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The Ballybunion office of Listowel Credit Union has now closed to the 
public temporarily, and will re-open again when the government                  
announces a return to Level Three of the Plan for Living with Covid-19. 
 

In a statement released yesterday (Wednesday), the CEO of Listowel 
Credit Union Denis Dillane said :  
 

In light of the increasing cases of COVID-19 in our community and the 
current Level 5 restrictions put in place by the Government, Listowel 
Credit Union wishes to advise that the Ballybunion Office will                        
temporarily close to the public from Wednesday 20th January.  
 

The office will re-open when the Government announces a return to 
Level 3 of the Plan for Living with COVID 19 and this decision has 
been taken in order to limit the potential impact which this virus may 
have on our staff, our members, our local community and to ensure a 
continuity of service for our members.  
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our members for their 
understanding and co-operation at this challenging time. Continued on page 3 
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Hello and welcome to another edition of                         
Ballybunion News. 
 
Again we’ve have enjoyed some nice weather this 
past week with conditions very mild for January 
and apparently its set to continue into next week 
which cant be a bad thing. 
 
Golf courses remain closed, which is indeed                      
baffling to everyone who plays the game, as two 
people who are socially distancing and                   
playing a game outdoors in over 100 acres of wide 
open space, are not really endangering anybody, 
yet beaches and beauty spots up and down the                    
country are crammed full of people walking and 
hiking every weekend and that is acceptable. 
 
Thankfully the numbers of new cases are                            
continuing to drop after the Christmas and New 
Year surge and with the roll out of the vaccine set 
to step up in the coming weeks, there is reason for 
hope. 
 Don’t forget to please check on an elderly friend 
or  neighbour  (from a safe distance of course) and 
see if you can be of any help to them in these                    
difficult times  
God Bless and Stay Safe               

GerGerGerGer   

A Note from the Editor 
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Continued from front page…..  
 

The Ballybunion office will continue to provide a 
phone and email service for members on Mondays 

(9.30am - 12.30pm), Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays (9.30am - 5.00pm) and on Fridays 
(9.30am - 6.00pm). 
 

The Listowel Office will remain open to members for 
ESSENTIAL counter transactions only with the                   
following opening hours: 
 

♦ Monday: 9:30am to 12:30pm 

 

♦ Tuesday: 9:30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 
4.30pm 

 

♦ Wednesday: 10:00am to 12.30 and 1.30pm to 
4.00pm  

 

♦ Thursday: 9:30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 
4.30pm 

 

♦ Friday: 9:30am to 12.30pm and 2:30pm to 
6:00pm 

 

The office closes daily between 12.30pm and 
1.30pm for lunch. 
 
Member Services: 
Members are encouraged to only visit the Listowel 
Office to complete essential counter transactions.  
 

The staff of the credit union are available to deal 
with member queries via phone (Listowel 068 21938 
or Ballybunion 068 27685) and email 
(info@listowelcu.ie / loans@listowelcu.ie).  
 

In addition, members are reminded that they may 
continue to access their accounts using Online 
Banking by logging onto www.ListowelCu.ie or 
downloading the Listowel Credit Union App. 
 

DOG FOULING 
 

A number of people have contacted us in the past 
week concerning the increased levels of dog fouling 
about the town. 
 

This has been a regular problem that we have                           
highlighted over the years, but the problem seems to 
have greatly increased since Christmas when the 
level five lockdown measures were introduced. 
 

Perhaps this is just a coincidence, but January is 
always a great month for exercise and perhaps more 
and more people are walking their dogs than before, 
but it is essential to pick up after them please. 

BEALE GAA NEWS 
 

Beale GAA Club is planning to hold its AGM on 
Saturday, January 30th, at 8.00pm and due to the 
current restrictions, the meeting will be held by 
Zoom. Nominations for club officers and motions 
for the AGM should be submitted to the Secretary 
by January 23rd.  
 

Any member wishing to attend, please send your 
email address to Bríd Griffin by text 087 6686027 
or email secretary.beale.kerry @gaa.ie before 
January 26th to prepare for meeting. .  
 

The club are taking part in the GAA ‘Every Step 
Counts’ challenge as part of Ireland Lights Up 
over the next 7 weeks, while, of course adhering 
to health guidelines. Simply download the My Life 
App, join the Munster Challenge and the select 
Beale GAA to get started! 
 

