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The R556 Rathscannel road (above) between Tralee and Ballybunion 
which is the main artery into North Kerry, is set to remain closed until 
early 2022 at best, according to Councillor Aoife Thornton. 
 

Speaking to Journalist Deirdre Walsh on Radio Kerry’s “Talkabout”            
programme on Tuesday, Councillor Thornton from nearby Lixnaw,                  
called on Transport Minister Eamonn Ryan to allocate funding to                
enable the completion of works on the road which has been closed to 
traffic since July of 2019. 
 

The road known locally as the “Dale Road”, is built on a bog with a 
dangerous drop off on both sides, and has for many years been an                   
accident black spot. However, even if funding is granted this month,  
Kerry County Council say that the very earliest it can re-open would be 
this time next year, but more realistically late spring of 2022. 
 

It is a ridiculous situation that a primary road in this country can remain 
closed for almost three years in an area that depends so much on                  
tourism.                                                                        Continued on page 3 

DALE ROAD CLOSED UNTIL 2022 
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Hello and welcome to another edition of                         
Ballybunion News. 
 
Mixed weather again this past week but the real 
cold seems to have gone, at least for the moment  
thankfully. 
 
So, we’re going to remain in Level Five Lockdown 
for at least another five weeks when things will 
be reviewed again on March 5th. 
Some are not too happy about it but if we can                
slowly begin to return to normality in phases, it 
will be worth the wait and there's really nothing 
we can do but grin and bear it. 
 
Numbers seems to be dropping consistently and 
there is a noticeable improvement when you                    
consider that we went  from over 8,000 cases in 
one day to under 1,000 in the space of eighteen 
days. Yes, the numbers rose again yesterday by 
four hundred or so, but by the beginning of March 
lets hope they're much lower again. 
 
As always, don’t forget to please check on an                   
elderly friend or neighbour  and see if you can be 
of any help to them.  
God Bless and Stay Safe               

GerGerGerGer   

A Note from the Editor 
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Continued from front page….. 
 

In the past year with Covid restrictions in place, 
there was an ideal opportunity to complete the works 
on the road with little or no tourist traffic, but funding 
could not be found.  
 

After more than a year of exploratory digging and 
surveying, some funding was made available and 
upgrade works had begun on the road in late                     
Autumn of last year, but they have since ceased, 
simply through lack of money, while daily                        
commuters between Tralee and North Kerry are 
forced to detour from the main road at Ballinclogher 
Cross either through Lixnaw village or by Killahan on 
the other side. 
 

Many people travelling from the Ballybunion to                 
Tralee on a regular basis, avoid the area completely 
and actually go via Listowel which is a little longer, 
and this can also be a traffic nightmare, especially 
coming in the opposite direction in the evening time. 
As the tourist season looks like it will certainly be 
delayed this year, the opportunity presents itself 
once again to finish the job and re-open the road to 
traffic as soon as possible. 
 

TIDY TOWNS NEWS 
 

AGM : Due to Covid 19, level 5 restrictions and the 
age profile of members, Ballybunion Tidy Towns 
AGM will be held on line on Thursday February 18th. 
Anybody interested in joining as a new member 
should please contact Noel Nash at (089)412-8600 

 
Dog Fouling : Dog Poop Bags are freely available 
about the town so please use them. In a recent               
edition, we made reference to dog owners who are 
NOT cleaning up after their pooches and this has to 
stop ! Owners MUST be responsible for their dog's 
behaviour and there is no excuse for not picking up 
after them.  
 

As well as being responsible for bringing along your 
own clean-up bags, there are many public poo bag 
dispensers for your use. You may not know it, but 
over the past number of years one of our wonderful 
Tidy Town volunteers, Frances O'Kelly, has quietly 
been restocking these poo bag containers all around 
town, come rain or shine with a spring in her step 
and a smile on her face.  
 

Frances who is simply brilliant, keeps these                            
dispensers full for your use, so a huge Thank you 
from all in Tidy Towns for your undying dedication to 
helping keep Ballybunion clean.  
Dog owners, the rest is up to you. Clean up after 
your pooch. 

BEALE GAA NEWS 
 

Beale GAA Club will hold its AGM on Saturday 
next, January 30th, at 8.00pm and due to the   
current restrictions, the meeting will be held by 
Zoom.   
 

