
Issue 43 Volume 10 :    Thursday December 31st 2020 

When we wished one another a Happy New Year this time last year, little did 
we know what was around the corner and that for the vast majority of us, 
2020 would be the worst year of our lives, thanks to the global coronavirus 
pandemic that has caused over 2,200 deaths here in Ireland and more than 
1.8 million world-wide. 
 

I recall watching the TV news in December of last year, seeing people 
wearing masks in Wuhan, China, where it all began, and thinking how 
awful it must be, never dreaming that it would hit our shores a few short 
months later and impact on our lives the way it has, causing death and 
economic devastation on a massive scale.         
 

Numbers continue to rise, but there is a light at the end of this very long 
and dark tunnel with the rollout of the vaccine this week and                    
although we’re not yet out of the woods, hopefully before the beginning 
of summer, things will have got back to some normality and we can                  
resume our lives as before.          
 

So here’s to better days ahead and a happy, healthy new year of 2021.             
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Hello and welcome to another edition of                         
Ballybunion News. 
 
This is the last issue of 2020 which has in reality 
been a forgettable year for us all, but hopefully, 
the next twelve months will see life return to some 
sort of normality with the introduction and 
rollout of the vaccine. 
 
Christmas this year was pretty forgetful too, with 
no social life of any kind and many of our friends 
and family members unable to get home because of 
travel restrictions, but there are better days ahead 
and we will see you all in 2021. 
 
Sadly, there seems to be a huge increase in the 
spread of Covid since our last issue on December 
17th so we’re facing a tough few weeks with              
another stage five lockdown in January. 
 
Remember to check on an elderly friend or         
neighbour  (from a safe distance of course) and see 
if you can be of any help to them in these difficult 
times  
Happy New Year, God Bless and Stay Safe                    
Everybody,    

    
GerGerGerGer   

A Note from the Editor 
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FAREWELL TO A                           
GENTLEMAN 

The community of Ballybunion and 
beyond, were shocked and deeply 
saddened to learn of the death of 
Mossie Brosnan on Tuesday              
December 22nd after a brief                  
illness. 

Just seven months shy of his 90th 
birthday, Mossie was something of 
a local legend who was loved by all who knew him 
and his death closes another chapter in the history 
of our town.  

Although a native of Cordal near Castleisland, he 
had lived in Ballybunion for the best part of seventy 
years and as they say : “He was  “one of our own”. 

Having served his time to learn the bakery trade in 
Nelligan’s of Castleisland, Kane’s of Ballinrobe 
(County Mayo) and Lynches' bakery in Listowel,      
Mossie took over Cotter’s bakery on Church Road, 
Ballybunion, back in 1953. 

He was soon joined by his brothers Paddy, Stevie 
and Jimmy and they went on to establish “Brosnan’s 
Bread” which became a huge brand name and part 
of the staple diet in North Kerry and beyond, for                   
almost two decades.  

The business had moved to purpose-built bakery at 
East End when Mossie eventually sold out to                   
Western Pride in 1972 and he then went into the                  
Hackney trade with his wife Joan, where together 
they built up a highly successful business which is 
still going strong today under the stewardship of 
their son Billy. 

Around that time also, he joined the Ballybunion Fire 
Brigade where he spent seventeen happy years and 
he was an immensely proud man when Billy                        
followed in his footsteps, joining the service in 1995, 
before going on to become Station Orderly (Fire 
Chief).   

Mossie loved nothing better than a chat and he 
could trace relatives of anyone in Ballybunion going 
back for generations.                                    

He knew every town, village, and by-road in                     
Ireland, and he loved to take off with his life-long 
friend the late Jackie Culhane, on a road trip that 
could last for days and see the two of them end up 
in remote places like Leitrim or North Donegal if the 
mood took them.                            Continued on page 5 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
FROM CHINA 

  
I received the following by email just before           
Christmas from Ballybunion native Fr Aidan 
Conroy who is domiciled in Maccau, China, and 
I’m sure he wont mind me sharing it with our           
readers. 
 

Dear  Ger, 
Congratulations on keeping Ballybunion News     
going despite all the restrictions brought on by 
Covid 19.  
 
