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On Saturday last around lunchtime, Maggie Rowan and her group of 
dancers performed the “Jerusalema” on the Ladies beach in front of a 
sizeable group of onlookers, never thinking that it would be viewed by 
over fifteen thousand people world-wide in the space of 24 hours after 
being shown live on Facebook. 
 

The dance which was made famous in an online video by members of 
An Garda Síochána following a challenge from Swiss Police, is                    
performed to a the tune of “Jerusalema” by Master KG (Kgaogelo 
Moagi), a South African musician and record producer and it went viral 
last week. 
 

According to Google, a video must get five million views in the space of 
three to five days to be considered “viral”, so Maggie and her crew 
have a bit of a way to go yet, but Ger Walsh & Mario Perez who 
showed the dance live on their Facebook pages had a combined                        
viewing on their pages alone, of twenty thousand at the time of                  
writing.  

Continued on page 3 

LOCAL DANCERS VIEWED WORLD-WIDE 
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Hello and welcome to another edition of                         
Ballybunion News. 
 
The forecasted snow never really materialised and 
any bit that did fall early this morning, was                  
melted with an hour or two, and its bitterly cold 
and wet. 
 
Lockdown now looks set to continue until April 
12th  which is the week after Easter, and                         
although  many people will be disappointed, its 
maybe for the best, with lessons learned from                   
exiting too quickly from previous lockdowns and 
if we can get a full and proper summer season 
with everywhere open, then the gain will be worth 
the extra pain.  
 
Because of the proposed continuation of lockdown 
on to April, the GAA season is also set to be                               
delayed  with games unlikely to commence until 
May or even June, so the likelihood of another 
Christmas All-Ireland final is very much on the 
cards.  
Remember to keep an eye on an elderly friend or 
neighbour especially during this current cold snap 
 
God Bless and Stay Safe Everyone              

GerGerGerGer   

A Note from the Editor 
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Continued from front page………. 

Maggie told Ballybunion News : “We did it for a bit of 
a laugh, to get out and enjoy some fresh air and     
exercise, and also as a thank you, to all of our                             
frontline workers, to show them how much they are 
appreciated during this pandemic” . 

Before the arrival of Covid, Maggie used to teach a 
social dancing class every Tuesday night and she 
also organises the very successful Tea Dances 
along with her friends Ann-Marie Tydings and Bridie 
Chute. 

On top of that, she is also responsible for the annual 
pattern day event on August 15th and says :                        
“We really miss our dancing and can’t wait for                              
lockdown to be over, to get going again, but I think it 
will be a while yet before we can do that”. 

Locals Ger Walsh and Mario Perez showed                  
Saturday’s dance live on Facebook and the two                  
video’s had a combined total of 20,000 views at the 
time of writing, while the dancers had received                  
thousands  of complimentary comments from those 
who had watched. 

It certainly brough a smile to people’s faces and 
there are already rumours circulating of a similar 
event to celebrate St Patrick’s Day next month, so 
watch this space. 

REST IN PEACE 

 

 

 

Our sincerest condolences are extended to the                  
families and friends of the following who passed 
away during the past week. May They Rest in 
Peace. 

Paddy King of Ballyconry, Ballybunion who  passed 
away peacefully at Kerry University Hospital on 
Thursday last February 4th.  

 

Marion (Mary) Meehan (neé Sheehan) of  
Sixmilebridge, Co Clare & Ballysimon, Limerick (a 
summer resident of Ballybunion) who passed           
away peacefully at Limerick University Hospital       
on Thursday February 4th. 
  
Denis Keane of Tullahinell, Asdee who passed 
away Monday February 8th at the Palliative Care 
Unit of Kerry University Hospital. 
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VERY POSITIVE FEEDBACK 

ON FUTURE OF                                   

BALLYBUNION NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, I informed readers that I had reached a 
Crossroads with Ballybunion News, as it approaches 
its tenth birthday. Advertising revenue has                         
practically dried up, leaving me with the options of 
closing down permanently, looking for donations, or 
becoming a subscription publication with a whole 
new format and content. 