As outdoor gatherings are restricted under                  
current guidelines, please ensure that you                          
exercise on your own or within your social bubble 
during these times of social distancing. Abide by 
public health guidelines for participant safety and 
ensure you adhere to the latest public health 
guidelines throughout the challenge. 
 

Beale GAA volunteers are available to help                    
vulnerable people during these trying times.                  
We provide non-emergency support for                              
vulnerable people living locally who may need 
assistance with shopping, fuel, medicine etc,                      
being collected and delivered. If you need                    
assistance or know anybody who does, call or 
text John Dee (087 7534393) or Bríd Griffin (087 
6686027) or any officer of the club. 
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IRISH LADIES                       
CHAMPIONSHIP RETURNS 

TO BALLYBUNION 
 

Some good news for 
the local hospitality                   
industry is the recent 
announcement that 
the Irish Ladies 
Close Championship 
is set to be played 
here from June 17th 
to 20th 

 

Some major doubts 
are still hanging over 
the 2021 golfing          
season because of 
the ever-present 
threat of Covid, but 
this event will most 
likely go ahead, barring another huge surge of the 
virus. 
 

This is certainly a welcome tourism boost at that 
time of the year as the busy summer season doesn't 
really get underway until July, and with up to eighty 
players plus their spouses, partners, parents,                     
caddies and coaches set to converge on the town, 
as well as spectators, it really will be a welcome 
boost for accommodation providers, restaurants and 
bars if indeed they are open by then. 
 

The event was last played here in 2013 when Paula 
Grant from Lisburn (above) emerged victorious,                 
coming from one down, playing the last, to beat            
fellow international Lisa Maguire from Slieve Russell 
on the 19th hole of a very exciting final and claim the 
first of her two Irish titles to date. 
 

The championship which originated in 1894, has 
been played in Ballybunion on a total of seven             
occasions and the first was in 1932 when it fittingly 
had a local winner in Miss Betty Latchford from          
Tralee who was a member of Ballybunion, and she 
remains to this day, the only Kerry winner. 
Miss Latchford beat Miss Daisy Ferguson of Royal 
County Down by 7/5 in the final. 
 

The event returned here four years later in 1936, 
when Clarrie Tiernan of Baltray emerged victorious 
with a 7/6 win over Miss Sybil Moore of Milltown 
while Ballybunion hosted once again in 1951 when 
the legendary Philomena Garvey from Baltray beat         
Dorothy Foster of Balmoral by 12/10 in a 36-hole 
final, to claim the fifth of her fifteen Irish titles                  
between 1946 and 1970.                   Continued on page 7 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY           
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

   Briannagh O’Connor    John O’Donovan                                                                 
         Wed Jan 20th              Wed Jan 20th         

       Gráinne Lyons          Laura Lenihan                                                                   
         Wed Jan 20th             Thur Jan 21st         

         Erin Rowan              Con McCarthy                                                                  
        Thur Jan 21st              Fri Jan 22nd          

       Noreen Connolly    James Parrish                                                               
         Sat Jan 23rd             Mon Jan 25th        
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Continued from page 5……. 

Another Irish golfing legend Mary McKenna, won the 
first of her eight Irish titles when the event came 
back again in 1969, beating Miss Catherine Hickey 
of Milltown 3/2 in the final and eight years later she 
won it again at Ballybunion in 1977, beating Rhona 
Hegarty of Bandon by two holes in the final, to claim 
her fourth title and her third in Kerry having also won 
it in Killarney in 1972. 
 

However, 1977 championship will always be                      
remembered by locals for the first-round match                   
between Mary McKenna and the 13-year-old Bridget 
Gleeson from Killarney. 
 

Mary was the leading qualifier and the pint-sized 
Bridget qualified in last place, so they met in the first 
round and people were expecting that the teenager 
would be dispatched easily.  
 

But while McKenna had the advantage in length 
from the tee, Gleeson’s superb short game ensured 
a great match, in which the lead changed hands on 
no less than seven occasions with never more than 
one hole in it, before the seasoned International got 
through on the final hole. 
 

Local Ballybunion members Annie T. Corridan and 
Margaret Harnett played that year also, but neither 
qualified for the match-play stages.  
 

