world stage. 
 

Mr Beasley asked that the LEA district pay tribute 
to and honour Watson in 2021, as he has been            
responsible for bringing thousands of golfing                  
tourists from the USA into the area for the past forty 
years. 
 

Watson, an eight-time major winner, first visited in 
July of 1981, returning several times since and 
serving as Captain of Ballybunion Golf Club in the 
year 2000. 
 

His endorsement of the course in the media and 
among his fellow professionals down through the 
years, is largely responsible for the huge influx of 
American visitors that the club and the North Kerry 
area has enjoyed on an annual basis since. 
 

He last visited in July of  last year  when he                  
conducted a survey on the club’s Cashen course 
with a view to carrying out some redesign work.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

       Maureen Walsh              Katie Joy                                             
         Mon Nov 9th                Tue Nov 10th                    

         James Kissane        Fiona Mulcare                                             
            Tue Nov 10th            Thur Nov 12th                    

         Mick McCarthy              Jim Dee                                                           
           Fri Nov 13th                Sun Nov 15th                    

       Ciara Kennelly              Eileen Allen                                             
        Sun  Nov 15th                Sun  Nov 15th                    
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Cahill’s  
Main Street Ballybunion 

Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs 
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244 
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WHATS OPEN DURING 
LOCKDOWN ? 

 

♦ The Marine Hotel & Restaurant are open for                   
collection on telephone orders (068-27139) 
on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 
5.00pm 

 

♦ Kilcoolys on Saturday mornings between 
11.00am and 1.00pm for a range of home 
baked goods including breads, scones and 
sausage rolls 

 

♦ Namir’s Restaurant open daily for takeaway 

 

♦ Cahill’s Supervalu open from 7.30am to 
9.00pm Sunday to Thursday and 7.30am to 
9.30pm on Fridays and Saturdays. 

 

♦ Buckley’s filling station and convenience 
store at East End 

 

♦ Bunyan’s shop on Doon Road  
 

♦ Browne’s Butchers on Main Street 
 

♦ Ballybunion Post Office is open Monday to       
Friday from 9.00am to 5.30pm and on                       
Saturdays from 9.00am to 1.00pm. 

         Services include AIB and Ulster Bank                    
         Banking  
 

♦ Joyce’s Newsagents & Shop is also open             
seven days from 7.00am to 7.30pm. 

 

♦ Seaside, the coffee shop located close to the 
Castle Green are open on Saturdays and    
Sundays between 11.00am and 5.00pm 

 

♦ Culloty Craft Gift Shop are open for online 
sales, click and collect, or avail of their postal 
service 

 

♦ Lynch’s Hardware Monday to Saturday  
 

♦ Coast Café open from 11.00am on Saturdays 
and Sundays plus Bank Holiday this weekend 

 

♦ Brosnan’s & Enright’s Taxis are also running 

 

♦ Takeaways & Fast Food Restaurants also 
open 

 

♦ Mike’s Garage Ahafona 

 

♦ East 73rd Click & Collect (Sat 11-12) 

MEETING THE NEW                
PRESIDENT 

Pictured above are Ballybunion woman Niamh 
Hartnett with US President-elect Joe Biden in New 
York last year. 
 

Niamh told Ballybunion News : “I had the pleasure 
of meeting President Elect Joe Biden last year                    
during an event in Bronxville, New York.                                 
He was charismatic and humble and spoke about 
his love of Ireland. He also told me that during his 
time in the White House, he and Barack Obama 
discovered that their great-great grandfathers both 
travelled to the U.S. on a ship, one week apart 
from each other and for those of us who value 
character and decency, Joe Biden and Kamala 
Harris will do us proud”.  
 

Niamh who is the daughter of Tim & Betty Hartnett 
the proprietors of Parklands Holiday Park on the 
Listowel Road at Gortnaskehy, has lived in New 
York for many years and is an avid reader of                
Ballybunion News to keep her in touch with home. 
 

CONCERN OVER LOCAL 
SAFETY ISSUES 

 
Councillor Robert Beasley has expressed serious 
concern to Kerry County Council over two safety 
issues in the town. 
 

The cliff over looking the ladies beach is in a                   
serious state of deterioration which could                        
eventually lead to the Cliff Road collapsing while 
sections of the wooden fencing on the cliff walk 
have rotted and fallen into the sea, leaving a                   
serious risk to everyone using the walk.  
 

Hopefully, in the coming weeks, the Council will 
send out an engineer to survey the damage and 
they will then carry out the necessary repair 
worked needed to make both areas safe again.  
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7.45am to 8.00pm Mon to Fri 
9.00am to 8.00pm Sat & Sun 

WORK WELL UNDER WAY 
ON MAIN TRALEE ROAD 

 
Upgrading works are well under way on the main                    
Ballybunion to Tralee Road which has been closed 
to Traffic since July of 2019. 
 

The 2km treacherous stretch of the R 556 road at 
Rathscannel, known locally as the Dale Road,                
is built on a bog and has been collapsing steadily 
over the years due to subsidence. It has been the 
scene of several accidents with dozens of cars        
falling over the edge and into the bog, but                         
thankfully, nobody has been badly injured. 
 