There has been  fantastic response to  the ‘Every 
Step Counts’ challenge with over 70 people 
clocking up the miles for the club.  So far we have 
walked and jogged over 5,000km while adhering 
to health guidelines. The  event continues for the 
next five weeks. Join at any time by simply                                    
downloading the My Life App, join the Munster 
Challenge and select Beale GAA to get started.   
 

As outdoor gatherings are restricted under                  
current guidelines, please ensure that you                          
exercise on your own or within your social bubble 
during these times of social distancing. Abide by 
public health guidelines for participant safety and 
ensure you adhere to the latest public health 
guidelines throughout the challenge. 
 

Beale GAA volunteers are available to help                    
vulnerable people during these trying times.                  
We provide non-emergency support for                              
vulnerable people living locally who may need 
assistance with shopping, fuel, medicine etc,                      
being collected and delivered. If you need                    
assistance or know anybody who does, call or 
text John Dee (087 7534393) or Bríd Griffin (087 
6686027) or any officer of the club. 
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JOE MULCAHY RIP 
THE LAST OF THE  

MUSICAL BROTHERS 
 

The passing of musician Joe Mulcahy on Friday last in Mallow General           
Hospital severed another link with the Ballybunion of old and brought down 
the final curtain on the Mulcahy name in Irish music. 
 

The Maurice Mulcahy Orchestra were synonymous with Ballybunion for 
three decades, among locals, holiday-makers and dancers from all over      
Kerry, Limerick and North Cork, who would flock to the Central Ballroom to 
trip the light fantastic to their distinctive sound. 
 

The band were formed in Mitchelstown Co Cork in 1952 around the four       
Mulcahy brothers, Maurice, Dave, Michael and 14 year-old Joe, and they 
turned professional the following year.  
 

Playing mainly around their own locality at dances and socials for a number 
of years, they first arrived in Ballybunion in the late summer of 1956 where 
they played a handful of dances for local impresario and businessman Matt O’Sullivan at the                          
newly-opened Central Ballroom on the Main Street, before taking up a residency from the beginning of 
June till the end of August the following year, a residency which was to last every season from then until 
the mid-seventies, by which time the ballroom had relocated to the rear of the Main Street where the               
community centre is now located. 
 

The numbers in the band varied from eight in the beginning, to a high of sixteen at one stage, they played 
six nights a week from 9.00pm till 1.00am and were renowned for their “Brass Section” and wonderful          
arrangements of popular favourites of that time like “Moonlight Serenade” , “Pennsylvania 65000”, “In the 
Mood”, and of course their signature tune “American Patrol”. 
 

Sadly, after taking ill at a dance in Ballybunion, band leader Maurice Mulcahy died in the Bon Secours 
hospital in Tralee on Thursday August 22nd 1963 sending shockwaves through dancers all over the             
country. The Central closed for business on the following Saturday night as a mark of respect but as they 
say “The Show Must Go On” and the band were back onstage in Ballybunion again the following        
Wednesday night with the youngest brother Joe as the new band leader. 
 

The following year they were joined by local man Jack Noonan from Church Road on double bass, who 
had spent an eight year stretch with Jimmy Wiley’s Band that were also based in Mitchelstown.  
By now, the showbands had begun to influence dancers more so, than the traditional Orchestral-type 
dance bands like the Mulcahys, and so, they added two lead singers to churn out the popular hits of the 
day, whilst still retaining their hugely popular brass sound for the Glenn Miller standards for which they 
had become famous. 
 

They played on through the “Swinging Sixties” until the decline of the ballrooms in the late seventies and 
although Dave Mulcahy had passed away in December of 1975, Joe and Mike kept the show on the road 
playing for socials, dinner dances, and weddings at which stage they were now joined by Joe’s son Ken, 
as a third singer. However, after another decade or so of success, they decided to call it a day after            
playing a New Year’s Eve ball in December 1990, and Joe and Mike hung up their saxophones for the 
last time and the legendary name of the Maurice Mulcahy Orchestra retired with them. 
 