It would another fourteen years before the Close 
visited Ballybunion again, this time in 1991                   
Woodbrook’s Claire Hourihane beat defending 
champion Eileen Rose McDaid of Skibbereen to 
claim the last of her five Irish titles, all won in the 
space of just nine years. 
 

We’ve already mentioned the last time that                      
Ballybunion hosted the championship in 2013, so 
let’s just hope that life will have returned to normal 
by June, that the event can go ahead and that the 
town can reap the benefit of having a top class                    
amateur event on our doorstep. 

Action from the 1932 Ladies Close Championship 
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Cahill’s  
Main Street Ballybunion 

Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs 
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244 
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COVID FIGURES DROPPING 

There was a marked improvement in the number of 
new cases of the virus in Kerry this past week with 
312 cases recorded, a drop of 521 or almost 63%. 
 

Kerry’s incidence rate per 100,00 of population for 
the past fortnight has been 796 compared to 1,176 
for the previous fortnight. 
 

Meanwhile, nationwide, there was also a significant 
decrease in new cases going from 38,083 the                
previous week, to 20,238 representing a drop of          
almost 47%. 
 

Sadly however, the total number of deaths recorded               
nationwide in the past week was 313 up by 147 or 
85% with 93 deaths alone on Tuesday which is the 
highest daily number recorded since the pandemic 
began. 
 

These figures now bring the total number of positive 
cases in Ireland since the pandemic began, to 
179,324, while there have been 2,768 deaths                        
recorded in that time.  
 

It is interesting to note that 47.9 % of the total                  
number of cases in Ireland since the beginning of 
the pandemic, have been recorded in the first 20 
days of January, which really tells its own story !                           
 

SCOIL ÍOSAGÁIN                            
ENROLLMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scoil Íosagáin, Church Road, Ballybunion would like 
to remind parents that they are now enrolling for 
2021/22 school year and that the closing date for all 
new Junior Infants is Monday February 1st

 . 
 

Enrolment applications are available on the school 
website www.ballybunionprimary.ie or by email 
from Catherine at office@ballybunionprimary.ie 
 

Principal Ita Walsh and her staff look forward to 
meeting all the new boys and girls. 
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Two of Ballybunion’s Greatest Characters (and Biggest Rogues)Two of Ballybunion’s Greatest Characters (and Biggest Rogues)Two of Ballybunion’s Greatest Characters (and Biggest Rogues)Two of Ballybunion’s Greatest Characters (and Biggest Rogues)    
Denis Hellard & Tom  Denis Hellard & Tom  Denis Hellard & Tom  Denis Hellard & Tom   



11 

11 

Anniversaries : John-Joe Sheehan, Mai & Charles 
Loughlin, Jack Keane Mary O’Gorman, & Noreen 
Woody  
 

Masses will be offered for the following :  
 

Friday 10.00am : Maureen Sheehan and Joan    
Marshall  
 

Saturday 7.00pm : John Joe Sheehan (First                  
Anniversary), Mary O’Gorman (Second Anniversary) 
& Noreen Woody  
 
Sunday 11.30am : The People of the Parish 

 

Monday 10.00pm : The People of the Parish 

 

Wednesday 10.00am : Doreen Mulvihill   
 

Friday 10.00am : The People of the Parish  
 

 

Mass : Weekday masses for intentions will be said 
privately while Saturday night’s vigil mass (7.00pm) 
and Sunday morning mass (11.30am) will be 
streamed live on the St John’s Facebook page 
 
Parish Office : Under Covid Level Five restrictions, 
the office is closed to the public but you can leave a 
message on the answering machine and we will get 
back to you 

 
Priest on Duty : Sunday January 17th Fr Michael 
Hussey of Ballylongford Tel : 087-2386084 

 

Diocesan Mission : Begins on Sunday January 
24th. The Mission, Be Christ’s Joy offers an                           
opportunity for people to gather in reflection and 
prayer online and in the home.  All are welcome to 
participate. Register at www.dioceseofkerry.ie.                        
You will receive an email each morning offering links 
to daily Mission Activities.  
 

Private Prayer : Under level five restrictions, we 
cannot gather to celebrate Mass in person.                       
However, St. John’s Church remains open for                               
private prayer but please adhere to all safety 
measures in place.                     
Sanitise your hands on entry, enter through the left 
hand side, please maintain social distance of two 
metres from fellow parishioners, exit through the 
righthand side and sanitise your hands when leaving 
the church.   