Over the course of the past seven days, I’ve had 
emails, text messages, Facebook messages and 
comments, Whattsapp messages and phone calls, 
as well as people calling to my house and stopping 
me in the street, all asking me to continue with the 
publication, as to them, it is a very important part of 
the community. 

I've had people also contact me from community 
groups and clubs with over two hundred and fifty of 
you in total responding, with 80% suggesting that I 
carry on with an annual subscription fee, while the 
others suggested asking for donations through a Go 
Fund Me Page. 

The feedback is indeed very encouraging and it is 
very gratifying to know how important Ballybunion 
News is to you. However, responding to each of you                                         
individually is not practical, but please be aware that 
all of your feedback and promises of support are  
very much appreciated 

I've had some interesting suggestions from you,   
but before I make any decisions, I need feedback 
from more readers, as two hundred and fifty is just a 
fraction of the number of people who read this each 
week, so therefore, I am asking more of our readers 
to get in touch with your thoughts and suggestions. 

Ballybunion News will celebrate its tenth birthday on 
March 4th next and if I am to continue beyond that 
date, decisions will have to be taken and changes 
will have to be implemented by then. 

GOOD NEWS FOR CAT 

OWNERS 
 

Cat Owners will be pleased to learn that for the 
month of February, the Island Veterinary Clinic in 
Listowel are offering €20 discount on the cost of 
neutering or spaying your pet.  
 

All you need to do is call 068-22040 and make a 
booking but don't leave it too long as places are 
limited. Kittens may be cute but they are                            
expensive to rear properly and finding good 
homes is not always easy. 
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NUMBERS CONTINUING TO 

DROP BUT NOT TO THE                           

EXPECTED LEVEL 

 
Our weekly report shows numbers continuing to fall  
both nationwide and here in Kerry, where the                          
number of new cases of the virus this past week was 
90, compared to 116 the previous week, a drop of                 
just over 22%. 
 

The 14-day incidence rate for Kerry is now 137 per 
100,000 of population, the country’s third lowest.  
 

Nationwide, there was also a decrease in new cases 
going from 8,335 the previous week, to 6,607                            
representing a drop of almost 21%, with daily                     
numbers dropping to 556 on Tuesday, the lowest 
daily number since December 19th. 
 

The total number of deaths recorded nationwide in 
the past week dropped by 89 (22.5%) from 394 to 
305, with 6 deaths on Tuesday, the lowest daily 
number recorded since January 2nd.  
 

These figures now bring the total number of positive 
cases in Ireland since the pandemic began, to               
206,124 while there have been 3,819 deaths.                        
recorded in that time.  
 

MAURICE MULCAHY                  

MEMORABILIA 

 

The Mulcahy family of Mitchelstown Co Cork, are 
looking for any memorabilia of the Orchestra/Band 
that people in Ballybunion might have. 
 

The Band were synonymous with the Central                
Ballroom in Ballybunion from 1957 until the early 
80’s and the last surviving member of the original 
Maurice Mulcahy Orchestra, Joe Mulcahy, passed 
away two weeks ago at the age of 84. 
 

If anyone out there has any Maurice Mulcahy            
Posters, Cards, Photographs, or even stories or               
information about them, the family would very much 
appreciate the opportunity to purchase or receive 
anything relevant, so please contact the Tourist                  
Office if you can help. 
 

Another Ballybunion connection to the famous                 
Orchestara is of course Jack Noonan from Church 
Road who joined in 1964 and spent eight year                    
playing Double Bass with them.  
Jack is till alive today and living in Mitchelstown  
where he settled many years ago.    
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY           
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

           Mary Wall               Jack Fogarty                                                                 
          Tue Feb 9th               Tue Feb 9th          

         Mags Faley               Louise Enright                                                                   
         Thur Feb 11th             Thur Feb 11th      

         Aimeé Purtill             Maria Clancy                                                                
          Thur Feb 11th            Thur Feb 11th         