Mike sadly passed away in 2003 and following Joe’s passing on Friday last, the last member of the               
original band has now gone, but Jack Noonan who spent twelve years with the Mulcahys between 1964 
and 1975 is still alive today and living in Mitchelstown.  
I was fortunate to have seen them in the Central on a handful of occasions towards the very end, and 
Joe’s son Ken and I were quite friendly through golf, but I often wonder what it would have been like to 
have experienced it all, in those wonderful days of the late fifties and sixties. 
My sincere condolences to the Mulcahy family, Rest in Peace Joe.  
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CONDOLENCES 

 
Sadly, three members of our community went to 
their eternal reward this past week. 
 

Maureen Moloney (neé Mulvihill) of Church Road 
passed away on Thursday last and was a hugely 
popular lady with all who knew her. She famously 
loved to play cards, and in particular the game of 41 
with her regular group of friends at the Cliff House 
who are deeply saddened by her passing. 
 

Rory “Bill” Sweeney of Sandhill Road who passed 
away on Monday, celebrated his 100th birthday last 
May and was one of Ballybunion’s oldest residents. 
A brother of Mick Sweeney, one of the founders of 
Comhaltas Ceolteórí Éireann, he played the fiddle 
and had a great passion for Irish Traditional Music 
and a great love for Kerry football. 
 

Maurice “Mossie” Prendergast of Tullamore and late 
of Sandhill Road, passed away on Monday after a 
brief illness. He was one of the last of a group of Net 
Fishermen who fished the Cashen each summer for 
Salmon and had a great knowledge of the river.                    
He also loved a pint and a bit of banter with his close 
friends who were shocked by his sudden passing. 
 

BIG CHANGE IN ATTITUDE 

TO VACCINE 

 
A few months back, a survey conducted by the Irish 
Independent newspaper indicated that less than one 
third of Irish people would be prepared to take the 
Covid-19 vaccine when it became available, mainly 
due to concerns about side effects. 
 

However, that number has now risen to 75% in the 
latest survey conducted by the same publication this 
past week with over three quarters of those                      
surveyed saying that they would take the vaccine, 
with 18% are unsure, while the remaining 7% said 
that no, they would not have it under any                              
circumstances. 
 

Some experts tell us that we need 70% of the                  
population vaccinated in order to achieve “Herd                    
Immunity”, while others including Tainiste Leo 
Varadkar reckon there is no such thing. 
 

There are all kinds of complications at present with 
the roll out of the vaccine but we’re being told that 
everyone over the age of 18 in the country who is 
willing to have it, will be vaccinated by the beginning 
of September. Bring it on ! 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY           
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

         Elaine Guerin           Martina Reid                                                                 
         Wed Jan 27th             Wed Jan 27th         

        Mary Mullins           Joe O’Mahony                                                                   
        Wed Jan 27th             Wed Jan 27th        

         Chris Ahern                Ed Galvin                                                                  
          Fri Jan 29th               Fri Jan 29th         

       Gary Mulvihill              Ally Crowe                                                               
         Fri Jan 29th                Sat Jan 30th       
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BALLYBUNION’S NEW 
 TRIATHLON CLUB 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballybunion has a brand new Triathlon club catering 
to the three disciplines of swimming, running &                 
cycling and will host its own Triathlon Race on                   
Saturday July 17th, so whether you're a beginner or 
an expert, young or old, it is open to you and you 
can stay fit, stay well, and help to build the new club. 
 

The aim of the club is to build something that                       
supports your wellbeing, grows a supportive                     
tri-community and helps grow Ballybunion as a 
home for triathlons in the years ahead. 
 

So if you have been thinking about doing a                         
Triathlon, then the new club is the perfect place to 
start and over the coming weeks they will be sharing 
some great resources to help you take those first 
steps. Triathlons are great for body & mind and 
though it can feel daunting at first, there are a lot of 
options to choose from in terms of events, for                  
people of all experience levels.  
 

From the try-a-tri events which involve a 250 metre 
swim, a 6km cycle and a 3km run, right through to 
long distance triathlons of 3800m swim, 180k cycle, 
& 42.2k run, there's something for everyone and                         
remember, that you're doing this for yourself, for 
your health & wellbeing, and the new club will be 
supporting each member with their goals. 
 

To get an idea about triathlons, check out this great 
overview from the good folks at Triathlon Ireland at :  
www.triathlonireland.com/get-involved/new-to-

triathlon 

Ballybunion Triathlon Club will have its own race  
own race on Saturday July 17th with a sprint                          
distance triathlon which is a 750 metre swim in the 
sea, a 20 kilometre cycle and 5 kilometre run and 
this race is sanctioned by triathlon Ireland which is a 
great bonus. 