Thank you for your continuing co-operation and                
remember that Mass can be viewed live on Monday, 

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are magnificent stained glass windows in St 
John's Church, Ballybunion and these tell our faith 
story and are uplifting to view and pray with. 
 

The first one I include this week is a three panel 
window of Jesus being baptised by John the               
Baptist and the two major panels show Jesus and 
John in the river Jordan with the dove, symbol of 
the Holy Spirit, pouring God's life.  
 

The second panel carries the Angels present at 
the Baptism, while the smaller third panel, on top, 
has the symbol of the Lamb, one of the many titles 
of Jesus, “The Lamb of God”.  
This title was given to Jesus by John the Baptist, 
when he was showing Jesus to his own followers 
and this is the invitation we use at Mass for                   
Holy Communion. “Behold the Lamb of God,                
behold him who takes away the sins of the world, 
Happy are those who are called to the supper of 
the Lamb”. 
 

Although we cannot gather for Mass, please come 
and pray individually and use the stained Glass 
windows for prayer. 

St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin    
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AccountantsAccountantsAccountantsAccountants    
  

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road 
Tel : 068-27428 

  
Bars Bars Bars Bars     
        

Courtney’s, Main Street 
Tel : 068-28038 

  
The Exchange Inn, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27123 
 

Liston’s Bar, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2265932 

 
The Railway, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27303 
  

B & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / Guesthouses    
  

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,                       
Golf Links Road 
Tel : 068-27592 

  
Cashen Course House,                       

Golf Links Road 
Tel : 087-2898453 

 
Courtney’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 068-28949 
 

Liston’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 087-0962387 
 

Building & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry Services    
  

N & C Courtney, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2471670 

  
James Fogarty, Doon Road 

Tel : 087-9154265 
 
    
 
 

Car Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & Dismantlers    
 

Dirra Cross Motors  
Asdee 

Tel : 0863510478 
 

Credit UnionCredit UnionCredit UnionCredit Union    
        

Listowel Credit Union, 
(Ballybunion)  
Main Street 

Tel : 068-27685 
  

Dog GroomingDog GroomingDog GroomingDog Grooming    
  

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel 
Tel : 068-22040 

  
Electricians Electricians Electricians Electricians     

  

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton 
Tel : 087-8382166 

 
Financial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & Services    

    
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston            

Financial 
Tel : 087-1341500 

 
Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience 

StoreStoreStoreStore    
  

Buckley’s, East End 
Tel : 083-3921792 

  
 Hair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & Beauty    

 
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End 

Tel : 083-3523278 
 

Magic Scissors, East End 
Tel : 068-27568 

  
Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street 

Tel : 068-28898 
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        Mario Perez’s Sand Art wishing Jimmy Carroll a Happy 80th Birthday on Wednesday 
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        Two fabulous  images take by Eileen Fogarty of the Long Strand (above) and a                   
beautiful rainbow over Doon Bay (below). 
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HotelsHotelsHotelsHotels    
 

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main 
Street 

Tel : 068-27112 
 

The Marine, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27139 

  
 McMunn’s, Sandhill Road 

Tel : 068-28845 
 

Wilde, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27942 

 
Music & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & Disco    

    
Ger Walsh 

Tel : 087-6061822 
     

Painting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating    
    

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor 
Tel : 087-2924214 

    
PharmacyPharmacyPharmacyPharmacy    

        
Ballybunion Pharmacy 

Supervalu Complex, Main Street, 
Tel : 068– 27437 

        
PhotographersPhotographersPhotographersPhotographers    

        
Francis Bennett, Ahafona 

Tel : 087-2460491 
 

John Kelleher Photography 
Tel : 087-6428411 

  
Marie Rohan, Lisselton 
Tel : 086-3681022 

 
John Stack, Listowel 
Tel : 087-6020990 

 
 
    

Physical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy Clinic    
        

Manual Solutions 
Sandhill Road 

Tel 087-9271996 
        

 Sports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & Recreation    
  

Ballybunion Health & Leisure,  
Tel : 068-28111 

 
Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney     

        
Billy Brosnan, East End 

Tel : 087-2577737 
  

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh 
Tel : 087-2604113 

        
Veterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary Surgeons    

        
Joe O’Connor,  

Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel            
Tel : 068-22040 

 
Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services     

        
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road 

Tel : 086-8240457 