       Geraldine Flavin       Eimear Butler                                                             
          Sat Feb 13th              Sat Feb 13th 
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Tom Watson hitting from the 4th tee of the old course in 1989 watched by the legendary Byron Tom Watson hitting from the 4th tee of the old course in 1989 watched by the legendary Byron Tom Watson hitting from the 4th tee of the old course in 1989 watched by the legendary Byron Tom Watson hitting from the 4th tee of the old course in 1989 watched by the legendary Byron 
Nelson (right) with Stevie Brosnan, Ger Walsh & Pat Hitchen among those in the galleryNelson (right) with Stevie Brosnan, Ger Walsh & Pat Hitchen among those in the galleryNelson (right) with Stevie Brosnan, Ger Walsh & Pat Hitchen among those in the galleryNelson (right) with Stevie Brosnan, Ger Walsh & Pat Hitchen among those in the gallery 
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BEALE GAA 

 

 

 

 
Coiste na nÓg AGM : The following officers were 
elected at the recent AGM held on Zoom:  
Chairperson, Jamie O’Flynn, Vice-Chairperson, 
Jake O’Connell, Secretary, Gearóid O’Connor; 
Treasurer, Martin Foley, PRO, Mairead O’Neill,  
Asst PRO, Kerri-Ann Williams Kissane,                         
Child Protection Officer, Nóirín Hitchen & Coaching 
Officer, James Buckley. 
 

Outgoing Chairman, Donal Buckley, and Treasurer, 
Colm Kissane, stepped down after many years                
of service to underage football. We wish to thank 
them for their contribution and hard work over the 
years. 
 

Beale Ladies AGM : The following were elected            
following the recent AGM : Chairperson, Claire 
O’Mahony, Secretary, Cora O’Mahony,  
Treasurers, Bríd Gifuin & Catherine Ellis, 
Child Protection Officer, Nóirín Hitchen. 
 

Every Step Counts : There has been a fantastic             
response to  the challenge with over 70 people 
clocking up the miles for the club and so far they 
have walked/jogged over 12,000km, getting some 
healthy, outdoor exercise while adhering to health 
guidelines. Beale are the top-placed Kerry club and 
are in the Top 10 in Munster, but need more                     
walkers/joggers to help keep us there as the event 
continues until early March. Join at any time by 
simply downloading the My Life App, join the                    
Munster Challenge and select Beale GAA to get 
started.   
  

As outdoor gatherings are restricted under current 
guidelines, ensure you exercise on your own or    
within your social bubble during these times of social 
distancing. Abide by public health guidelines for      
participant safety and ensure you adhere to the               
latest public health guidelines throughout the                    
challenge. 
  

Beale GAA Volunteers : Are available to help          
vulnerable people during these trying times,                     
providing non-emergency support for those living 
locally who may need shopping, fuel, medicine etc, 
being collected and delivered.  
 

If you know of anybody needing help call or text 
John Dee (087-7534393) or Bríd Griffin (087- 
6686027) or any club member. 
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR AT THE 

MARINE 
 

Sunday next February 14th is 
Valentine’s Day, the feast day 
of St Valentine and recognised 
world-wide as the celebration 
of romance and love. 
It is traditionally a day when                           
relationships are celebrated by 
the giving of cards, presents 
and flowers, while many              
couples also like to dine out at their favourite                      
restaurant or hotel.  
 

Unfortunately, that is not possible this year because 
of the current lockdown restrictions, but Derek at the  
Marine, has created a wonderful take out box for you 
to enjoy a sumptuous meal in the comfort of your 
own home. The “Date Box” which also includes 
wine, or prosecco, (whichever you prefer), costs just 
€35 per person and offers a choice of main courses 
and desserts. 
 

Advance booking is advisable from 068-27139.  
 

HAVE YOU GOT A SMALL 

FORTUNE AT HOME ? 

 
Lets face it, most of my generation or the generation 
before, have a little jar or a little box somewhere 
among our possessions with some old coins that 
maybe we kept to show our children or for some                    
other nostalgic reason, but did you ever wonder if 
they are worth anything ?  
 

No ? Well, maybe its time you had a look to see if 
you have any of these, which might net you a tidy 
sum. Below is a list of ten of the most valuable Irish 
coins and their value, according to 
www.Irelandcoins.ie.  
 