It continues to be a very welcome read for me 
every Friday. What a change in Ballybunion from 
the time I was growing up and your mother would 
confirm my opinion.  
 
There seems to be so much going on all the time 
and people are going out of their way to contribute 
to the wellbeing of the community. I am especially 
amazed by the generosity of the owners of the 
local supermarket, they seem to support every 
single community effort so may they and all the 
other people who work or the good of the commu-
nity be blessed and kept safe. 
 
Ger, I started out just to say thank you for BB 
News, but when I read this last issue, I got a bit 
carried away. 
 
So now, thank you and I wish you and your family, 
especially your mother, a blessed and peaceful 
Christmas.  
 
I will be offering Mass for you, and indeed all in 
Ballybunion this Christmas. 
God bless you and keep up the good work, 
Aidan Conroy 
 
Thank you Fr Aidan and I hope we’ll see you back 
at home for a visit in the not too distant future. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

          

         Noreen Pierce             Sarah Griffin                                   
            Mon Jan 4th               Mon Jan 4th 

          Linda Daly                 Siobhán Blake                                   
         Tue Jan 5th                    Wed Jan 6th 

Continued from page 3…. 
 

Motor vehicles were another passion of Mossie’s 
and he knew every make and model of car, van and 
lorry on the road. He also believed in keeping his 
cars and taxis immaculately clean, both inside and 
out, (Hence Billy’s obsession with washing cars). 
 

Above all, he was a “People Person” who was kind 
and considerate to all who met him, and he would 
chat to anyone, no matter what background they 
came from. 
 

As one person said in tribute to him last week : 
“He’d never see you stuck for a lift home at any hour 
of the day or night and he was responsible for      
bringing generations of locals and visitors home 
safely after a night out in Ballybunion”. 
 
Mossie was one of the greatest conversationalists I 
have ever come across and I have many great 
memories of him down through the years. 
We last met at my Uncle Thomas Moore’s funeral 
back in August and we enjoyed a chat and a pint 
that day. I remember congratulating him on his 89th 
birthday which was a few weeks before, and he said 
to me : “ Flash, I wonder will I make the 90th ?”                    
I assured him that he would, but sadly, it wasn't to 
be, as Mossie took ill some time after that and was 
in and out of hospital up until the time of his passing, 
so sadly, I never got to see him again. 
 

The tributes that have poured in on RIP.ie and on 
Social Media over the past week or so since his 
death, reflect his huge popularity not only around 
Ballybunion, but beyond, with people from all over 
Ireland sending their condolences and memories of 
him to the family.  
 

Mossie was pre-deceased by his wife Joan and his 
daughter Eileen. He is survived by his son Billy, his 
daughters Mary C. and Siobhán, his daughter-in-law 
Breda, his sons-in-law John Dillon and Patrick                
Shanahan, his grandchildren Jennifer & Kieran 
(Brosnan) and Diarmuid & Hannah (Dillon), his 
brother Stevie, his sister Kathleen, his sisters-in-law 
Kathleen (Brosnan), Gretta (Brosnan) and Mary        
Stephen in London, his many nieces and nephews, 
relatives and a huge circle of friends. 
 

As previously mentioned, another chapter in the               
history of Ballybunion closes with Mossie’s passing 
as he knew so much about the town and its people 
from having lived here for the past seventy years 
and he’s probably holding court right now, up above, 
with a pint in his hand surrounded by his friends who 
had passed before him. Rest in Peace Mossie.   

           Ellie Hellard             Karen Walsh                                                                   
           Thur Dec 31st            Thur Dec 31st         

         Paul Collins                Mags Buckley                                                                    
        Thur Dec 31st                Sun Jan 3rd  
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Prize-winners in the recent Christmas Hampers at Ballybunion Golf Club Conor Liston & Tom Healy with President 
Ger Walsh, Captain Kevin Barry, Lady President Katherine Tangney & Lady Captain Olga Kiely.                             