Closed initially for surveying works more than                              
sixteen months ago with traffic travelling between                     
Ballybunion and Tralee having to detour via Lixnaw 
village or Killahan on the opposite side, upgrading 
works have begun in recent weeks with the                           
installation of huge culverts (below), and it is hoped 
that the road will re-open in time for the summer                    
season of 2021. 

LOCALS WOULD SUPPORT 
CORK AGAINST DUBLIN 

 
Ballybunion people would support Cork if they 
were to meet Dublin in the All-Ireland final                     
according to a poll conducted by Ballybunion News 
on Facebook during the week. 
 

Following Kerry’s shock defeat to the Rebels on 
Sunday last, locals are getting behind Cork to end 
Dublin’s six-in-a-row bid should they meet in the 
final scheduled for Saturday December 19th.  
 

Cork however, still have to beat Tipperary in the 
Munster final and then take on the winners of the 
Connaught final between Galway and Mayo,                  
before they get a crack at the Dubs who are                
fancied to make the final.   
 

Of those who took part in the survey, 85% said 
they would back the Rebels, 10% would back the 
Dubs, while 5% said they would not support either 
side if they both reached the final. 
 

Things have certainly changed over the years, but 
perhaps Kerry people are just fed up of Dublin                 
winning all the time ? 
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SOME VIRUS NUMBERS 
CONTINUE TO DROP 

 

The number of new cases of Covid-19 Corona              
Virus continue to drop nationwide, but we are far 
from out of the woods yet, as the country still                    
averaged 409 new cases per day, for the last week. 
 

Figures for the past seven days total 2,869 which is 
down by 1,270, representing a drop of 44% on the 
previous week (4,139) and compared with the first 
week before lockdown measures were introduced 
on October 21st, it represents a drop of 5,362 or 
65%. 
 

Deaths from the virus nationwide this past week                     
total 37 which is slightly up on the previous week of 
34 ( + 8.8%), while here in Kerry, the number of new 
cases was also up from 99 last week to 127 this 
week, an increase of almost 28%, but much of this 
increase can be traced to an outbreak in one                   
location. 
 

There is no doubt that we are winning the war 
against the spread of the virus at the moment, but 
we have to remain stringent, and fight to keep                 
driving the numbers down. 
 

KERRY JUST NOT AT THE 
RACES 

 
Shock, Horror and Disappointment are just three of 
the words one could use to sum up Kerry’s defeat 
by Cork in the Munster semi-final on Sunday last. 
 

Many thought that Kerry would to be the main threat 
to Dublin’s bid for six All-Ireland titles in a row,         
having run them so close in last year’s final, and          
after recent displays of fast-flowing attacking football 
against Monaghan and Donegal on their way to  
winning the National League, football fans in the 
county were very hopeful that this indeed might be 
the year that Kerry could wrestle the Sam Maguire 
Cup back from Dublin’s grasp. 
 

It wasn't to be however, and on Sunday last in the 
rain at Pairc UÍ Chaoimh, their display of what can 
only be described as “Puke Football” (to paraphrase 
Pat Spillane), left us all down with a bang. 
 

My take on it, is that the management can take most 
of the blame for setting up the side so defensively, 
and for the backwards, sideways, and cautious          
passing, instead of the direct, fast attacking, free-

style play that we have traditionally seen from Kerry 
teams down through the decades. 

DOUBLE CELEBRATION 
FOR KEANE FAMILY 

Golf is very important in the Keane household 
and they have two reasons for celebration this 
week following the news last night, that Tom 
Keane has been elected to the Southern                        
Regional Executive of Golf Ireland. 
 

Tom who was Captain of Ballybunion Golf Club in 
2017 and will serve as Honorary Secretary for 
2021, is a fully-qualified golf referee, and has 
been a member of the Munster Branch of the 
Golfing Union of Ireland for the past number of 
years. 
 

The Men’s and Ladies Unions (GUI & ILGU) 
amalgamate on January 1st to form Golf                         
Ireland, requiring a new executive to be elected 
comprising of men and women to run the                       
country’s golfing affairs, and Tom will represent 
Ballybunion and indeed Kerry, on this new board. 
 

The second reason for celebration in the                     
household is the recent announcement that 
Tom’s wife Georgina (neé Ó’Hara) has been 
nominated as BGC’s Lady Vice-Captain,           
meaning that she will be Lady Captain in 2022. 
 

Georgina, has been one of the most prominent 
and successful lady golfers at Ballybunion for a 
long time and has also served on committee for a 
number of years, so this honour is truly                       
well-deserved.  
 

Congratulations to you both. 
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Sonny Culhane, Pa Walsh and Patsy Connolly enjoying a pint in            
Liston’s in the late 1960’s 
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Anniversaries : Tom Hayes of Beale, Nora, Moss & 
Tim Galvin, Noreen McGowan, Moss & Noones 
Greaney, Mickey O’Sullivan, Ned Leahy, Patsy            
Callaghan, Carmel McCarron, Catherine, Donie & 
Chris Wall, Deceased members of the O’Grady              
family, Lizzie & Jimmy Lynch, Mollie, Paddy, Paudie 
& Tom-Joe Walsh 

 

Please Pray for : The souls of Fr Jerry O’Carroll 
who passed away on Saturday last and Neville               
Asregadoo formerly of Sandhill Road, who died in 
London last weekend 

 

Prayer Services : Prayer services will be held each 
Monday and Friday in the church at 10.00am while 
Rosary will be said in the church each Wednesday 
also at 10.00am and these  services can be viewed 
live on Facebook. 
 