Some are dating back to the 1930’s but surprisingly, 
there are two from the 1980’s also, that you might 
just have lying around and could cash in on. You 
can get anything from €600 for a 1931 Half Crown to 
as much as €7,600 for a 1943 Two Schilling piece 
(Florin) so get searching :  
 

10. 1931 Half Crown - €600 9. 1961 Half Crown - 
€600  8. 1934 Florin (Two Schillings) - €750 7. 1937 
Florin (Two Schillings) - €750 6. 1937 Half Crown - 
€1,500 5. 1985 Half Penny - €1,600 4. 1937                        
One Schilling - €1,600 3. 1943 Half Crown - €3,800 
2. 1985 Twenty Pence Coin - €6,500 1. 1943 Florin 
(Two Schilling) - €7,600 
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Cahill’s  
Main Street Ballybunion 

Proudly Supporting 48 Local Jobs 
Home Delivery Service Available Tel : 068-27244 
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Masses will be offered for the following :  
 

Friday 10.00am : Thomas, Margaret,  Tom, Richard 
& Jerry Enright and members of the Enright                         
family.  
 

Saturday 7.00pm : Brian Martin, Roger Martin, 
Noreen McCall, Margaret Lynch (Bromore), Morgan 
(Murray) O’Connor (10th Anniversary) & Noreen 
Farrell 
 
Sunday 11.30am : Hannah Enright, Billy Murphy 
(East End), P.J. Holland & Maura Enright 
 

Monday 10.00pm : Station Mass for Church Road, 
Hillview Close, Cliff Road & Lartigue Road 

 

Wednesday 10.00am : Ash Wednesday     
 

Friday 10.00am : John & Peg McCarthy 

 

Please Pray for the Soul of : Denis Keane of          
Tullahinnel, Asdee who died during the week. 
 
Anniversaries : Brian Martin, Noreen McCall,                
Margaret Lynch, Morgan O’Connor, Noreen Farrell, 
Hannah Enright, Maura Enright, Billy Murphy, PJ 
Holland & Mick Joyce 

  
Mass on Facebook: Masses continue to be 
streamed live on the St John’s Facebook page but 
due to GDPR protocol, we have been instructed to 
disable the comment section. This will commence 
from Saturday the 13th of February. 
 
Parish Office : Under Covid Level Five restrictions, 
the office is closed to the public but you can leave a 
message on the answering machine and we will get 
back to you 

 
Priest on Duty : Sunday February 14th  Fr Kevin 
McNamara of Moyvane. Tel : (089) 4044816 

 

Private Prayer : St. John’s Church remains open 
for private prayer but please adhere to all safety 
measures in place.                     
                                                                              
Ash Wednesday : February 17th, ashes will be 
available to take home in individual bags at the back 
of the Church.  There are enough ashes in each bag 
for 4 people, and as you place the ashes on the 
forehead the following is said: “Turn away from sin 
and be faithful to the gospel”.    

Any unused ashes should be returned to the earth. 

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Stephen, the Martyr and St Michael, the                  
Archangel occupy the two frames of the Stained 
Glass window which is located at Our Lady’s Altar 
at the Town side of the Church. 
 

St Stephen whose feast day is December 26th, is 
depicted on the right hand pane and he was one 
of the first seven deacons of the church.                                 
He is also the first Christian to be martyred for the 
faith and the story of his selection as a deacon is 
found in Chapter six of the Acts of the Apostles.  
 

The seventh chapter gives Stephen’s speech and 
the account of his martyrdom and while he is                    
depicted in the window in the robes of a deacon,  
these would not have been developed until later. 
He is holding the stones that were instruments of 
his martyrdom as well as a palm branch a symbol 
of martyrdom. 
 

St Michael the Archangel is on the right hand 
pane and he is mentioned in the Old Testament. 
He has been part of Christian teaching since the 
earliest times. In Catholic writings and teachings 
he acts as defender of the church and chief                       
opponent of Satan and he assists people at the 
hour of death.  
 

His Feast Day is September 29th with Gabriel and 
Michael the Archangels. St Michael symbolises 
the victory of good over evil and is seen with the 
sword and shield as he triumphs over evil.                        
St Michael is presumed present at the hour of 
death and is charged with assisting the dying, 
serving as an advocate.  
 