Pic by Francis BennettPic by Francis BennettPic by Francis BennettPic by Francis Bennett    

PICTURE PARADEPICTURE PARADEPICTURE PARADEPICTURE PARADE    

Ballybunion Golf Club Vice-Captain Mick McCarthy pictured with his wife Aileen and daughter Grace at the club 
recently 
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ST JOHN’S UPDATE 
 

With Fr Seán Hannafin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The celebration of Mass without parishioners is 
once again part of Covid 19 restrictions, but Mass 
will be celebrated and carried on Facebook live on 
St John's Ballybunion Facebook page on                      
Monday's, Wednesday's and Friday's at 10.00am, 
while the Vigil Mass will be at 7.00pm on Saturday 
and Sunday Morning's mass will be at 11.30am. 
 

Although, it's not the celebration of Mass where we 
are present and can listen together to God's Word 
and approach the altar for communion, it does hold 
the connection with our local church and                 
parish community. 
 

It may be helpful to light a candle and open a Bible 
as you connect online which may help in creating a 
prayer space for the prayer of the Mass. 
 

The Christmas Crib is still in place and don’t forget 
that the Church is open for individual and family             
visitation which we encourage and welcome.  
 

While these Covid-19 restrictions are in place, it's 
not possible to celebrate Baptisms but Weddings 
are allowed with six people attending, while                       
Funerals are restricted again to 10 people as they 
were back in March. 
 

DRIVE-IN POSTPONED 
 

The traditional Captain and Lady Captain’s Drive-in 
at Ballybunion Golf Club due to take place on                  
Sunday next January 3rd has been postponed                    
indefinitely. 
 

It will take place as soon as the current Covid-19                    
restrictions have been lifted and both the courses 
and clubhouse can re-open. 

An amazing image of a rainbow over Ballybunion on 

Tuesday captured from the long strand by Mike Enright 
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Prize-winners in the recent Christmas Hampers at Ballybunion Golf Club Eoin O’Shaughnessy & Paul Enright with 
President Ger Walsh, Captain Kevin Barry, Lady President Katherine Tangney & Lady Captain Olga Kiely.                   

Pic by Francis Bennett Pic by Francis Bennett Pic by Francis Bennett Pic by Francis Bennett     

PICTURE PARADEPICTURE PARADEPICTURE PARADEPICTURE PARADE    

Lisa Fingleton, Cormac Cahill & Rena Blake planting Holly Trees in Barna with Eddie Moroney, Ger                 
Moroney, Martin Doherty, Alex Sechka from Greenbelt at the back. Pic by Paul ShanahanPic by Paul ShanahanPic by Paul ShanahanPic by Paul Shanahan    
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COVID FIGURES FOR KERRY 
ARE RATHER GLUM 

The numbers of new cases in Kerry for the past two 
weeks since our last issue, have literally gone 
through the roof, but then, it was to be expected,              
given the Christmas period and the movement of 
people across the country and the county. 
 

In the week from Thursday December 17th to 
Wednesday 23rd inclusive, there were 193 new     
cases which is up from 52 the previous week,                         
representing an increase of 371%, while in the week 
from Thursday December 24th to                     
Wednesday December 30th, the numbers here in 
the Kingdom totalled 300, representing an increase 
of  155%, with 116 cases alone recorded for                   
December 25th. 
 

Nationally, in the week from Thursday December 
17th to Wednesday 23rd inclusive there were 4,992 
new cases up from 2,324 the previous week,                         
representing an increase of 114%, while in the week 
from Thursday December 24th to                     
Wednesday December 30th inclusive the numbers 
totalled 8,106 representing an increase of almost 
61%. 
 

Deaths recorded nationwide in that period saw 50 
the first week, compared to 38 the week before and 
there were a further 43 for the past week which is 
thankfully down by 14%. 
 

The average waiting (queuing) time for the test at 
the Kerry Test centre at Ballymullen Barracks in        
Tralee is roughly 60 minutes, irrespective of what 
appointment time you have. 
 

The staff are totally overwhelmed with the number of 
people passing through the centre for the past two 
weeks, so please be patient and courteous if you are 
called for a test and remember that the delays are 
not the fault of the frontline staff or the army                      
personnel who are helping out with traffic                       
management etc. 
 