Masses will be offered for the following :  
 

Friday 10.00am : The Faithful Departed  
 

Saturday 7.00pm : Mollie, Paddy, Paudie & Tom 
Joe Walsh, Lizzie & Jimmy Lynch 

 

Sunday 11.30am : Mickey O’Sullivan of Doon Road, 
Ned Leahy, Carmel McCarron and Deceased                   
members of the McCarron and Beasley families of 
River View, Catherine, Donie & Chris Wall, and                 
Deceased members of the O’Grady family. 
 

Monday 10.00am : The Faithful Departed 

 

Wednesday 10.00am : The People of the Parish  
 

Level Five Restrictions : We cannot gather to               
celebrate mass in person but St John’s Church                 
remains open for private prayer. Please sanitise 
your hands on entry and enter through the left hand 
side of the church. Maintain a social distance of two 
metres from fellow parishioners, exit through the 
right hand side and sanitise your hands again when 
exiting. 
 

Mass : Weekday masses for intentions will be said 
privately while Saturday night’s vigil mass (7.00pm) 
and Sunday morning mass (11.30am) will be 
streamed live on the St John’s Facebook page 
 
Parish Office : The Parish office on Church Road 
remains open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.  Tel : 068 27102.  
Thank you for your continuing co-operation, stay 
safe, stay healthy and God Bless.         

St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin    St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin    
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          UP THE REBELS                              
          Cork ladies Elaine Cahill and Catherine Mulcahy celebrating the win over Kerry at Cahill’s                          

Supervalu on Monday 
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AccountantsAccountantsAccountantsAccountants    
  

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road 
Tel : 068-27428 

  
Bars Bars Bars Bars     
        

Courtney’s, Main Street 
Tel : 068-28038 

  
The Exchange Inn, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27123 
 

Liston’s Bar, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2265932 

 
Mikey Joe’s, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27288 
  

The Railway, Main Street 
Tel : 068-27303 

  

B & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / Guesthouses    
  

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,                       
Golf Links Road 
Tel : 068-27592 

  
Cashen Course House,                       

Golf Links Road 
Tel : 087-2898453 

 
Courtney’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 068-28949 
 

Liston’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 087-0962387 
 

Building & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry Services    
  

N & C Courtney, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2471670 

  
James Fogarty, Doon Road 

Tel : 087-9154265 
 

Car Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & Dismantlers    
 

Dirra Cross Motors  
Asdee 

Tel : 0863510478 
 

Credit UnionCredit UnionCredit UnionCredit Union    
        

Listowel Credit Union, 
(Ballybunion)  
Main Street 

Tel : 068-27685 
  

Dog GroomingDog GroomingDog GroomingDog Grooming    
  

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel 
Tel : 068-22040 

  
Electricians Electricians Electricians Electricians     

  

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton 
Tel : 087-8382166 

 
Financial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & Services    

    
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston            

Financial 
Tel : 087-1341500 

 
Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience 

StoreStoreStoreStore    
  

Buckley’s, East End 
Tel : 083-3921792 

  
 Hair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & Beauty    

 
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End 

Tel : 083-3523278 
 

Magic Scissors, East End 
Tel : 068-27568 

  
Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street 

Tel : 068-28898 
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HotelsHotelsHotelsHotels    
 

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main 
Street 

Tel : 068-27112 
 

The Marine, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27139 

  
 McMunn’s, Sandhill Road 

Tel : 068-28845 
 

Wilde, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27942 

 
Music & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & Disco    

    
Ger Walsh 

Tel : 087-6061822 
     

Painting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating    
    

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor 
Tel : 087-2924214 

    
PharmacyPharmacyPharmacyPharmacy    

        
Ballybunion Pharmacy 

Supervalu Complex, Main Street, 
Tel : 068– 27437 

        
PhotographersPhotographersPhotographersPhotographers    

        
Francis Bennett, Ahafona 

Tel : 087-2460491 
 

John Kelleher Photography 
Tel : 087-6428411 

  
Marie Rohan, Lisselton 
Tel : 086-3681022 

 
John Stack, Listowel 
Tel : 087-6020990 

 
 
    

Physical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy Clinic    
        

Deirdre Mulvihill, East End, 
Tel : 087–4683588 

  
Manual Solutions 
Sandhill Road 

Tel 087-9271996 
        

 Sports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & Recreation    
  

Ballybunion Health & Leisure,  
Tel : 068-28111 

 
Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney     

        
Billy Brosnan, East End 

Tel : 087-2577737 
  

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh 
Tel : 087-2604113 

        
Veterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary Surgeons    

        
Joe O’Connor,  

Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel            
Tel : 068-22040 

 
Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services     

        
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road 

Tel : 086-8240457 