Although we cannot gather for Mass at present, 
please come and pray individually and use the 
stained Glass windows for prayer. 

St John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán HannafinSt John’s Parish News with Fr Seán Hannafin    
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AccountantsAccountantsAccountantsAccountants    
  

Hannan & Culloty, Church Road 
Tel : 068-27428 

  
Bars Bars Bars Bars     
        

Courtney’s, Main Street 
Tel : 068-28038 

  
The Exchange Inn, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27123 
 

Liston’s Bar, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2265932 

 
The Railway, Main Street 

Tel : 068-27303 
  

B & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / GuesthousesB & B / Guesthouses    
  

Beasley’s 19th Lodge,                       
Golf Links Road 
Tel : 068-27592 

  
Cashen Course House,                       

Golf Links Road 
Tel : 087-2898453 

 
Courtney’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 068-28949 
 

Liston’s Bar 
Main Street 

Tel : 087-0962387 
 

Building & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry ServicesBuilding & Carpentry Services    
  

N & C Courtney, Main Street 
Tel : 087-2471670 

  
James Fogarty, Doon Road 

Tel : 087-9154265 
 
    
 
 

Car Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & DismantlersCar Repairs & Dismantlers    
 

Dirra Cross Motors  
Asdee 

Tel : 0863510478 
 

Credit UnionCredit UnionCredit UnionCredit Union    
        

Listowel Credit Union, 
(Ballybunion)  
Main Street 

Tel : 068-27685 
  

Dog GroomingDog GroomingDog GroomingDog Grooming    
  

Magic Coat Grooming, Listowel 
Tel : 068-22040 

  
Electricians Electricians Electricians Electricians     

  

Stephen O’Connor, Lisselton 
Tel : 087-8382166 

 
Financial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & ServicesFinancial Advice & Services    

    
Eoin Liston, McGuire Liston            

Financial 
Tel : 087-1341500 

 
Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience Filling Station & Convenience 

StoreStoreStoreStore    
  

Buckley’s, East End 
Tel : 083-3921792 

  
 Hair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & BeautyHair & Beauty    

 
Girlie’s Beauty Lounge, East End 

Tel : 083-3523278 
 

Magic Scissors, East End 
Tel : 068-27568 

  
Rose’s Hair Studio, Main Street 

Tel : 068-28898 
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        Maggie  Rowan & her Dancers on the Beach last Saturday 
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HotelsHotelsHotelsHotels    
 

Kilcooly’s Country House, Main 
Street 

Tel : 068-27112 
 

The Marine, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27139 

  
 McMunn’s, Sandhill Road 

Tel : 068-28845 
 

Wilde, Sandhill Road 
Tel : 068-27942 

 
Music & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & DiscoMusic & Disco    

    
Ger Walsh 

Tel : 087-6061822 
     

Painting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & DecoratingPainting & Decorating    
    

Tommy “Tucker” O’Connor 
Tel : 087-2924214 

    
PharmacyPharmacyPharmacyPharmacy    

        
Ballybunion Pharmacy 

Supervalu Complex, Main Street, 
Tel : 068– 27437 

        
PhotographersPhotographersPhotographersPhotographers    

        
Francis Bennett, Ahafona 

Tel : 087-2460491 
 

John Kelleher Photography 
Tel : 087-6428411 

  
Marie Rohan, Lisselton 
Tel : 086-3681022 

 
John Stack, Listowel 
Tel : 087-6020990 

 
 
    

Physical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy ClinicPhysical Therapy Clinic    
        

Manual Solutions 
Sandhill Road 

Tel 087-9271996 
        

 Sports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & RecreationSports & Recreation    
  

Ballybunion Health & Leisure,  
Tel : 068-28111 

 
Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney Taxis/Hackney     

        
Billy Brosnan, East End 

Tel : 087-2577737 
  

Liam & Rose Enright, Ballyeigh 
Tel : 087-2604113 

        
Veterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary SurgeonsVeterinary Surgeons    

        
Joe O’Connor,  

Island Veterinary Clinic, Listowel            
Tel : 068-22040 

 
Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services Upholstery Services     

        
Peter Sheehan, Lartigue Road 

Tel : 086-8240457 