SUPERVALU CHRISTMAS 
OPENING HOURS 

Thursday New Year’s Eve           8.00am to 8.00pm 

Friday New Year’s Day                9.30am to 7.00pm 

Saturday Jan 2nd                         7.30am to 9.30pm 

Sunday Jan 3rd                            7.30am to 9.00pm 

 

Hardy MenHardy MenHardy MenHardy Men    
A group of locals who enjoyed a swim on                

Christmas morning 

THANK YOU FROM GER 
WALSH MUSIC 

 
The past twelve months have impacted heavily on 
me as a musician/singer and since the arrival of 
Covid in mid-March, I have been unable to work 
because of the closure of bars and dancehalls. 
 

During that time, in a bid to generate income, I 
have released two albums of music, one in May,                       
featuring the now infamous “Lockdown Song” and 
more recently, a Christmas album featuring my 
daughter Holly as a guest vocalist, and I have to 
say that the support has been amazing from both 
locals and visitors alike. 
 

Many of the regular visitors to Ballybunion have 
purchased these albums online along with dozens 
of local people, (many of whom have never seen 
me live), who purchased them at the recent 
Christmas Market, so for this I’m truly grateful and 
thank you sincerely for your support. 
Lets hope 2021 is better for us all. 
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BEALE GAA MONSTER               
RAFFLE RESULTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the winners in the recent Beale 
GAA Christmas Raffle which took place at                                       
Supervalu on Wednesday December 23rd under 
the supervision of Sgt Mick McCarthy and Maggie 
O’Neill. A huge thank also to the generous                     
sponsors and to everyone who supported the raffle. 
 

1st prize: Hamper worth €500 sponsored by                   
Cahill’s Supervalu won by Gary Dowling of Doon 
East 
 

2nd prize:  Trailer load of turf sponsored by Fergus 
Stack won by Nora Toomey of Doon Road 

 

3rd prize:  Six-month membership of Ballybunion 
Health & Leisure Centre won by Anne Marie Jones 
of Doon Road 

 

4th prize:  Three-month membership of                             
Ballybunion Health & Leisure Centre won by             
Marion Shortt of Beale 

 

5th prize:  Three-month membership of                          
Ballybunion Health & Leisure Centre won by Jim 
Cox of East End 

 

6th prize: €100 voucher won by Brid Griffin of 
Beale Hill. 
 

Wine and Chocolates : Won by  Darragh Daly, 
Owen Walsh, Eamonn Kissane, Jacqueline Crowe, 
Dermot O’Neill and Christina Kennelly. 
 

SEA RESCUE TO                  
BENEFIT FROM CALOR GAS 

 
Ballybunion Sea & Cliff Rescue are hoping to get 
some well deserved funds thanks to Calor Gas                
Ireland and Buckley’s Filling station. 
 

In a bid to recover the thousands of empty gas                    
cylinders that are scattered around the country in 
caravan parks, campsites and elsewhere, Calor 
Gas are donating to charity €3 for every small                       
cylinder and €6 for every big cylinder returned. 
So, for every cylinder returned to Buckley’s in the 
coming weeks and months, our much-valued  
rescue service will receive a donation. 

KELLY RAISES €1,133 FOR 
SEA RESCUE 

 
Dublin woman Kelly Doherty 
(pictured)  has recently raised 
an amazing €1,133 for the          
Ballybunion Sea & Cliff                     
Rescue through a Go Fund 
Me page. 
 

Kelly completed a 191km 
virtual cycle of the Ring of 
Kerry from her home and 
finished it off with a swim in 
the icy waters of the Atlantic 
ocean in Ballybunion.  
 

She initially set out a target of €300 for her efforts, 
but has more than trebled that, so well done and 
thank you to Kelly on behalf of us all here in                    
Ballybunion.  
 

The Annual Day Christmas swim on which the Sea 
Rescue relies heavily for funds, was cancelled this 
year because of Covid restrictions but several other 
individuals and groups have raised money by               
taking to the water over the Christmas and the total 
currently stands at €3,000, so again thank you on 
their behalf. 
 

HOLLY DAYS AT BARNA 
 

On December 21st last, (Winter Solstice), Rena 
Blake and Lisa Fingleton planted 500 native holly 
trees at their “Eco-farm” located at Barna, just              
outside the town of Ballybunion, following on from 
the planting of 9,500 other trees on their land last 
June, under the Native Woodland scheme which is 
supported by Supervalu and Greenbelt. 
 