You can enter the race or join the club via the 
www.triathlonireland.com and you can join the 
club via the triathlon Ireland website also. 
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There’s a few wellThere’s a few wellThere’s a few wellThere’s a few well----known faces in this one from the 1960’sknown faces in this one from the 1960’sknown faces in this one from the 1960’sknown faces in this one from the 1960’s    
Jimmy Fitzgerald’s Tin Whistle Band Jimmy Fitzgerald’s Tin Whistle Band Jimmy Fitzgerald’s Tin Whistle Band Jimmy Fitzgerald’s Tin Whistle Band  
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COVID FIGURES CONTINUE 

TO DROP 

There was another marked improvement in the                    
number of new cases of the virus in Kerry this past 
week with 165 cases recorded compared to 352 the 
previous week a drop of almost 60%. 
 

Kerry’s incidence rate per 100,00 of population for 
the past fortnight has been 347 compared to 796 for 
the previous fortnight. 
 

Meanwhile, nationwide, there was also a significant 
decrease in new cases going from 20,238 the                
previous week, to 11,903 representing a drop of          
41%.  
 

Unfortunately, the total number of deaths recorded               
nationwide in the past week was up by 13% at 354 
compared to 313 with 90 deaths alone on Tuesday 
which is the second highest daily number recorded 
since the pandemic began. 
 

These figures now bring the total number of positive 
cases in Ireland since the pandemic began, to 
191,182, while there have been 3,120 deaths                        
recorded in that time.  
 

895 (29%) of those deaths have occurred in the first 
27 days of January while there have been 99,615 
new cases in those 27 days which is 52% of the total 
since the pandemic began last March.                        
 

SCOIL ÍOSAGÁIN                            
ENROLLMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Scoil Íosagáin, Church Road, Ballybunion would like 
to remind parents that they are now enrolling for 
2021/22 school year and that the closing date for all 
new Junior Infants is Monday February 1st

 . 
 

Enrolment applications are available on the school 
website www.ballybunionprimary.ie or by email 
from Catherine at office@ballybunionprimary.ie 

 

Principal Ita Walsh and her staff look forward to 
meeting all the new boys and girls. 
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Cahill’s  
Main Street Ballybunion 

Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs 
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244 
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Masses will be offered for the following :  
 

Friday 10.00am : The People of the Parish   
 

Saturday 7.00pm : The People of the Parish    
 

Sunday 11.30am : Michael Hanrahan 

 

Monday 10.00pm : Station Mass for Kit Ahern 
Road, Upper Sandhill Road & Sandhill Park 

 

Wednesday 10.00am : Mary O’Carroll    
 

Friday 10.00am : Station Mass for Gortnaskehy, 
Ahafona, Commons, Barna and Kilmulhane 

 

Please Pray for the Souls of : Rory Sweeney of 
Sandhill Road, Maureen Moloney of Church Road & 
Maurice “Mossie” Prendergast of Tullamore who 
died during the past week. 
 

Anniversaries : Michael Hanrahan  
Mass : Weekday masses for intentions will be said 
privately while Saturday night’s vigil mass (7.00pm) 
and Sunday morning mass (11.30am) will be 
streamed live on the St John’s Facebook page 

 

Parish Office : Under Covid Level Five restrictions, 
the office is closed to the public but you can leave a 
message on the answering machine and we will get 
back to you 

 

Priest on Duty : Sunday January 31st Fr Declan 
O’Carroll of Listowel Tel : 087-0908949 

 

School Enrolment : Kilconly National School is 
now open for enrolment for the 2021/2022 school 
year. Please email the school at : 
cillconla@gmail.com for pre-enrolment form. 
 

Private Prayer : St. John’s Church remains open 
for private prayer but please adhere to all safety 
measures in place.                     
Sanitise your hands on entry, enter through the left 
hand side, please maintain social distance of two 
metres from fellow parishioners, exit through the 
righthand side and sanitise your hands when leaving 
the church.   

Thank you for your continuing co-operation and                
remember that Mass can be viewed live on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 10 a.m. and on Saturday 
at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 11.30 a.m. via our                            
Facebook page St. John’s Ballybunion.                              
 

Stay safe, Stay healthy and God Bless.      