Speaking about the initiative, Cormac Cahill, the 
owner of Cahills Supervalu in Ballybunion said : 
“We are delighted to have the opportunity to get 
involved in this great project and over the last year 
we have been greening our business as much as 
possible with solar panels on our roof and our fully 
electric delivery van.  We see this as the cherry on 
the cake and we are excited to be part of it”.  
 
As well as the Holly tees which are said to possess 
protective qualities according to ancient Druids, the 
woodlands around Barna now have native Oak, 
Birch, Rowan, Hawthorne and Scotspine. 
 

Rena & Lisa are concerned about climate change 
and feel that planting trees is the best gift that they 
can give to the planet for generations to come. 
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The Officers & Committee of Ballybunion Golf Club in 2003The Officers & Committee of Ballybunion Golf Club in 2003The Officers & Committee of Ballybunion Golf Club in 2003The Officers & Committee of Ballybunion Golf Club in 2003    
President Didgie O’Connor, Lady Captain Patricia Boyle & Captain Ger Walsh at the front 
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AccountantsAccountantsAccountantsAccountants    
  

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road 
Tel : 068-27428 

  
Bars Bars Bars Bars     
        

Courtney’s, Main Street 
Tel : 068-28038 

  
The Exchange Inn, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27123 
 

Liston’s Bar, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2265932 

 
The Railway, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27303 
  

B & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / Guesthouses    
  

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,                       
Golf Links Road 
Tel : 068-27592 

  
Cashen Course House,                       

Golf Links Road 
Tel : 087-2898453 

 
Courtney’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 068-28949 
 

Liston’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 087-0962387 
 

Building & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry Services    
  

N & C Courtney, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2471670 

  
James Fogarty, Doon Road 

Tel : 087-9154265 
 
    
 
 

Car Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & Dismantlers    
 

Dirra Cross Motors  
Asdee 

Tel : 0863510478 
 

Credit UnionCredit UnionCredit UnionCredit Union    
        

Listowel Credit Union, 
(Ballybunion)  
Main Street 

Tel : 068-27685 
  

Dog GroomingDog GroomingDog GroomingDog Grooming    
  

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel 
Tel : 068-22040 

  
Electricians Electricians Electricians Electricians     

  

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton 
Tel : 087-8382166 

 
Financial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & Services    

    
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston            

Financial 
Tel : 087-1341500 

 
Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience 

StoreStoreStoreStore    
  

Buckley’s, East End 
Tel : 083-3921792 

  
 Hair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & Beauty    

 
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End 

Tel : 083-3523278 
 

Magic Scissors, East End 
Tel : 068-27568 

  
Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street 

Tel : 068-28898 
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        Winner of the Christmas Raffle at Kilconly N.S. Jian Hui with the winning ticket. 
The school wish to thank the Parents Council for their kind sponsorship and the money raised from the 

competition was donated St Vincent De Paul 
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HotelsHotelsHotelsHotels    
 

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main 
Street 

Tel : 068-27112 
 

The Marine, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27139 

  
 McMunn’s, Sandhill Road 

Tel : 068-28845 
 

Wilde, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27942 

 
Music & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & Disco    

    
Ger Walsh 

Tel : 087-6061822 
     

Painting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating    
    

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor 
Tel : 087-2924214 

    
PharmacyPharmacyPharmacyPharmacy    

        
Ballybunion Pharmacy 

Supervalu Complex, Main Street, 
Tel : 068– 27437 

        
PhotographersPhotographersPhotographersPhotographers    

        
Francis Bennett, Ahafona 

Tel : 087-2460491 
 

John Kelleher Photography 
Tel : 087-6428411 

  
Marie Rohan, Lisselton 
Tel : 086-3681022 

 
John Stack, Listowel 
Tel : 087-6020990 

 
 
    

Physical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy Clinic    
        

Manual Solutions 
Sandhill Road 

Tel 087-9271996 
        

 Sports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & Recreation    
  

Ballybunion Health & Leisure,  
Tel : 068-28111 

 
Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney     

        
Billy Brosnan, East End 

Tel : 087-2577737 
  

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh 
Tel : 087-2604113 

        
Veterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary Surgeons    

        
Joe O’Connor,  

Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel            
Tel : 068-22040 

 
Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services     

        
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road 

Tel : 086-8240457 