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Stained Glass Window has two frames, and 
the one on the right is of St Patrick who was a 5th 
Century Christian Missionary and Bishop in                        
Ireland, who was known as the 'Apostle of Ireland'. 
He is venerated as a Saint not only in the Catholic 
Church, but also regarded as a Saint by the               
Anglican Communion and the Lutheran Churches. 
 

The one on the left, is of “Our Lady of Lourdes” 
and this window honours the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in her apparitions in 1858 in Lourdes in France.                         
In 1876 Pope Pius 1X granted permission of this 
particular image that is in the Courtyard of the                   
Rosary Basilica at the Grotto of Lourdes.                          
  
This image has been widely copied and                            
reproduced in shrines, homes and garden                                         
landscapes and this window was provided by                       
Early and Company (1861-1975), founded by two 
brothers, John and Thomas Early who were 
Stained Glass manufacturers based in Camden 
street Dublin. 
 

Although we cannot gather for Mass at present, 
please come and pray individually and use the 
stained Glass windows for prayer. 

St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin    
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AccountantsAccountantsAccountantsAccountants    
  

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road 
Tel : 068-27428 

  
Bars Bars Bars Bars     
        

Courtney’s, Main Street 
Tel : 068-28038 

  
The Exchange Inn, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27123 
 

Liston’s Bar, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2265932 

 
The Railway, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27303 
  

B & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / Guesthouses    
  

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,                       
Golf Links Road 
Tel : 068-27592 

  
Cashen Course House,                       

Golf Links Road 
Tel : 087-2898453 

 
Courtney’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 068-28949 
 

Liston’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 087-0962387 
 

Building & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry Services    
  

N & C Courtney, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2471670 

  
James Fogarty, Doon Road 

Tel : 087-9154265 
 
    
 
 

Car Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & Dismantlers    
 

Dirra Cross Motors  
Asdee 

Tel : 0863510478 
 

Credit UnionCredit UnionCredit UnionCredit Union    
        

Listowel Credit Union, 
(Ballybunion)  
Main Street 

Tel : 068-27685 
  

Dog GroomingDog GroomingDog GroomingDog Grooming    
  

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel 
Tel : 068-22040 

  
Electricians Electricians Electricians Electricians     

  

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton 
Tel : 087-8382166 

 
Financial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & Services    

    
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston            

Financial 
Tel : 087-1341500 

 
Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience 

StoreStoreStoreStore    
  

Buckley’s, East End 
Tel : 083-3921792 

  
 Hair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & Beauty    

 
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End 

Tel : 083-3523278 
 

Magic Scissors, East End 
Tel : 068-27568 

  
Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street 

Tel : 068-28898 
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        Joan O’Connor pictured at the Bill Clinton statue celebrating the inauguration of Joe 
Biden and Kamala Harris  
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       A frosty morning on the old course at Ballybunion Golf Club 

Pics by Joan O’Connor of Kilcooly’s Country House Hotel 
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HotelsHotelsHotelsHotels    
 

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main 
Street 

Tel : 068-27112 
 

The Marine, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27139 

  
 McMunn’s, Sandhill Road 

Tel : 068-28845 
 

Wilde, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27942 

 
Music & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & Disco    

    
Ger Walsh 

Tel : 087-6061822 
     

Painting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating    
    

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor 
Tel : 087-2924214 

    
PharmacyPharmacyPharmacyPharmacy    

        
Ballybunion Pharmacy 

Supervalu Complex, Main Street, 
Tel : 068– 27437 

        
PhotographersPhotographersPhotographersPhotographers    

        
Francis Bennett, Ahafona 

Tel : 087-2460491 
 

John Kelleher Photography 
Tel : 087-6428411 

  
Marie Rohan, Lisselton 
Tel : 086-3681022 

 
John Stack, Listowel 
Tel : 087-6020990 

 
 
    

Physical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy Clinic    
        

Manual Solutions 
Sandhill Road 

Tel 087-9271996 
        

 Sports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & Recreation    
  

Ballybunion Health & Leisure,  
Tel : 068-28111 

 
Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney     

        
Billy Brosnan, East End 

Tel : 087-2577737 
  

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh 
Tel : 087-2604113 

        
Veterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary Surgeons    

        
Joe O’Connor,  

Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel            
Tel : 068-22040 

 
Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services     

        
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road 

Tel : 086-8240457 


